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1. Status of questionnaire completion
30 out of 54 countries responded to the questionnaire, i.e. 56%.

List of countries that responded:
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Among the countries that responded:
 12 were in the first hybrid meeting
 18 were not



2. Governance and use of statistical classifications
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National coordinating body for all statistical classifications?

Official framework governing the adoption of international classifications?

National statistical office play an advisory or support role in classification?

Protocol or plan for adopting new versions of classification?

Classification and their codes disseminated and accessible to the public?

Maintain correspondence tables to ensure interoperability?

Among the 30 countries, number of countries with:

• National Statistical Office or System 
• Directorate of Statistical Standards 
• Quality Assurance Unit
• Economic Statistics Team

• Commission on Standards, Classifications, and Statistical Methods 
(National Statistics Council)

• Service attached to the National Institute of Statistics and Economic and 
Demographic Studies

• Department of Studies, Research, and Methodological Development

The national coordinating body for all statistical classifications are:



2. Governance and use of statistical classifications
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2. Governance and use of statistical classifications

Yes, 11, 35%

No, 12, 39%

Not sure, 8, 
26%

Yes No Not sure

Do you experience interoperability or consistency issues due to different 
classification versions across sectors? 

• Late HS updates required retroactive 
data reclassification.

• Some codes irrelevant for small island 
states.

• Limited experience reconciling different 
classification versions. 

• Inconsistent definitions across 
institutions lead to data differences. 

• Interoperability issues from multiple 
classification standards

If yes, elaborate:



3. International Standard Industrial Classification (ISIC)
Year of the last update or revision of the ISIC 
classifications in your country? 
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Version of ISIC classifications in the countries:
 ISIC Rev. 3: 1 
 ISIC Rev. 4: 26   
 ISIC Rev. 5: 2   
    
On ISIC Rev. 4:    
                ISIC Rev 3 and Partially ISIC Rev.4 
 Using NAEMA Rev. 2 derived from ISIC

Formal process or mechanism in 
place for updating ISIC classifications?
        Yes:                      18
        No:                       9
        In development: 3

To what extent are ISIC classifications integrated across 
government agencies and statistical domains?  
 Fully integrated: 16
 Partially integrated: 13
 Not integrated: 1

Receiving any technical assistance related to ISIC in the last 5 years
 No: 24
 Yes: 6



3. International Standard Industrial Classification (ISIC)
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Technical training
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Funding support
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Guidelines/manuals
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Translation/localization of…

Type of support would be most beneficial to 
improve your use of ISIC classifications

Other things to say about ISIC in your country: 
 A refresher course on ISIC is needed.
 An interdepartmental working group has been established and is 

currently working on adapting ISIC Rev.5.
 Continuous updates are necessary to capture emerging industries 

such as fintech, renewable energy, and e-commerce.
 A nationally adapted version of ISIC is used, called the NSIC 

(National Standard Industrial Classification of Economic Activities), 
which operates with a 5-digit code.

 Proper training of staff across other agencies is required to ensure 
full alignment.



4. Central Product Classification (CPC)
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Version of CPC in your country
           CPC 1: 4
           CPC 2: 17
           CPC 3: 1

Formal process or mechanism in place 
for updating CPC classifications? 
 Yes:                12
 No:                16
 In development: 2

To what extent are CPC classifications integrated 
across government agencies and statistical domains?
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4. Central Product Classification (CPC)
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Receiving any technical assistance related to CPC in 
the last 5 years
 No: 26
 Yes: 4



5. Other classifications: HS, COFOG, ISCO, COICOP, ISCED, EBOPS, BEC
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Is there a formal process or mechanism in place 
for updating HS classifications? 

Yes In development No

Average Median Min Max Most Version

HS 2021 2022 2006 2024 HS 2022

COFOG 2014 2019 1999 2024 COFOG 2019

ISCO 2013 2014 2008 2024 ISCO 2008

COICOP 2016 2020 1999 2025 COICOP 
2018

ISCED 2014 2012 1998 2025 ISCED 2011

EBOPS 2014 2011 2009 2024 EBOPS 2010

BEC 2017 2020 2002 2025 Rev 4 & 5

Year of the last update or revision of the classifications 
in the countries, and versions used in the countries



6. Strategic Outlook and Recommendations
Priority Areas for Improving Statistical Classifications
Countries highlighted several key priorities: 
1. Coordination and Harmonization 
2. Updates and International Alignment 
3. Capacity Building  
4. Technical Systems and Tools  
5. Data Integration and Mapping  
6. Localization and Relevance 
7. Key Statistical Areas 

Are there plans to update or harmonize statistical 
classifications in the next 2-3 years?   

15, 53%

3, 11%

10, 36%

Yes No Not sure

Suggestions for Regional Cooperation on Statistical Classifications in Africa
1. Strengthening Regional Coordination
2. Capacity Building and Training
3. Knowledge Sharing and Tools
4. Harmonization and Standardization

5. Data Integration and Digital Systems
6. Regional Projects and Partnerships
7. Awareness and Advocacy



THANK YOU!
Ali Yedan

yedan@un.org 

mailto:yedan@un.org

	Survey of regional countries to gather insights on the current status and use of statistical classifications���Ali Yedan, PhD��African Centre for Statistics, ECA
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13

