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Objectives driving the STG12 Action Plan

Harmonize statistical methodologies on classifications across Africa and 
ensure alignment with international and continental frameworks

Support capacity building and the implementation of a common framework 
for classification in Africa

Adapt and standardize nomenclatures to align with national, regional, and 
continental contexts, while considering specificities of local practices

Monitor the implementation of SHaSA 2 in member states, ensuring that 
common standards and methods are adopted and followed

Promote the use of new data sources and statistical tools by encouraging 
innovation in statistical systems across African countries 

Address emerging statistical challenges in Africa and propose practical, 
internationally compliant solutions
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The STG12 priority list of essential classifications
Classificatio
n & latest 
Version

Full Name Why It’s Important Relevant Domain Main Use

ISIC

Rev 5

CPC

Version 3

HS

2022

COFOG
Classification of the Functions of 
Government

Helps track government expenditure 
by function (e.g., health, education).

Economic
National Accounts, Public 
Finance

ISCO

2008

International Standard Classification of 
Occupations

Essential for labour market statistics, 
unemployment, and skills mismatch.

Demographic & Social
Labour Force Surveys, 
Employment statistics

Central Product Classification
Used for product-level statistics such 
as production, services, and trade.

Economic
Economic activity, Services, 
Trade, National Accounts

Harmonized Commodity Description 
and Coding System

Globally accepted classification for 
international trade of goods.

Economic
Import/export statistics, 
customs

International Standard Industrial 
Classification of All Economic 
Activities

Core classification for economic 
statistics, used in GDP, employment, 
and production statistics.

Economic & 
Demographic & Social

National Accounts, Economic 
Surveys, Statistical Business 
Register, Labour Force Survey
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The STG12 next meetings

Webinaire on Automated Classification of Economic units
 3rd or 4th quarter 2026
 All AU Members invited
 Continental and International experiences

Webinaire to Follow Up on Implementation and Future Actions
 November 2026
 All AU Members invited
 Analysis of the second wave of the classification status survey 
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Sub Group activities

Sub group on African Revenue Classification:
 Composition

17 Member States
3 Regional Economic Communities
3 Technical Partners

 Will provide a draft Classification
 Virtual and in-person meetings
 First experiment of a Continental 

Classification

Sub group on modular training program 
tailored to the contexts of countries and/or 
regions:
 Composition to be defined
 support this action plan initiative
 Virtual and in-person meetings
 build on the implementation of PANSTAT
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Open ended discussion

 How can we reprioritize tasks to meet the most critical objectives by 
December 2026?

 How can we improve coordination/work method among STG12 members to 
accelerate progress?

 What adjustments can we make to timelines, methodologies, or scope to 
ensure feasibility?

Some food for thought 
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