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Overview

International Family of Classifications
❖ Purpose
❖ Scope
❖ Dissemination
❖ Task Team on Best Practices & IFC 

Available at: https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Family 

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Family
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Purpose

International Family of Classifcations

• Repository of international statistical classifications adopted by the 
UN Statistical Commission or other relevant intergovernmental bodies

• Maintained by the UN Committee of Experts on International Statistical 
Classifications

• Set of grading criteria and a review process was established 
for adding new member classifications
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Grading Criteria
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Grading Criteria Criteria 
∙Custodian 

∙ Primary Use 
∙ Conceptual Basis 

∙ Scope, etc.
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Scope

• Covers broad statistical areas (CSA 2.0) such as 
demographic and social statistics, economic statistics, 
environmental statistics, etc.

• Currently includes 147 classifications, such as: 
❖ ISIC, CPC, COICOP, COFOG, SIEC
❖ International Standard Classification of Education: 

Education Programmes 2011 (ISCED-P 2011)
❖ International Standard Classification of Occupations 08 (ISCO-08)
❖ Classification of Environmental Purposes (CEP)



IMF | Statistics 8

Dissemination

• Available on UNSD website at https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Family 

• Searchable by statistical domain, name, and acronym

• Includes basic bibliographic information for each member classification, such as 
status, custodian, the year of its adoption, etc.

• Shows the relationship of a member classification to other classifications

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Family
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Dissemination
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Dissemination - By Domain
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Dissemination - By Name
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Task Team on Best Practices & IFC

2022  
UNCEISC recommended creation of a Task Team on Best Practices to review and 
update:  1) the existing documents that provide guidance on the development of 
classifications; and 2) the approval process of international classifications

2023
UNCEISC proposed to extend Task Team to include IFC (TT-BP/IFC) and 
implementation of CSA 2.0 in IFC

2025
Terms of Reference for the TT-BP/IFC approved by Statistical Commission
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Task Team on Best Practices & IFC

Updates

✓ Map updated IFC to CSA V2.0 structure and identify/document any gaps or issues 

✓ Chair of Task Team has revisited the Best Practice Guidelines documentation with 
a view to produce a revised draft for Task Team to consider and work from

✓ Initial drafting of new Best Practice Guidelines has identified need for complete 
restructure and rewrite as many traditional principles are not as relevant as 
before
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Next Steps

• Confirm membership and reconvene Task Team 
• Wider introduction of aggregated views, and analytical classifications requires a re-

consideration of basic principles and fundamental definition of “What is a statistical 
classification?”

• Greater articulation on new methodologies needs to be incorporated including more 
guidance on metadata standards (e.g. codelists, data structure definitions)

• Ensuring metadata for machines to enable use of AI, and better search and discovery 
needs to be described

• Determine a process and methodology for maintaining the IFC
• Review classifications in the IFC to assess whether still relevant, identify any gaps or 

changes required
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THANK YOU!

chl@un.org

https://unstats.un.org
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