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South African experience on the use of Central Product Classification (CPC) 



Classification system used

The CPC aids in aligning products with the Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) to manage data on industrial 
production and commodity trade.

In South Africa, products are classified based on the United Nations' Central Product Classification (CPC), which 
categorizes both goods and services based on their physical characteristics and industrial origin

It is used for national accounts, trade statistics, and economic analysis, aligning with international standards 
like the System of National Accounts (SNA)

The classification is fundamental to Statistics South Africa (Stats SA) and SA Reserve Bank for organizing trade, 
production, and price statistics
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Implementation plan for updating classifications in line with and CPC Ver. 3.0

South Africa is aligning national classifications with CPC Ver. 3.0, which allows for closer alignment between 
industrial production and trade data.

Processes and plans to adopt CPC 3.0 in 2026:

Establishment of working group consisted on experts from different entities

Adoption of CPC 3.0 by the working group

Getting buy in from the management and 

Standards Committee (SC) to check for correctness and practicality including that the content is 
in line with international best practice

Ratified by the Executive Committee before approval by the Statistician-General

CPC 3.0 will be implemented with immediate effect, as soon as the SG approve it



Highlight new technologies being used and any future plans

Stats SA is currently exploring a need for assistance with Digital classification of businesses and automation 
of classifications in general 

We would like to learn more about the technology and consider a collaboration with other NSO’s 



Key lessons learned
key lessons learned

Adopting and using the latest previous versions of CPC make it easy to transit to the new international 
classification
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