


















































Pr. 308 (continued)

Content of statistical
report (continued)

Live-birth statistical
report (continued)

(i1)

Death statistical report

(1)

(i1)

Feetal-death statistical
report

(1)

(i1)

PRINCIPLES FOR A VITAL STATISTICS SYSTEM

#Type of birth, ie., single or plural issue
Weight at birth

Characteristics of parents

Date of birth of father; if not available, age
*Date of birth of mother; if not available, age
Date of marriage (for legitimate births)
Industry

Literacy or level of formal education
*Number of children born to this mother
Occupation

*Place of usual residence (of mother)

Status (as employer, employee, etc.)

(2) Death statistical report items

Characteristics of event
*Cause of death
*Certifier

*Date of occurrence
*Date of registration
*Place of occurrence

Characteristics of decedent

Age of surviving spouse (for married)
*Date of birth; if not available, age
Hospitalization

Industry

Legitimacy (for under one year of age)
Literacy or level of formal education
Marital status

Number of children born (for females of child-bearing age

or over)

Occupation

*Place of usual residence

*Sex

Status (as emplover, employee, etc.)

(3) Foetal-death statistical report items

Characteristics of event or product
Cause of feetal death

Certifier or attendant

*Date of occurrence (of feetal delivery)
*Date of registration

Hospitalization
*Legitimacy

*Period of gestation
*Place of occurrence
*Sex

*Type of birth, i.e.,
Weight at delivery

single or plural issue

Characteristics of parents

Date of birth of father; if not available, age
*Date of birth of mother; if not available, age
Date of marriage (for legitimate pregnancies)
Industry

Literacy or level of formal education
*Number of children born to this mother
Occupation

*Place of usual residence (of mother)

Status (as emplover, emplovee, etc.)
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STATISTICAL REPORTING

(4) Marriage statistical report items
(1) Characteristics of event
*Date of occurrence
Date of registration
*Place of occurrence
(i1) Characteristies of bride and groom
“Date of birth; if not available, age
Industry
Literacy or level of formal education
*Marital status
Number of previous marriages
Occupation
“Place of usual residence .
Status (as employer, employee, etc.)
(5) Divorce statistical report items
(1) Characteristics of event
*Date of occurrence
Date of registration
*Place of occurrence
(i1) Characteristies of divorcees
*Date of birth; if not available, age
*Date of marriage
Industry
Literacy or level of formal education
*Number of dependent children
Number of previous marriages
Occupation
Place of occurrence of marriage
*Place of usual residence
Status (as employer, employee, etc.)

309. Definition of each item on the statistical report

{a) Each item on the statistical report should be accompanied by
a clear, explicit, and simple definition for the guidance of the person
recording the information.

(b) In order to achieve international comparability, definitions
adopted should be in accordance with established international standards
and, in so far as possible, with current population census practice in
cach country.

(¢) Definitions which may operate to improve international com-
rarability in connexion with the items suggested for inclusion in the
statistical reports (Principle 308) are given below. Except where other-
wise indicat?d, the characteristics should be reported as of the date of
occurrence of the event.

(1) AGE (duration of life at death, at birth of child, at delivery of
feetus, at marriage, at divorce) is the estimated or calculated interval
between the date of birth and the date of occurrence of the event, expressed
in the largest possible completed units of time, such as yvears, months,
weeks, davs cr hours of life, as appropriate.

(2) ATTENDANT AT BIRTH is the physician, midwife, nurse, or other
person who delivered the mother.

(3) BIRTH ORDER is a tabulation concept based on item (19), “Num-
ber of children born to this mother”. For definitions, see Principle 110
(e) (5) and (20).

(1) CAUSE OF DEATH 1is the morhid condition or disease process,
abnormality, injury or poisoning leading directly, or indirectly, to death.
Symptoms or modes of dving such as heart failure, asthenia, etc., are not
considered to be causes of death for statistical purposes. The underlying
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Pr. 309 (continued)

Definition of statistical
items (continued)

PRINCIPLES FOR A VITAL STATISTICS SYSTEM

cause of death, which, rather than the direct or intermediate antecedent
cause, is the one to be adopted as the main cause for tabulation of mor-
tality statistics may be defined as (a) the disease or injury which initiated
the train of morbid events leading directly to death, or (b) the circum-
stances of the accident or violence which produced the fatal injury.

(5) CERTIFIER is the person who certified the cause of death, i.e.,
the physician or surgeon who attended, the medical practitioner who
examined the body, or the coroner, midwife, nurse, or layman who reported
the cause.

(6) DATE OF BIRTH (of parents, of deceased, of bride and groom,
of divorcees) should be expressed as year, month, and day of birth, that
is, in detail equivalent to that given for ‘“date of occurrence of event”
in order that exact interval between the two dates may be determined
in completed years, months, weeks, days, or hours of life, as required.
If it is not possible to establish date of birth, give “age” as defined in
(1) above.

(7) DATE OF MARRIAGE in connexion with legitimate births is the
day, month, and year of the marriage of the parents of the child or
feetus. For marriages being dissolved by divorce, it is the day, month,
and year of the current marriage.

(8) DATE OF OCCURRENCE (of live birth, death, delivery of dead
feetus, marriage or divorce) is the exact date when the event occurred,
and should be expressed in terms of day, month, and year, and hour if
appropriate.

(9) DATE OF REGISTRATION (of live birth, death, feetal death, mar-
viage, or divorce) should be expressed as day, month, and year when the
legal registration was made.

(10) DURATION OF MARRIAGE is a tabulation concept based on “date
of marriage”, item (7). For definition see Principle 410 (e) (28) and (29).

(11) HosPITALIZATION refers to the actual place where the event
cceurred, as for example in a hospital, institution, private home, or other
location.

(12) INDUSTRY (branch of economic activity) refers to the activity
of the establishment in which an individual is employed, or the kind of
business he operates. The time reference of the industry to be reported
on vital records, as well as the treatment of persons who have never
worked or who are retired, should be consistent with procedures adopted
for population census purposes. (See also “Occupation”, item (£2) and
“Status”, item (26).)

(13) LEGITIMACY is the status of the child or dead fecetus with respect
to being legitimate, that is, considered as the lawful issue of a couple.

(14) LEVEL OF FORMAL EDUCATION should aim to show the highest
level of instruction to which the individual has attained in the country’s
regular educational system or its equivalent. If this information is con-
fined to the population above a stated minimum age, the minimum should
not be higher than twenty-five years. (See also “Literacy”, item (15).)

(15) LITERACY is defined for purposes of international comparisons
as ability both to read and to write a simple message in any one language.
If this question is confined to the population above a stated minimum age,
the minimum should not be higher than fifteen years. (See also ‘“Level
of formal education”, item (14).)

(16) LIVE-BIRTH ORDER is a tabulation concept based on “Number of
children born to this mother”, item (19). For definition, see Principle
110 (e) (H).

(17) MARITAL STATUS should be expressed in such categories as are
required for national purposes but in a manner which will be in con-
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formity with the following concepts as applied to the event being reported:
married; in stable de facto unions (consensually married) ; widowed, not
remarried; divorced, not remarried; single—that is, not married, wid-
owed, or divorced in the sense stated above. Should it be impossible to
obtain information on ‘consensual unions separately, they should be re-
corded as “married”.

(18) MARRIAGE BIRTH ORDER is a tabulation concept based on “Num-
ber of children born to this mother”, item (19). For definitions, see
Principle 410 (e) (5) and (20).

(19) NUMBER OF CHILDREN BORN TO THIS MOTHER is defined as ‘‘total
issue”, that is, all children (including this one in the case of the live-birth
or feetal-death report) born alive or born dead during the lifetime of this
mother, and expressed in such a way as to distinguish (a) children now
living, (b) children born alive and now dead, and (¢) children born dead.
In the case of plural issue, each child or feetus resulting from a confine-
ment should be counted separately. For legitimate births, provision may
be made to obtain information on how many children in (a), (b), and (¢)
above were issue of the current and, in some instances, of the previous
marriages. If the distinction between (a), (b) and (¢) above is not prac-
ticable, the country should endeavour to obtain information on “total
live births to the mother”, or nearest approximation.

(20) NUMBER OF DEPENDENT CHILDREN is the total number of living
children under 16 years of age dependent on either of the divorcees at the
time the petition is filed.

(21) NUMBER OF PREVIOUS MARRIAGES (of persons marrying or of
divorcees) is the number of marriages entered into before the one con-
tracted at this marriage, or before the one ending in this divorce, irrespec-
tive of whether the last previous marriage was dissolved by death or
divorce.

(22) OCCUPATION is the trade, profession, or type of work performed
by the individual. For vital records, the time reference and treatment of
retired and pre-labour force individuals should correspond, as in the case
of “industry”, with the concept adopted for the census of population. (See
also “Industry,” item (12) and “Status,” item (26).)

(23) PERIOD OF GESTATION is the number of completed weeks which
have elapsed between the first day of the last menstrual period and the
date of delivery, irrespective of whether the product of conception was
live-born or born without evidence of life.

(24) PLACE OF OCCURRENCE is the geographic locality where the birth,
death, delivery of a dead feetus, marriage, or divorce occurred. This infor-
mation should be given in enough detail to enable tabulations to be made
for at least the largest administrative subdivisions of the country and for
such smaller administrative subdivisions as may be required for national
use.

(25) PLACE OF USUAL RESIDENCE is the geographic locality where the
person concerned with the vital event usually lives. This information
should be given in enough detail to enable tabulations to be made for at
least the largest administrative subdivisions of the country and for such
smaller administrative subdivisions as may be required for national use.
(Method of determining “place of residence” for purposes of tabulation is
given in Principle 409 (b).)

(26) STATUS (as employer, employee, etc.) refers to the status of an
individual with respect to his employment, that is, whether he is an em-
ployer, worker on own account, employee, or unpaid family worker. (See
also “Industry”, item (12) and “Occupation”, item (22.)
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Definition of statistical
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PRINCIPLES FOR A VITAL STATISTICS SYSTEM

(27) TOTAL BIRTH ORDER is a tabulation concept based on “Number
of children born to this mother”, item (19). For definitions, see Principle
110 (e) (20).

(28) TYPE oF BIRTH refers to the single or plural nature of the issue
of the pregnancy to which the statistical report relates. Each live-born
infant or dead feetus should be characterized as single, twin, triplet, and
so forth, and, for each member of a plural birth, provision should be made
to indicate the condition of the other member(s) (mates) with respect to
being born alive or dead (feetal death), and, if desired, sex.

(29) TYPE OF CERTIFICATION is a tabulation concept based on the
identity of the certifier, item (5) above. (See also Principle 410 (e) (11).)

(30) UNDERLYING CAUSE OF DEATH—see ‘“Cause of death”, item (4).

(31) WEIGHT of a live-born child at birth or of a dead-born feetus
at delivery should be the weight determined immediately after delivery,
and should be expressed in grammes to a degree of significance which will
allow a classification of 500-gramme intervals to be made.

16




PART 4
PRINCIPLES FOR COMPILATION OF VITAL STATISTICS (401-412)

401. Goal of the compilation programme

The compilation of vital statistics should have as its minimum
general goal (1) the provision of total monthly or quarterly summary
counts of live births and deaths (and of feetal deaths, marriages and
divorces if these are included in the collection programme) on a time
schedule prompt enough to provide information for administrative or
other needs; and (2) the production of detailed annual tabulations of such
type and on such time schedule as will make possible their effective use for
the scientific analysis of the interrelationship between demographic, eco-
nomic and social factors, for planning, operating, and evaluating public
health programmes, and for other purposes as required. In so far as pos-
sible, such statistics should be comparable on an international basis and
lend themselves to international analysis.

402. Tabulation area’—geographic aspect

(a) In accordance with individual national conditions and needs,
specific standards for completeness of registration and data coverage
should be set up, and every effort should be made to ensure that the data
for the entire national territory meet these standards.

(b) Where it is impossible to secure figures for the entire
national territory which meet the predetermined degree of completeness
with respect to registration and data coverage, detailed tabulations should
be made only for data from geographic areas which meet the specified
conditions. Separate but regular tabulations should be made for data from
areas falling below the determined criteria, and efforts should be made to
improve registration in the sub-standard areas with a view to including
them as soon as possible in the “national tabulation area”.

(¢) In such cases where the national tabulation area is less than
the national territory, special care should be taken to explain limitations
of coverage and the implications thereof wherever the statistics appear.

403. Tabulation coverage—ethnic aspect

(a) Every effort should be made to ensure that national vital
statisties refer to the total population of the country.

(b) Where registration of vital events among important popu-
lation groups is very incomplete and/or the quantity or quality of original
data is very deficient, separate tabulations may have to be made for the
various segments of the population and an explanation of the limitations
in coverage given wherever the statistics appear.

(¢) In countries where the social and economic characteristics
of large segments of the population vary greatly, it is recommended that,
in so far as possible, the identity of each important population group be
maintained in the tabulations. (See also Principle 308 (b).)

404. Organization for compilation of national vital statistics

National vital statistics should be compiled on a centralized basis
by a national agency specifically charged with this statistical function.

' “Tabulation area” is used to represent that geographic area which meets certain
national criteria for completeness of registration and data coverage, and on which, there-
fore, national tabulations are based.
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“Cut-off date”

Calendar periods
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PRINCIPLES FOR A VITAL STATISTICS SYSTEM

405. National compilation from individual statistical reports

(a) National vital statistics should be compiled in such a way
as to obtain uniformity of classification and tabulation and to permit flexi-
bility and adaptability in tabulation to meet national and international
requirements.

(b) Experience has shown that the procedure best adapted to
produce the highest degree of accuracy, uniformity, and flexibility is cen-
tralized compilation from individual reports which contain full informa-
tion necessary for statistical purposes. (See also Principle 404 above).

406. Tabulation coverage—*‘cut-off date”

(a) Final annual tabulations should be made on the basis of
statistical reports received before a specified date known as a “cut-off
date”, determined by each country on the basis of national factors such as
the period allowed for registration and the channels for statistical re-
porting.

(b) Reports received after the cut-off date, which will include
reports on events which have been registered by any means at varying
times after the expiration of the legal maximum declaration period, should
be tabulated separately by date of occurrence in order that they may pro-
vide a means by which analysis of the problem of delayed registration,
declared registration, and delayed reporting may be made with a view to
initiating appropriate remedial measures, if required. Unless the volume
is very large, extensive detailed national tabulations would not ordinarily
be made on these reports.

407. Tabulation by calendar periods

Final tabulations should refer to a Gregorian calendar period,
i.e., solar month, quarter, or year, as appropriate. If for reasons of climate
or other considerations national vital statistics are more meaningful on
a different time base, provision should be made for supplying solar calen-
'dar-period tabulations in addition.

408. Tabulation by date of occurrence or date of registration

(¢) Final tabulations for any calendar period should be based
on events which occurred during that period and not on those registered.
Should it be administratively necessary to tabulate final figures by “date
of registration” rather than “date of occurrence”, evaluation studies
should be made to determine the degree to which tabulations by date of
registration approximate those by date of occurrence, and it is desirable
that the analyses of this relationship be published.

(b) For purposes of current weekly, monthly, or quarterly sum-
maries which must be compiled rapidly, counts referring to date of regis-
tration may be used but in this case also it should be demonstrated that
analyses based on events which are registered during a period can be
interpreted in terms of those which occurred.

409. Tabulation by place of occurrence and place of residence

(a) Final tabulations for geographic areas less than the total
national territory and for cities, should be made according to place of
usual residence. In addition, such place-of-occurrence tabulations as are
required for administrative or other purposes should be made.

(b) Determination of ‘“‘place of residence”® for purposes of
tabulation should be made as follows:

*The definition of “residence” upon which the allocation of vital events to place of
residence is made should not be a legalistic one but one which will allow vital statistics to
be related to corresponding population data.
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COMPILATION

Fcetal deaths Place of residence of mother

Live births }

Infant deaths

Deaths....... ... .. Place of residence of decedent
Marriages. .. .. ..ot e Place of residence of groom
Divorees. ... Place of residence of husband

(¢) Tabulation of data for the national territory should relate
in general to data on events occurring within the national boundaries,
although under certain circumstances, as for example during war years,
provision may need to be made for including in the national tabulations
data for deaths among the armed forces stationed outside the national

boundaries.
(d) Special consideration should be given to obtaining corre-
sponding population figures for the computation of rates.

410. Annual tabulation programme for national and international purposes

(a) The annual tabulation programme for national and inter-
national purposes should provide data in such classifications as are re-
quired for national study of the incidence, time trends and geographical
differentials of the most important characteristics of fertility, mortality,
nuptiality, and divorce, and the exploration of their interrelationships. It
should also seek to meet the requirements of international agencies and,
in general, be in agreement with the recommendations for achieving inter-
national comparability.

(b) The design of the tabulation programme should take into
consideration the maximum utilization of information available, the desira-
bility of the tabulations, the practicability of performing the counting
operations, using the tabulation facilities ordinarily available to the statis-
tical services of the countries, and the suitability of the arrangement for
deriving tables for presentation.

(c) A suggested basic annual programme for the tabulation of
live births, deaths, feetal deaths, marriages and divorces, including sug-
gested standard classification schemes, is given in paragraph (e) below.
This programme, which makes use of only the first priority (*) items in
Principle 308, consists of tabulations which are of major general impor-
tance for purposes of demographic analysis. However, it should not be
overlooked that vital statistics of a country are more useful to that country
and for general scientific purposes if they are tabulated in relation to the
significant social and economic groups which are identified within the
country (see Principle 403). The basic tabulation programme in para-
graph (e) does not include such tabulations, and many countries will wish
to compile their vital statistics also in relation to other variables given in
paragraphs (b) and (d) of Principle 308 and by ‘“urban-rural” groupings
or for localities classified by size, etc.

(d) It is emphasized that the tabulations outlinéd below do not
constitute a working programme of operating specifications. The manner
in which these data are to be obtained from the tabulations will vary
according to the types of equipment available. Hence, in designing oper-
ating specifications, these suggested tabulations of data will need to be
combined in such a way as to obtain the maximum utilization of equipment
at hand. Neither are the suggested tabulations a publication programme
because it may not be desirable to publish annually all of the classifications
indicated below, or it may be inexpedient to publish the data in these
forms. Therefore, these tabulations represent only the cross-classifications
and counts which are considered desirable for an annual programme in
each country.

(e) An annual tabulation programme based on the first priority
(*) statistical items listed in Principle 308 and defined in Principle 309
is given in this paragraph. Unless otherwise specified and as applicable, it
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Pr. 410 (continued) PRINCIPLES FOR A VITAL STATISTICS SYSTEM

Tabulation programme is suggested that the tabulations outlined below be made for the following
(continued) geographic areas: (1) the country as a whole; (2) each major civil divi-
sion; and (3) each very important city. “Residence” is determined as set

forth in Principle 409.

Live-birth tabulations (1) Live births classified by place of occurrence
(Tabulate also for each geographic unit smaller than the major civil division.)

Classification

Place of occurrence: each major civil division, each geographic
unit smaller than the major civil division, each very important
city in the country.

(2) Resident live births classified by attendant at birth
(Tabulate also for each geographic unit smaller than the major civil division.)
Classification

Attendant: physician, midwife, nurse, other, not stated.

(3) Resident live births classified by month of occurrence

Classification
Month of occurrence: calendar month.

(4) Resident live births cross-classified by sex and legitimacy
Classifications

Sex: male, female.
Legitimacy: legitimate, illegitimate, not stated.

(5) Resident live births cross-classified by age of mother and live-birth order’
Classifications
Age: under 15 years, 15-19, 20-24, 25-29, 30-34, 35-39, 40-44,
45-49, 50 and over, not stated.
Live-birth order: 1st, 2nd, 8rd, 4th . . . 10th and over, not stated.

Death tabulations (6) Deaths classified by place of occurrence
(Tabulate also for each geographic unit smaller than the major civil division.)

Classification

Place of occurrence: each major civil division, each geographic
unit smaller than the major civil division, each very important
city in the country.

(7) Deaths classified by place of residence of decedent
(Tabulate also for each geographic unit smaller than the major civil division.)

Classification

Place of residence: each major civil division, each geographic
unit smaller than the major civil division, each very important
city in the country.

(8) Resident deaths cross-classified by month of occurrence and selected causes
of death

Classifications

Month of occurrence: calendar month.
Causes of death: selected underlying causes.!?

* Live-birth order is the numerical order of the child (the report of whose birth is
being tabulated) in relation to all previous live-born issue of the mother, irrespective of
whether pregnancies were nuptial or extra-nuptial. It is computed on the basis of informa-
tion given under item (19) of Principle 309, that is, “Number of children born to this
mother” (a) now living, and (b) born alive and now dead. Should it be desirable to
compute live-birth order solely on nuptial or legitimate issue, it is suggested that the term
“marriage live-birth order” be adopted for this modified index.

" Causes of death to be selected are those which are not only important to the country
as leading causes of death but which also have significant seasonal variation. Categories
should be selected from the “Detailed List” of the Manual of the International Statistical
Classification of Diseases, Injuries, and Causes of Death. Sixth Revision of the Interna-
tional Lists of Diseases and Causes of Death, Adopted 1948, Volume 1. (Bulletin of the
\World Health Organization, Supplement 1, Geneva, Switzerland, 1948), pp. 1-42.
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COMPILATION Pr. 410 (continued)

(9) Deaths cross-classified by sex, age, and cause Tabulation programme
(Tabulate only for the country as a whole.) (continued)
Classtfications Death tabulations
Sex : male, female. (continued)

Age: under 1 year, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5-9, 10-14, 15-19, 20-24, 25-29 . . .
85 and over, not stated.
Cause of death: Intermediate List of 150 Causes.!!

(10) Resident deaths cross-classified by sex, age, and cause
Classifications
Sex : male, female.
Age: under 1 year, 1-4, 5-14, 15-24, 25-34 . . . 65-74, 75 and over,
not stated.
Cause: Abbreviated List of 50 Causes.1?

(11) Resident deaths cross-classified by type of certification and cause
Classifications
Type of certification :13 medical, other, not stated.

Cause: Intermediate List of 150 Causes.?

(12) Infant deaths (under 1 year of age) classified by place of occurrence
(Tahulate also for each geographic unit smaller than the major civil division.)
Classification
Place of occurrence: each major civil division, each geographic

unit smaller than the major civil division, each very important
city in the country.

(13) Infant deaths (under 1 year of age) classified by place of residence of mother
(Tabulate also for each geographic unit smaller than the major civil division.)
Classification
Place of residence: each major civil division, each geographic

unit smaller than the major civil division, each very important
city in the country.

(14) Resident infant deaths (under 1 year of age) cross-classified by age and
month of occurrence
Classifications
Age: under 28 days, under 1 year, not stated.

Month of occurrence: calendar month.

(15) Resident infant deaths (under 1 year of age) cross-classified by sex and age
Classifications

Sex : male, female.
Age: under 1 day, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 days; 7-13, 14-20, 21-27, 28 days
to under 2 months; 2, 3,4 ... 11 months; not stated.
(16) Resident infant deaths (under 1 year of age) classified by cause of death
Classification
Causes of deathi: selected underlying causes.!*

(17) Feetal deaths classified by place of occurrence Feetal-death tabulations

Classification
Place of occurrence: each major civil division, each very impor-

tant city in the country.

" Manual of the International Statistical Classification of Diseases, Injuries, and
Causes of Death. Op. cit., pp. 355-360.

 Ibid., pp. 361-2.
" In order to give some indication of the specific type of medical certification, it is

suggested that, if possible, a distinction be made between certification by the physician or
surgeon who attended.the deceased at the last illness and certification by a medical practi-
tioner who only examined thé body after death.

* Causes of death to be selected are those which are important as causes of infant
mortality. Categories should be selected from the “Detailed List” of the Manual of the
International Statistical Classification of Diseases, Injuries, and Causes of Death, op. cit.,
pp. 1-42.
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PRINCIPLES FOR A VITAL STATISTICS SYSTEM

(18) Resident feetal deaths classified by sex and period of gestation
Classification

Period of gestation: under 20 completed weeks, 20-27 comple
weeks, 28-36 completed weeks, 37 completed weeks and o
not stated.

(19) Resident late” feetal deaths cross-classified by sex and legitimaey
Classifications

Sex: male, female, not stated.
Legitimacy : legitimate, illegitimate, not stated.

(20) dReﬁident late™ foetal deaths cross-classified by age of mother and total bi
order’

Classifications

Age: under 15 years, 15-19, 20-24, 25-29, 30-34, 35-39, 40-
45-49, 50 and over, not stated.
Total birth order: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th . . . 10th and over, not state
(21) Confinements' cross-classified by type of birth and status of issue wi
respect to being born alive or dead
Classifications

Type of birth: single, twin, triplet, quadruplet, etc., and nc
stated.

Status of issue:

Single —live birth,
feetal death;

Twin — 2 live births,
1 live birth and 1 feetal death,
2 feetal deaths:

Triplet — 3 live births,
2 live births and 1 feetal death,
1 live birth and 2 feetal deaths,

3 feetal deaths;
and so forth.

(22) Resident™ marriages classified by month of occurrence

Classification
Month of occurrence: calendar month.

{23) Resident marriages cross-classified by age of bride and age of groom
Classification

Age: under 15 years, 15-19, 20-24, 25-29 . . . 75 and over, not
statéd.

(24) Resident marriages cross-classified by previous marital status of bride and
provious marital status of groom

Classification

Marital status: single, widowed, divorced (or equivalent). In
addition, “married” for males if polygamy is allowed.

*“Late fetal deaths” refer to those of 28 completed weeks of gestation and over.

* “Total birth order” is the numerical order of the feetus (the report of whose death
is being tabulated) in relation to all previous issue of the mother, irrespective of whether
the issue were live-born or dead feetuses, or whether pregnancies were nuptial or extra-
nuptial. It is computed on information given in item (19) of Principle 309, that is “Number
of children born to this mother”, or “‘total issue”. Should it be desirable to restrict “total
birth order” to nuptial or legitimate issue only, it is suggested that the term “marriage
total birth order” be adopted for this modified index.

" “Confinements”, as used here, is synonymous with “deliveries”, “maternities”, or
“total cases of birth”. The number of confinements is the same as the number of individuals
(live-born or still-born) in the case of single births, but is of course less than the total
number of live births plus feetal deaths in the case of plural issue, inasmuch as the term
refers to the “sets” of twins or triplets.

* Tabulations should be made by residence of the bride as well as by residence of the
groom.
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COMPILATION

(25) Marriages cross-classified by previous marital status and age of participants.
Tabulate separately for bride and for groom

(Tabulate only for the country as a whole.)
Classifications

Marital status: single, widowed, divorced (or equivalent). In
addition, “married” for males if polygamy is allowed.

Age: under 15 years, 15-19, 20-24, 25-29 . . . 75 and over, not
stated.

(26) Divorces classified by place of occurrence
Classification
Place of occurrence: each major civil division, each very impor-
tant city in the country.

(27) Resident diverces cross-classified by age of wife and age of husband
Classification
Age: under 15 years, 15-19, 20-24, 25-29 . . . 75 and over, not
stated.

(28) Divorces cross-classified by duration of marriage” and age of divorcees,
Tabulate separately for husband and for wife

(Tabulate only for the country as a whole.)

Classifications

Age: under 15 years, 15-19, 20-24, 25-29 . . . 75 and over, not
stated.

Duration of marriage: under 1 year, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 years,
10-14, 15-19, 20 years and over, not stated.

(29) Di.vorcgs cross-classified by number of dependent children and duration of
marriage
(Tabulate only for the eountry as a whole.)

Classtficalions,

Number of dependent children: none, 1 child, 2 children . . .
7 and over, not stated.

Duration of marriage: under 1 year, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 years,
10-14, 15-19, 20 years and over, not stated.

411. Tabulations necessary for the administration of the vital registration system

In addition to the tabulations mentioned in Principle 410 (e),
provision should be made to tabulate items which evaluate the efficiency
of the registration system. Such tabulations would be utilized in the analy-
sis of vital statistics and would serve as a guide for the improvement of
services.

412. Provision of tabulations to meet local needs

(a) The national tabulation programme carried out by a national
office of vital statistics may need to be supplemented by summary tabula-
tions, made at the local or regional level by the services concerned, which
would have as their objective the prompt provision of information on sub-
jects requiring immediate administrative action.

(b) Provision should be made at the national level to provide,
on request, detailed geographic tabulations which may not be included in
the routine national tabulation programme.

" “Duration of marriage” is the time, in completed years, elapsed between the exact
date of the marriage being dissolved and the date of the divorce.

Pr. 411-412

Tabulation progra:
(continued)

Marriage tabulatio
(continued)

Divorce tabulations

Tabulations for local
areas




Glossary of terms

GLOSSARY OF TERMS

Analysis (statistical) is the examination of data by the statistical mett
to distinguish the component parts or elements, to investigate th
nature and relation to each other and to the whole, and to interpret the
quantitative, causal, or probable relations in terms of the problem und
study.

Assembling is the process of gathering or bringing together statisti
compiled on a decentralized basis.

Classtfication is the systematic arrangement (sorting) of units into tf
established mutually exclusive categories or classes of a definite class
fication scheme, designed for a specific characteristic of the unit.

Collection is the process of gathering individual reports on vital event
for the purpose of compiling statistics from them.

Compilation is the process of condensation of information by classifying
and tabulating statistical reports in various categories or classes witt
the object of producing vital statistics according to a predeterminec
programme.

Consolidation is the process of combining into one aggregate statistics
compiled by different agents.

Distribution is the process of disseminating statistics among eonsumers,
usually in the form of published documents.

Presentation is the making available of statistics, through publication or
other means of dissemination.

Recording (statistical) is the inscription, for statistical purposes, of speci-
fied items of information with respect to a registered event.

Register (noun) is a collection, list, or file of records arranged according
to some filing scheme,

Register (verb)—see “registration”.

Registrar is the official authorized to register the occurrence of a vital
event and to record the required details with respect to it.

Registration is the legal recording with the authorized officials of the
occurrence of an event, together with certain identifying or descriptive
characteristics of the event.

Registration method is the continuous and permanent, compulsory record-
ing of the occurrence and the characteristics of vital events primarily
for their value as legal documents and secondarily for their usefulness
as a source of statistics.

Registration record is the legal document which attests to the occurrence
and to certain characteristics of a vital event.

Registration statistics—see “vital statistics”.

Report (statistical) is the record containing the items of information with
respect to a vital event, that is, the “raw” materials systematically
arranged, which are required for vital statistics.

Reporting (statistical) is the transmission of statistical reports on vital
events to the agency responsible for compilation of statistics on these
events.

Tabulation is the counting of units in each category of a specific classifi-
cation scheme and the systematic arrangement (seriation) of the results
in such tabular form as will serve the needs of the investigation.
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GLOSSARY

Vital event is a live birth, death, feetal death, marriage, divorce, adoption,
legitimation, recognition, annulment, or legal separation.
Vital record—see “‘registration record”.

Vital statistics are the facts, systematically collected and compiled in
numerical form,' relating to or derived from records of vital events.

Glossary (continued)




SUBJECT-MATTER INDEX

(Numbers refer to Principles in which the subject is treated.)

Accuracy of data, improvement of,
306

Adoption, statistical definition of, 202

Annual tabulation programme for
national and international pur-
poses, 410

Annulment, statistical definition of,
202,

Calendar periods, tabulation by, 407

Centralization:
of collection, 303
of compilation, 404, 405
of registration, 205

Certificate of cause of death, medical,
307

Certification of cause of death, 307

Channelling statistical reports, 303,
304

Collection of statistical reports:
control of, 304
organization for, 303

Compilation of national vital statis-
tics:
from individual statistical reports,

405

goal of, 401
organization for, 404

Completeness:
improvement of, 306
of coverage, 305
of registration, 402
of reporting, 301, 302

Compulsory nature of registration,
203

Confidentiality, 103

Confinements, suggested tabulation
of, 410

Content of statistical report on a vital
event, 308

Control of receipt of statistical re-
ports, 304

Co-ordination, 105, 205

Cost of current registration, 211

“Cut-off date,” 406

Data, improvement of completeness
and accuracy, 306

“Date of occurrence” as a basis for
tabulations, 408

“Date of registration” as a basis for
tabulations, 408

Death:
statistical definition of, 202
statistical report, items suggested

for, 308

tabulations, 410

“Declared évents,” provision for reg-
istration of, 214

Definition of :
adoption, 202
annulment, 202
death, 202

divorce, 202
each item on the registration
record, 216
each item on the statistical report,
309
feetal death, 202
legal separation, 202
legitimation, 202
live birth, 202
marriage, 202
recognition, 202
stillbirth, 202
vital events, 202
vital statistics svstem, 101
Delayed registration, provision for,
213
Divorce:
statistical definition of, 202
statistical report, items suggested
for, 308
tabulations, 410
Duties of registrar, 207, 305
Efficiency:
of registrars, 208
of registration system. 411
Evaluation of the vital statistics sys-
tem, 106
Feetal death:
statistical definition of, 202
statistical report, items suggested
for, 308
tabulations, 410
Form and content of the registration
record, 215
Form of the statistical report on a
vital event, 307
Function of a vital statistics system,
102
Goal of the compilation programme,
401
Improvement of completeness and ac-
curacy of data reported for statis-
tical purposes, 306
Incentives to registration, 204, 211
Individuality of statistical reports,
307
Infant death tabulations, 410
Informant:
designation of, 209
duties of, 209
education of, 306
International comparability, 309, 401,
410
Items on statistical report, definition
of each, 309
Items suggested for statistical report
of:
death, 308
divorce, 308
feetal death, 308
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live birth, 308
marriage, 308
Legal separation, statistical definition
of, 202
Legitimation, statistical definition of,
202
Live birth:
statistical definition of, 202
statistical report, items suggested
for, 308
tabulations, 410
Local area tabulations, 412
Marriage:
statistical definition of, 202
statistical report, items suggested
for, 308
tabulations, 410
Medical certificate of cause of death,
form of, 307
Medical certification of cause of
death, responsibility for, 209
National Committees on Vital and
Health Statistics, 105
National tabulation area, 402
National vital statistics:
form of report from which com-
piled, 405
organization for compilation of, 404
National vital statistics systems, re-
sponsibility for establishment, 104
Number and size of primary registra-
tion units, 206
Organization:
for collection of statistical reports,
303
for compilation of national vital
statistics, 404
for registration at local and na-
tional level, 205
Place of record linkage (population
registers) in the vital statisties
system, 109
Place of registration, 210
Place of residence, 210
determination of, for tabulation
purposes, 409
Place of residence versus place of
occurrence in tabulations, 409
Place of sampling in the vital statis-
tics system, 107
Place of special surveys in the vital
statistics system, 108
Place where registration is to be
made, 210
Population registers, place of in the
vital statistics system, 109
Presumed deaths, 214
Primary registration units, number
and size of, 206
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Priorities:
for collection of information, 308
for registration of vital events, 201
Proof of registration, 211
Querying procedures, 306
Recognition, statistical definition of,
202
Recording statistical information, 305
Record linkage in the vital statistics
system, 109
Registers, 215, 216
Registrar:
duties of, 207, 305
improving efficiency of, 208
registration responsibilities, 207
statistical responsibilities, 305
Registration:
cost of, 211
“declared events,” 214
delayed, 213
incentives to, 204
informant, 209 )
organization for, 205
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proof of, 211
time allowed, 212
Registration method, definition of,
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Registration record:
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form and content of, 215
Registration system, efficiency of, 411
Registration units, number and size
of, 206
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Tabulation by:
calendar periods, 407
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“cut-off date,” 406
ethnic aspect, 403
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