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FOREWORD 

An e s s e n t i a l  p r o c e s s  i n  improv ing  t h e  comple t eness  of b i r t h  and deah'reg-
i s t r a t i o n  i s  making t h e  p u b l i c  aware of the i r  legal r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  t h e  reg-
i s t r a t i o n  of v i t a l  e v e n t s ,  and t o  m o t i v a t e  them t o  register these e v e n t s .  A l l  
t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  are conce rned ,  o r  s h o u l d  be conce rned ,  w i t h  t h i s  
problem. 

T h i s  T e c h n i c a l  Pape r  deals w i t h  t he  r e g i s t r a t i o n  p romot ion  p r o g r y d o f  t h e  
Office of Registrar Genera l ,  India, a pape r  p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  X X I I I  Basic 
T r a i n i n g  Program f o r  t h e  R e g i s t r a t i o n  Officials i n  t h e  States and Union Terri-
tories h e l d  September  4-8, 1989. It would a p p e a r  t h a t  I n d i a  has  done as much as 
any  c o u n t r y  to reach t h e  p u b l i c  t h rough  t h e  v a r i o u s  media w i t h  t h e  message o n  
t h e  need  to  register b i r t h s  and deaths .  Having t o  p r e p a r e  t e x t s  i n  as many as 
13 l a n g u a g e s  te l ls  u s  someth ing  of t h e  problem f a c i n g  a c o u n t r y  l i k e  I n d i a .  We 
are i n d e b t e d  to the O f f i c e  of Registrar G e n e r a l ,  I n d i a  fo r  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  p u b l i s h  
t h i s  paper .  

The re  are no  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  t h e  u s e  of materials p u b l i s h e d  by IIVRS. Ma-
terials from t h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  may b e  quo ted  or  d u p l i c a t e d  w i t h o u t  pe rmis s ion .  
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The r e g i s t r a t i o n  of b i r t h s  and deaths  is com-
p u l s o r y  throughout  t h e  coun t ry  under  t h e  Regis-
t r a t i o n  of B i r t h s  and Deaths Act, 1969. It has  
great social importance,  and t h e  P lann ing  Com-
miss ion ,  M i n i s t r y  of H e a l t h  and Family Welfare, 
C e n t r a l  Stat is t ical  Organ i sa t ion ,  etc. and a 
number of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  are also 
a t t a c h i n g  great importance to it. 

The r e g i s t r a t i o n  of b i r t h s  and dea ths  is an 
i n t e g r a t e d  system of popu la t ion  s ta t is t ics  and 
u s e f u l  f o r  socio-economic planning.  But these 
s ta t is t ics  'are incomplete .  The improvement i n  
t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  of b i r t h s  and dea ths  is t h e  de& 
mand of t h e  day, and t h i s  needs to  be done 
through r e g i s t r a t i o n  promotion. 

One of the  obstacles to complete r e g i s t r a t i o n  
is t h e  large i l l i terate popu la t ion  l i v i n g  i n  
scattered v i l l a g e s  who are n o t  aware abou t  the  
need fo r  r e g i s t e r i n g  b i r t h s  and dea ths  oc.curring
i n  t h e i r  households.  

P u b l i c i t y  can d e f i n i t e l y  p l ay  an impor t an t
role i n  improving t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  of b i r t h s  and 
deaths .  The office of t h e  Registrar General is 
conduc t ing  a promotional campaign. Some of t h e  
measures adopted are as follows: 

P u b l i c i t v  through Akashvani , .  

. A 15 seconds radio spot  has  been produced on 
t h e  importance of r e g i s t r a t i o n  of b i r t h s  and 
d e a t h s  i n  Hindi  and r e g i o n a l  languages,  and is 
b e i n g  broadcast from time to time from 29 com-
mercial channa l s  of t h e  Akashvani. The t e x t  of 
t h e  radio s p o t  is as follows: 

P r o p e r t y  pa r  ti t i o n  or  schoo l  admission. 
Problems may arise i f  you do n o t  realise. 
Ensure prompt r e g i s t r a t i o n  of b i r t h s  and 
d e a t h s  i n  your f a m i l y  w i t h  t h e  Local Regis-
trar. It  is l e g a l l y  compulsory too. 

A - 10 minutes  sponsored programme IfJeevandharal1 
has been produced i n  Hindi o n l y  which c o n s i s t s  
of 10 sho r t  p l a y s  on t h e  importance of registra-
t i o n  of b i r t h s  and dea ths .  It was also broad-
cast once from 16 commercial channe l s  of t h e  
Akashvani. 

P u b l i c i t y  through Doordarshan 

A 10 second coloured v i d e o  T.V. s p o t  on the  

importance of r e g i s t r a t i o n  of b i r t h s  and deaths 
w a s  produced i n  n i n e  l anguages  ( v i s .  Hindi,  
Urdu, Pun jab i ,  Tamil,  Kannada, Marathi, Benga l i ,
E n g l i s h  and Te lgu)  and telecasted from differ-
e n t  Doordarshan Kendra. The t e x t  of t h e  T.V. 
spot is as follows: 

"P lease  register b i r t h s  a&! *deaths  i n  your 
family.  Remember r e g i s t r a t i q n  of b i r t h s  and 
d e a t h s  is also compulsory. 

A 20 second co lou red  v ideo  T.V. s p o t  on t h e  
importance of r e g i s t r a t i o n  of b i r t h s  and deaths 
has  been produced i n  Hindi and E n g l i s h  and is 
b e i n g  telecast from Delh i  Doordarshan once a 
week a l t e r n a t i n g  i n  Hindi and E n g l i s h .  The 
t e x t  of t h e  T.V. s p o t  is as fo l lows :  

P rope r ty  p a r t i t i o n  or  school admission 

problems may arise if you do n o t  realise. 

Ensure prompt r e g i s t r a t i o n  of  b i r t h s  and 

deaths  i n  your  fami ly  w i t h  t h e  Local Reg-

istrar. It is l e g a l l y  compulsory too. 


A q u i c k i e  "Pa te  k i  Bast" o f  2 minu tes  46 
seconds has  been produced on t h e  importance of 
r e g i s t r a t i o n  of b i r t h s  and dea ths  i n  Hind i  and 
dubbed i n  10 l anguages  ( v i z .  Marathi, Oriya,  
Pun jab i ,  T a m i l ,  Telgu, Malyalam, Assamee, Ben-
gal i ,  Urdu and Kannada). It is b e i n g  telecast 
from d i f f e r e n t  Doordarshan Kendra. 

Another q u i c k i e  "Apni Suvidha Apne Haath" of 
sho r t  d u r a t i o n  (1 minute  54 seconds on t h e  i m -
po r t ance  of r e g i s t r a t i o n  of b i r t h s  and deaths  
has  also been produced and dubbed i n  12  more 
languages ( v i z .  E n g l i s h ,  Telgu, Kannada, Mara-
t h i ,  G u j a r a t i ,  Ori-ya, Pun jab i ,  Urdu, T a m i l ,  
Benga l i ,  Assamme and Malyalam 1. 

P u b l i c i t y  through cinema s l ides  

Recent ly ,  t h e  Office of the  Registrar General ,  
I n d i a  has produced w i t h  t h e  coope ra t ion  of DAVP 
abou t  8000 cimema sl ides  i n  13 l anguages  ( v i z .  
Hindi,  Eng l i sh ,  Urdu, Telgu, Kannada, Malyalam, 
T a m i l ,  Assamee, Benga l i ,  Oriya,  Marathi, Gujar-
a t i  and Gurmukhi) and s e n t  t o  Chief  Registrars 
of B i r t h s  a n d '  Deaths of S ta t e sAJn ion  T e r r i -
tories. 

Cinema f i l m  

A f i l m  "Promptness Pays" was produced i n  Hindi 



I 

awhile back on t h e  importance of registration - IlPrompt Repor t ing  of B i r t h s  & Deaths is 

of b i r t h s  and dea ths  and was dubbed i n  r e g i o n a l  a S e r v i c e  to  the I n d i v i d u a l ,  t h e  State 

languages.  Film p r i n t s  (35 mm and 16 m m )  have and t h e  Nation." 

been provided to  Chief  Registrars of B i r t h s  and - Register B i r t h s  & Deaths: 

Deaths of States/Union Terrltories. It  is Useful  and Compulsory. 


P u b l i c i t y  through newspapers/magazings 	 Mail c a n c e l l a t i o n  

Newspapers/magazines are also ve ry  powerful 
media of p u b l i c i t y .  From time to time, the  
Office of t h e  Registrar General ,  I n d i a  w i t h  t he  
c o o p e r a t i o n  of DAVP a d v e r t i s e s  i n  newspapers/  
magazines i n  almost a l l  the  r e g i o n a l  l anguages  
of India .  The t e x t  of the  adve r t i s emen t  is as 
follows: 

BIRTH 

OR 


DEATH 

When t h i s  happens i n  your  


FAMILY 

Do register w i t h  your  


LOCAL REGISTRAP 

IT  HELPS 


A B i r t h  Certificate is proof of age for:
* 	 Admission to school
* 	 G e t t i n g  employment 
* 	 Righ t  to v o t e
* 	 Obta in ing  a d r i v i n g  l i c e n c e  
* 	 Taking i n s u r a n c e  p o l i c y  
* 	 Obta in ing  a p a s s p o r t  

A Death Certificate is needed:
* 	 To i n h e r i t  p r o p e r t y  
* 	 To get i n s u r a n c e  money 
* 	 To sett le p rope r ty  claims 

Do register i n  time and get t h e  

Certificate free of charge 


R e g i s t r a t i o n  of B i r t h s  and Deaths is compulsory 

under  t h e  law 


Delayed R e g i s t r a t i o n  is also p e r m i s s i b l e  


REGISTRAR GENERAL, I N D I A  

P u b l i c i t y  through postal s t a t i o n e r y  

Postal s t a t i o n e r y  l i k e  p o s t c a r d ,  i n l a n d  le t ter  
card, money order form, p o s t  office s a v i n g s  bank 
passbook, etc. is also a powerful media of pub-
l i c i t y .  From time to time, t h e  Office of the  
Registrar General is g e t t i n g  a n  on these 
items, The t e x t  of the  v a r i o u s  lladslf are as 
fo l lows :  

-	 "Ensure Prompt R e g i s t r a t i o n  of B i r t h s  & 

Deaths i n  Family w i t h  your Local Regis-

trar. It is Lega l ly  Compulsory too.1t
-	 l l R e g i s t r a t i o n  of B i r t h s  & Deaths is  com-

pulsory.  Ensure R e g i s t r a t i o n r o f  B i r t h s  

I% Deaths i n  your Family.11 

The department  of p o s t s  has got t h e  f a c i l i t y
of c a n c e l l a t i o n  of mail w i t h  s logans .  Our of-
fice has also a v a i l e d  of t h i s  f a c i l i t y  once w i t h  
t h e  s logan  " R e g i s t r a t i o n  of B i r t h s  & Deaths 
is 


Use of rubbe r  s tamp 	 'I 
Every office is  s e n d i n g  d a i l y  4 p u m b e r  of let-

ters to  o t h e r  departments .  The c h e a p e s t  way of 
p u b l i c i t y  is to p u t  a rubbe r  stamp s l o g a n  on a l l  
t h e  enve lopes  of o u t g o i n g  letters. The test  of 
t h e  message may be as follows: l l R e g i s t r a t i o n  of 
B i r t h s  & Deaths is Compulsory." 

P u b l i c i t y  through p r i n t e d  materials 

Wall p o s t e r s ,  wall hangers ,  folders,  etc. have 
their  own importance i n  t h e  f i e l d  of p u b l i c i t y .
The Office of t h e  Registrar General ,  I n d i a  has  
provided a l l  these materials to  t h e  Ch ie f  Regis-
trars of B i r t h s  and Deaths of a l l  t h e  States/ 
Union Territories. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  Office of 
t h e  Registrar General has in t roduced  a number of 
schemes fo r  t h e  improvement of t h e  C i v i l  Regis-
t r a t i o n  System i n  I n d i a .  

Compulsory p roduc t ion  of a b i r t h  certif icate a t  
t h e  time of school admission 

The Th i rd  Conference of t h e  Chief  Registrars
of B i r t h s  and Deaths h e l d  i n  New Delhi i n  Novem- 
ber, 1980 recommended t h e  product ion of a b i r t h  
cer t i f icate  a t  t h e  time of school admission.  
Recognis ing t h e  d e f i c i e n c i e s  i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g
r e g i s t r a t i o n  system and f u r t h e r  realising t h e  
importance of u n i v e r s a l i z a t i o n  of pr imary educa- 
t ion i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  the scheme of compulsory 
p roduc t ion  of a b i r t h  certificate a t  t h e  time of 
s c h o o l  admission has to be implemented c a r e f u l l y  
c a u s i n g  l eas t  inconvenience to t h e  p u b l i c .  The '1
scheme has to be i n t r o d u c e d  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  State Directorate of Educat ion,  i n  a l l  ;i 
its phases.  

The scheme may be introduced,.  to  beg in  w i t h ,  
i n  such  areas where adequa te  r e g i s t r a t i o n
f ac i l i t i e s  e x i s t  and t h e  school enrolment  is 
cons ide red  t o  be f a i r l y  h igh .  These areas may 
be m e t r o p o l i t a n  c i t ies ,  c a p i t a l  towns, large 
municipal  areas, areas having r epu ted  i n s t i t u -
t i o n s  of l e a r n i n g ,  areas developed by way of i n -
d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n ,  etc. The scheme may be ex-
tended t h e r e a f t e r  through a programme to  c o v e r  
t h e  municipal  towns w i t h  a popu la t ion  of 30,000 
and above i n  t h e  n e x t  2 to 3 y e a r s  and t h e n  
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f u r t h e r  ex tended  to  c o v e r  the r e m a i n i n g  smaller 
towns s u b s e q u e n t l y  i n  a n o t h e r  2 years o r  so. 
The idea is to c o v e r  t h e  e n t i r e  u rban  area wi th -
i n  a r e a s o n a b l e  p e r i o d  of time, s a y ,  5 years.
The manner i n  which t h i s  has to be accompl ished
i n  phases n e e d s  to be worked o u t  by t h e  States. 
The e x t e n s i o n  of t h e  scheme i n  a phased manner 
would call  for e n s u r i n g  better r e g i s t r a t i o n  
a r r angemen t s  o n  t h e  p a r t  of r e g i s t r a t i o n  a u t h o r -  
ities. 

Adequate p u b l i c i t y  th rough  local newspapers ,  
etc. s h o u l d  be g i v e n  to t h e  effect t h a t  t h e  pro-
d u c t i o n  of a b i r t h  certificate, a t  the  time of 
school admiss ion ,  is compulsory.  T h i s  would 
s e r v e  t h e  d u a l  pu rpose  of c r e a t i n g  t he  awareness  
a b o u t  r e g i s t r a t i o n  among t h e  p u b l i c  and mot iva t -  
i n g  them to o b t a i n  t h e  b i r t h  certificate i f  t h e  
same is n o t  a l r e a d y  a v a i l a b l e .  While these pub-
l i c i t y  measures  may c o n t i n u e  for some time, t h e y
need to be i n t e n s i f i e d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  before t h e  
time of school admiss ion .  F a i l u r e  to produce  a 
b i r t h  certificate s h o u l d  n o t  lead to  d e n i a l  of 
admiss ion .  P r o v i s i o n a l  admiss ion  may be made 
and t h e  p a r e n t s / g u a r d i a n s  may be asked to pro-
duce  t h e  b i r t h  cer t i f icate  w i t h i n  a r e a s o n a b l e  
p e r i o d  of time, s a y ,  two months,  i f  t he  p l a c e
of b i r t h  of t h e  ch i ld  is t he  same as t h e  placeof 
i n s t i t u t i o n  of l e a r n i n g  where t h e  admiss ion  is 
b e i n g  sough t .  I n  other cases, a p e r i o d  o f ,  s a y ,
f o u r  months may be p r e s c r i b e d  fo r  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  
of t h e  certificate. 

I n  cases where t h e  b i r t h  was n o t  registered 
earlier, the  p a r e n t s / g u a r d i a n s  may be informed 
of t h e  p r o c e d u r e  of o b t a i n i n g  t h e  cer t i f icate  
for  r e g i s t e r i n g  s u c h  delayed e v e n t s .  

The State Director of Educa t ion  may i s s u e  ne- 
c e s s a r y  i n s t r u c t i o n s  to  the  school i n s p e c t o r s  t o  
p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e i r  i n s p e c t i o n  r e p o r t s  
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  e x t e n t  of admiss ion  made on t h e  
s t r e n g t h  of t h e  certificates. S i m i l a r l y ,  
t h e  Chief Registrar, i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
State Director of Educa t ion ,  may also o r g a n i s e  
i n s p e c t i o n  i n  a sample  of schools. 

The  r a t i o n i n g  sys t em has spread o u t  to large 
parts of t h e  c o u n t r y  and t h e  r a t i o n  cards are 
s u p p l i e d  to househo lds  by t h e  s ta te  C i v i l  Supp ly  
Department.  It is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  head of t h e  
household  may be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  c l a i m i n g  addi-
t i o n a l  r a t i o n  for  a newborn c h i l d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
f o r  a n  item l i k e  s u g a r ,  t h e  p r i c e  of which is 
q u i t e  h i g h  i n  the open  market. The p r o d u c t i o n  
of a b i r t h  cer t i f icate  can  s e r v e  as a p roof  of 
t h e  b i r t h  for i n c l u d i n g  t h e  name of a newborn 
c h i l d  i n  t h e  r a t i o n  card. T h i s  would impe l  t h e  
househo lds  t o  realise t h e  need far r e g i s t r a t i o n  
of b i r t h s .  It  would also be wor thwhi l e  to p r i n t  
a message o n  t h e  r a t i o n  cards t o  t h e  effect  

I I R e g i s t r a t i o n  of B i r t h s  and Deaths is compul-
sory" .  

I n c l u s i o n  of material on r e g i s t r a t i o n  of b i r t h s  
and dea ths  i n  school t e x t b o o k s  

The T h i r d  Confe rence  of t h e  Chief  Registrar of 
B i r t h s  and Deaths he ld  i n  New D e l h i  i n  November, 
1980 recommended i n c o r p o r a t i o n  of t h e  s u b j e c t  o n  
c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  i n  school t e x t b o o k s .  A brief 
material i n  t h i s  regard is as follows: 

The p o p u l a t i o n  c e n s u s  p r o v i d e s  a p i c t u r e  of 
the  p o p u l a t i o n  and its characteristics once i n  
t e n  years and t h e  sys t em of r e g i s t r a t i o n  of 
b i r t h s  and d e a t h s  p r o v i d e s  a c n t i n u o u s  p i c t u r e  
of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  growth. 'i:Thegractice of col-
l e c t i n g  s ta t i s t ics  o n  b i r t h s  dnd dea ths  is a n  
a n c i e n t  sone i n  o u r  c o u n t r y .  

I n  t h e  l i f e  of a c i t i z e n ,  b i r t h  is a n  e v e n t  of 
j o y  and dea th  is o n e  of sorrow. When s h a r i n g  
these j o y s  and sorrows of l i f e  w i t h  their  
n e a r  and dear ones, t h e  c i t i z e n s  c o u l d  and 
s h o u l d  share those human moods also w i t h  t h e  
n a t i o n ,  by s i m p l y  r e g i s t e r i n g  these e v e n t s  of 
b i r t h s  and  d e a t h s  w i t h  t he  State. 

The r e g i s t r a t i o n  of b i r t h s  and d e a t h s  has been 
p u t  on  un i fo rm comprehens ive  legal f o o t i n g
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  Union of I n d i a  w i t h  t h e  enac tmen t  
of t h e  R e g i s t r a t i o n  of B i r t h s  and Deaths Act, 
1969. T h i s  ac t  is implemented i n  y o u r  State 
s i n c e.........and State Government had made i t  
compulsory for r e g i s t e r i n g  b i r t h s  and d e a t h s  un- 
der  e n f o r c i n g  the  State r u l e s  w i t h  the  effect  
from........... 

The head of t h e  household  or .h i s /her  nearest 
r e l a t i v e  is r e s p o n s i b l e  for  r e g i s t e r i n g  b i r t h s  
and d e a t h s  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  household ,  m a t e r n i t y  
home or  similar i n s t i t u t i o n s .  The Medical O f f i -
cer i n  charge o r  a pe r son  a u t h o r i s e d  is respon-
s i b l e  for  g e t t i n g  t h e  b i r t h s  and deaths regis-
tered which o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  / h e a l t h  
c e n t r e h a t e r n i t y  c e n t r e  or  i n  any  s u c h  i n s t i t u -  
t i o n s .  Every  b i r t h  and death n e e d s  to be re-
p o r t e d  to t h e  n e a r e s t  r e g i s t r a t i o n  c e n t r e .  It 
is located i n  gram Panchaya t  Office i n  r u r a l  
areas, i n  z o n a l  offices of t h e  E x e c u t i v e  H e a l t h  
Officer of m u n i c i p a l i t y  o r  c o r p o r a t i o n ,  i n  can- 
tonments  i n  t h e  off ice  of t h e  Chief E x e c u t i v e  
Officer. I n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  to  b i r t h s  s h o u l d  
be g i v e n  w i t h i n  1 4  days and  of: deaths w i t h i n  7 
d a y s  to t h e  local Registrar. P e r m i s s i o n  of 
delayed r e g i s t r a t i o n  is  also g r a n t e d  as a spe-
c ia l  measure.  A copy  of a n  e x t r a c t  r e l a t i n g  to  
b i r t h / d e a t h  is  g i v e n  free of c h a r g e  to  t h e  per -
s o n  who gets t h e  e v e n t  registered. 

There are v a r i o u s  b e n e f i t s  of r e g i s t e r i n g  
b i r t h s l d e a t h s .  To establish t h e  date of b i r t h  
and proof  of age, which  is r e q u i r e d  for :  
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Admission to school 
Right  to v o t e  
Employment i n  Government or p r i v a t e  s e r v i c e  
Claiming social s e c u r i t y  benefi t  
Addit ion of name of newborn c h i l d  on r a t i o n  
c a r d s  
Obtaining d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e  
Taking o u t  an  insurance  p o l i c y  
Obtaining a p a s s p o r t  
Enl i s tment  i n  t h e  Army 
Othe r  purposes  where m a x i m u m  o r  minimum age 
l i m i t s  are p r e s c r i b e d  

d e a t h  certificate is necessary  to  Prove the  
fact of d e a t h  and facts about  d e a t h  i n - t h e  fol-
lowing ways: 

- S e t t l e m e n t  of insurance  and pension- Adminis t ra t ion of estates 
- E s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  date of d e a t h  
- Planning p u b l i c  h e a l t h  programmes- Assessing and comparing t h e  g e n e r a l  l e v e l s  

of h e a l t h  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  areas 
- Sens ing  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  m o r t a l i t y  p a t t e r n  

fo r  under tak ing  p r e v e n t i v e  measures and 
f o r  related medical  r e s e a r c h  

- Prevent ing  i n f a n t  and maternal deaths by 

probing i n  to t h e i r  causes 


Thus, prompt r e p o r t i n g  of b i r t h s  and d e a t h s  is 
a s e r v i c e  to  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  t h e  State and t h e  
n a t i o n .  Remember, r e g i s t r a t i o n  of b i r t h s  and 
d e a t h s  is compulsory. Ensure r e g i s t r a t i o n  of 
b i r t h s  and d e a t h s  i n  your fami ly .  

The scheme ' i n s t i t u t i n g  an award for good reg-
i s t r a t i o n  areas i n  S ta tes /Union  Territories' w a s  
s t a r t e d  for the  first time d u r i n g  1981-82. The 
i n t e n t i o n  of t h i s  scheme is n o t  to grant cash  
awards b u t  to g i v e  awards either i n  t he  form of 
t r o p h i e s  o r  such  other t h i n g s  as could  p r o v i d e  
i n c e n t i v e  and create a s p i r i t  of compet i t ion  
among t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  a u t h o r i t i e s  for better 
r e g i s t r a t i o n .  The r e c i p i e n t  of t h e  award would 
n o t  be the  i n d i v i d u a l  b u t  the i n s t i t u t i o n .  

The Sta tes /Union  T e r r i t o r i e s  have been d i v i d e d  
i n t o  f o u r  zones on the  basis of popula t ion  and 
geographica l  c o n d i t i o n s  and it[ f s  proposed to 
select two Sta tes /Union  T e r r i t m i e s  from each 
zone fo r  t h e  award. It is proposed. to i n s t i t u t e  
awards to  20 p e r c e n t  of t h e  d i s t r i c t s  . i n  each 
State/Union T e r r i t o r y .  Within each d i s t r i c t ,  i t  
is proposed to g i v e  awards to two r u r a l  regis-
t r a t i o n  u n i t s  and one. munic ipa l i ty .  

Three sets of cri teria for d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  
have been evolved: (1 1 per iphery  - r u r a l  regis-
t r a t i o n  c e n t r e h u n i c i p a l i t y ,  ( 2 )  d i s t r i c t  l e v e l ,  
and ( 3 )  Sta te /Union  T e r r i t o r y  l e v e l .  The cri-
teria may need p e r i o d i c  review as t h e  c o n s t i -
t u e n t s  of t h e  items of cri teria may p r o g r e s s  
d i f f e r e n t l y  o v e r  t h e  years .  

. .  
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