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Basic elements to be taken in consideration in the framework of the 
implementation of a new classifications of economic activities into a Statistical 
Business Register (SBR):

• the new classification must be complete (-> structure, explanatory notes, correspondence 
table, and introductory guidelines) 

• what about national versions of the classification?

• double coding and backcasting

• planning of the new classification in the statistical products

Implementation into the SBR - introduction



• Fundamental: a classification like ISIC should never be exclusively defined by 
the classification team, but must involve a wide range of stakeholders (SBR 
people, producers of official statistics, administration, trade associations, 
universities …

• The first concrete step in integrating a new classification into the statistical 
production process is its implementation in the SBR

• This means recoding of the SBR, and this can only be done with the support 
and guidance of the explanatory notes, correspondence tables and the 
introductory guidelines

Implementation into the SBR - basics



• What about the regional/national versions of a classification?

• In many cases “central” classifications are adapted in order to obtain 
classifications more suited to the regional/national realities?

• This adaptation takes the form of the definition of new classifications, which 
are generally linked to the “central” classification via the code structure or 
correspondence tables

• Thereby, SBR are not always coded with the “central classification”, in our 
case ISIC Rev 5, but with derived classifications 

• This influences in parallel the implementation period of a classification into a 
SBR 

Implementation into the SBR – national versions



• SBR are a basic source for the production of data on statistics which concern 
establishments, enterprises, enterprise groups, multinational enterprises … 

• The implementation of a new classification of economic activities implies 
changing the unit codes in the SBR

• Recoding of units in an SBR are done

• based on correspondence tables and explanatory notes

• manually or with the help of information technology

• Recoding of SBRs with the help of information technology are mainly based 
on machines learning algorithms, however there are also different AI 
approaches, e.g. combined with web scraping etc.

Implementation into the SBR - recoding



• Correspondence tables are created mostly manually and present the 
following relations

• 1:1

• 1:N

• N:1

• M:N

• Depending on the relations between the codes of the old and the new 
classification, units in the SBR may be recoded automatically or need a more 
in-depth analysis and approach that is generally done manually

Implementation into the SBR –
correspondence tables



• In order to serve the needs of statistics producers and to ensure their 
authoritative role, SBRs should provide users with double coding according to 
both the old and the new classification for defined reference year(s)  

• Double coding in SBRs often leads also to greater control of the units they 
contain. Thus, errors might be spotted for how a unit has been encoded in the 
old version of the classification. This will normally be corrected directly in the 
business register

Implementation into the SBR – double coding



• The transition from one classification version to another influences 
considerably the existing statistical time series. Through backcasting
techniques (for which double coding is an essential precondition), the 
coherence of time series can be ensured

• Data series are expressed in terms of the new classification, and the lengths 
of these backcasting periods have to be defined by the different statistic 
products

• Based on the need for methodological guidance, Eurostat has published a 
first Backcasting manual in 2008, which has been considerably revampedin
2025 (link …) 

Implementation into the SBR - backcasting



Implementation of the new classification in 
statistical products (example of Eurostat)



Implementation of the new classification in 
statistical products (example of Eurostat)
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