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Overview

Classification of Statistical Activities
❖ Purpose
❖ CSA 2.0 Revision Process
❖ Main Changes
❖ Recent CSA 2.1 Update on 

Food Security and Nutrition
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Classification of Statistical Activities

Purpose

Analytical classification with hierarchical structure of categories about 
statistical activities (not a statistical classification, used to produce statistics)

Two main purposes:

• Based on the process related to a statistical activity, can be used to 
classify statistical events, capacity building activities, training courses, 
working groups, publications or statistical standards, etc

• Based on the output of a statistical activity, can be used to classify data 
and metadata, particularly domains 1 to 5 which are related to subject-
matter activities
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Classification of Statistical Activities

Domain 1 Demographic and social statistics

Domain 2 Economic statistics

Domain 3 Environment statistics

Domain 4 Governance statistics

Domain 5 Cross-cutting statistics

Domain 6 Statistical infrastructure and
  methodology

Domain 7 Strategic and managerial activities

Domain 1:  Demographic & social statistics
101 Population

102 Migration

103 Labour

104 Education

105 Health

106 Income and consumption

107 Social protection

108 Human settlements and housing

109 Culture

110 Time-Use

199 Demographic and social statistics, n.e.c.
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Classification of Statistical Activities

CSA 2.0 Revision process 

CSA 2.0 was developed by the Task Team on CSA, established in 2020 by the Bureau of 

the Conference of European Statisticians (CES)

• Task Team on CSA developed a draft updated CSA that reflected the consensus of the 

Task Team and the feedback from a global survey in April - May 2022. The updated 

CSA was then submitted to the CES 2022 plenary session, and subsequently to the 

UNCEISC in October 2022. The UNCEISC endorsed CSA 2.0 and submitted it to the UN 

Statistical Commission for adoption

• The UN Statistical Commission, in 2023, endorsed CSA 2.0 as an international 

standard classification, and recommended its inclusion in the IFC (UNSC Report on 

the 54th session, 2023, decision 54/112f)
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Classification of Statistical Activities

Main Changes (CSA 1.0     CSA 2.0)

To take into account user feedback and developments in international statistical work, two subject-
matter domains were added to the classification: 

Environment statistics (new domain 3) aligned with the Framework for Development of 
Environment Statistics (FDES, adopted by the UN Statistical Commission in 2013) and the 
components of the basic set of environment statistics. The statistical areas in this domain 
follow the structure of FDES

Governance statistics (new domain 4) aligned with the Handbook on Governance Statistics 
developed by the Praia Group and endorsed by the UN Statistical Commission in March 2020. 
The statistical areas in this domain follow the general structure agreed by the Praia Group

After adding two domains, the following ones are renumbered, bringing the total number of 
domains to seven 
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Classification of Statistical Activities

Main Changes (CSA 1.0     CSA 2.0)

Domain 5 renamed to “Cross-cutting statistics” 
(in CSA 2009 this was domain 3: “Environment and multi-domain statistics”)

• Now covers statistical areas that require bringing together data across 
different domains to meet the data needs for policy agendas for 
development, such as SDGs, climate change, etc. 
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Classification of Statistical Activities

Main Changes (CSA 1.0  CSA 2.0)

Domain 6 is renamed to “Statistical infrastructure and methodology” 
(in CSA 2009 this was Domain 4 “Methodology of data collection, processing, dissemination 
and analysis”) 

• Task Team aimed to align it with the Generic Statistical Business Process Model (GSBPM) 
but found it not to be practical for the purposes of the classification 

• For the practical purposes, Task Team considered the concept of ‘common statistical 
infrastructure’ from the Handbook on Management and Organization of National 
Statistical Systems useful, as it covers explicitly metadata, classifications, and registers
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Classification of Statistical Activities

Main Changes (CSA 1.0     CSA 2.0)

Domain 7 “Strategic and managerial activities” is closely aligned with the 
Generic Activity Model for Statistical Organizations (GAMSO), with some 
simplifications

• Coding of categories is updated to make it better suited for use, and 
residual categories are added (coded as 99)
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Classification of Statistical Activities

Update on CSA concerning food security (CSA 2.1)

Proposal from FAO, WHO and UNICEF 

At the UNSC in 2024:  
Request to consider the inclusion of a new Food Security and Nutrition (FSN) domain in the 
CSA
 
Considering CSA 2.0 was only endorsed just one year prior (2023), and current work on 
focuses on supporting implementation of CSA 2.0, UNCEISC Bureau recommended update 
process that was limited in scope, and restricted only to consideration of including FSN 
and any rearrangements or subdivisions at the lower levels needed to enable the inclusion 
of the proposed domain
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Classification of Statistical Activities

CSA 2.1 Global Consultation

• Held June-July 2025 

• Overwhelming support (over 90%) for the proposed updates
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Classification of Statistical Activities

Update on CSA concerning food security (CSA 2.1)
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Classification of Statistical Activities

Update on CSA concerning food security (CSA 2.1)
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Classification of Statistical Activities

Update on CSA concerning food security (CSA 2.1)
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Classification of Statistical Activities

Update on CSA concerning food security (CSA 2.1)

✓CSA 2.1 endorsed by UN Statiscial Commission in March 2026

More information: 

• Draft CSA 2.1 publication
• Summary of revision process 
• Global consultation results, etc.  

Please visit:  https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/CSA2/CSA21 

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/CSA2/CSA21
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THANK YOU!

chl@un.org

https://unstats.un.org
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