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Workshop QUIZ
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Quiz

10. CPC classifies which of the following? 
(Please select all that apply)

☐ Products (goods & services)

☐ Goods only

☐ Services only

☐ Establishments

☐ Economic activities

☐ Not sure

11. What is the relationship (if any) between 
CPC and ISIC? (Please select one option)

☐ They classify the same things

☐ CPC items represent the output of ISIC 
activities 
☐ They are unrelated

☐ ISIC is a subset of CPC

☐ Not sure
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Quiz

12. Which other classification is most 
closely linked to CPC? 

(Please select one option)

☐ ISIC
☐ SDMX
☐ HS
☐ COICOP

13. Which of the following are examples 
of ISIC–CPC linkage? 

(Please select all that apply)

☐ Manufacturing textiles (ISIC)  Textile 
fabrics (CPC)
☐ Retail trade (ISIC)  Agricultural land 
(CPC)
☐ Mining services (ISIC)  Furniture (CPC)
☐ Accommodation services (ISIC)  Motor 
vehicles (CPC)
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What is CPC
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What is CPC 

C P C  s t a n d s  f o r

Central Product Classification
It is the international standard classification of products— published and maintained by the United Nations Statistics Division.

International standard for collecting and tabulating product data, such as
Industrial 

production Commodity trade Balance of 
Payments

Consumption 
statistics Price statistics Other data used in 

national accounts

Complete classification covering all goods and services that result from 
production

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
CPC represents a standard format to organize detailed economic information and facilitate economic analysis on products – be it on production, transformation, trade or consumption – according to economic principles and perceptions.
CPC in general follows the definition of products, goods and services in the SNA.
CPC categories are aligned with HS (transportable goods), ISIC (industrial origin of products)
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History of CPC

Year Version

1991 Provisional CPC

1998 CPC Ver. 1.0

2002 CPC Ver. 1.1

2008 CPC Ver. 2

2015 CPC Ver. 2.1

2025 CPC Ver. 3.0
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CPC structure: Section level

Section Title

0 Agriculture, forestry and fishery products

1 Ores and minerals, electricity, gas and water

2 Food products, beverages and tobacco; textiles, apparel and leather products

3 Other transportable goods, except metal products, machinery and equipment

4 Metal products, machinery and equipment

5 Construction services

6 Distributive trade services; accommodation, food and beverage serving services; 
transport services; and electricity, gas and water distribution services

7 Financial and related services, real estate services, and rental and leasing services

8 Business and production services

9 Community, social and personal services
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CPC structure: Section level

Section Title

0 Agriculture, forestry and fishery products

1 Ores and minerals, electricity, gas and water

2 Food products, beverages and tobacco; textiles, apparel and leather products

3 Other transportable goods, except metal products, machinery and equipment

4 Metal products, machinery and equipment

5 Construction services

6 Distributive trade services; accommodation, food and beverage serving services; 
transport services; and electricity, gas and water distribution services

7 Financial and related services, real estate services, and rental and leasing services

8 Business and production services

9 Community, social and personal services
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CPC structure: Group level (example)

9 Community, social and personal services

94 Sewage and waste collection, treatment and disposal and other 
environmental protection services

941 Sewerage, sewerage treatment and septic tank cleaning services

942 Waste collection services

943 Waste treatment and disposal services

944 Remediation services

945 Sanitation and similar services

949 Other environmental protection services, n.e.c.
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CPC structure: 5-digit code (examples)
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Overview

Structure of CPC Ver. 3.0
CPC Ver. 3.0  includes 10 Sections, covering all products  (goods and services) 

• Sections 0-4:          Transportable Goods, defined through their link to the Harmonized System 
• Sections 5-9:         Products other than transportable goods, mainly services 

Five-level coding system, from one to five digits, e.g.:

 Section 2   Food products, beverages and tobacco; textiles, apparel and leather 
   products

 Division 24  Beverages
 Group 242  Wines
 Class 2499  Wines of fresh grapes, whether or not flavoured; grape must
 Subclass 24211  Sparkling wine of fresh grapes
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Principles used in constructing CPC
Physical properties and 
intrinsic nature

Example 1 Example 2

Raw materials of which goods are 
made

231 – Grain mill products
232 – Starches and starch products; 
sugars and sugar syrups n.e.c.

31 Products of wood, cork, straw and 
plaiting materials

37 Glass and glass products and other 
non-metallic products

The stage of production 02 Live animals and animal products
21 Meat, fish, fruits, vegetables, oils and 
fats

411 – Basic iron and steel
412 – Products of iron and steel

The way in which goods are 
produced or services renders

621-Non-specialized store retailed services 
622- Specialized retail trade services

841 – Telephony and other 
telecommunication services
842 – Internat telecommunication 
services

The purpose and user category  for 
which products are intended

64 – Passenger transport services
65 – Freight transport services 

922 Primary education services
923 Secondary education services
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Industrial origin
• The construction of the CPC took into account 

the nature of the product and the industry of 
origin

• The importance of the industrial origin of goods 
and services was underscored by the attempt 
to group into one CPC subclass mainly the 
products that are the output of a single 
industry. 

• Through their linkage to the criterion of 
industrial origin, the input structure, 
technology, and organization of production 
characteristics of products are also reflected 
in the CPC structure 

• However, it is recognized that some products 
can still be the output of several ISIC 
industries.

ISIC Rev.5 CPC Ver.3

731 Advertising 836 Advertising services and 
provisision of advertising space or 
time

2431 Casting of iron and steel 4129 Tubes, pipes and hollow profiles 
of cast-iron and cast-steel and related 
fittings; tube or pipe fittings of steel 
other than cast

8931 Iron and steel casting services

Non-financial intermediation 
services are classified under 
divisions where these goods 
and services are produced, e.g 
- 4790 “Intermediation 

service activities for retail 
sale”

- 5540 “Intermediation 
service activities for 
accommodation”

All non-financial intermediation 
services under Div. 85 “Support 
services”, e.g.
- 855 Intermediation services for 

goods
- 856 Intermediation services for 

accommodations, food and 
beverages…

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The construction of the CPC took into account the nature of the product and the industry of origin
The importance of the industrial origin of goods and services was underscored by the attempt to group into one CPC subclass mainly the products that are the output of a single industry. 
Through their linkage to the criterion of industrial origin, the input structure, technology, and organization of production characteristics of products are also reflected in the CPC structure 
However, it is recognized that some products can still be the output of several ISIC industries.
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Caselaw Examples

Banana/plantain leaves and corn husks?
Used in the preparation of food, generally for wrapping prior to 
cooking/steaming

From a production standpoint, the leaves are part of the plantain or cooking 
banana plant. 

From a consumption standpoint, however, they are not eaten and serve as 
non-edible wrapping material in food preparation

CPC considers the intrinsic nature the product rather than the purpose 

In this case, an agricultural product

  01313- Plantains and cooking banana
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More quiz

In CPC Version 3.0, software services would fall under which broad domain?
☐ Food products
☐ Information and communication services
☐ Transport equipment
☐ Construction materials

Classify the product “Fresh vegetables” in CPC:
☐ Information services
☐ Processed food products
☐ Primary agricultural products
☐ Medical products
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CPC 3.0: Revision process and 
key changes
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Revision timeline

United Nations Committee of 
Experts on International 
Statistical Classifications 
(UNCEISC) forms task team 
to revise CPC.

Nov. 2020

Identified a list of issues and 
launched a global consultation. 
(December 2021).

Dec. 2021

Collaborated with experts on 
national accounts, 
environmental statistics, 
international trade statistics, 
energy, tourism statistics.

2021–2023

Finalized a revised CPC Ver. 
3.0 structure for global 
consultation and incorporated 
feedback.

Jan. 2024

UN Statistical Commission, 
55th session, endorsed CPC 
Ver. 3.0 structure

Mar. 2024

UNCEISC 2024 2nd Meeting, 
preliminary endorsement of 
draft CPC Ver. 3.0 explanatory 
notes

Oct.-Nov. 2024

United Nations Statistical 
Commission, 56th session, 
endorsed CPC Ver. 3.0 
introductory text and 
explanatory notes

Mar. 2025



IMF | Statistics 20

Key product areas reviewed

Goods

• Energy products (coal, coke, peat)

• Forestry, fisheries, agricultural 
goods

• Fertilizers and pesticides

• Waste (residual) products

• Cultural products

Services

• Financial products (include ‘Fintech’)

• Accommodation

• Intermediation

• Data as a product

• Cloud computing

• Artificial intelligence

• Carbon capture and storage

• Research and Development (Frascati)

• Education (ISCED)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Key to remember that CPC has not been substantially revised since 2008, some FAO expansions in 2013, but principally unchanged for a long time so our list of issues was extensive.  This is a partial list. 

TT-CPC recommends no changes to the boundary between goods, services in CPC.  0-4 will remain reserved for tradable goods that cross border, linked to HS.

Not all the product areas reviewed will result in new classes.  Sometimes just examples of inclusions.  This is the case with artificial intelligence and cloud computing services. SaaS 
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Correspondence and linkages

CPC classes and subclasses are correspond to:
 Harmonized System (tradable goods)
 ISIC (economic activity, industry of origin)

Other classifications and systems that informed the CPC revision:
 System of National Accounts (production boundary)
 SEEA (economic environmental accounting)
 EBOPS (trade in services)
 SIEC (energy products)
 ISCED (education)
 Frascati Manual (research and development)
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Agricultural, forestry and fishery products; food and 
beverage products;  forest products ; fertilizer products
• Changes to CPC to improve its alignment with FAO nomenclature and data collection products 

mainly involved more detailed breakdowns mostly at the subclass level for forestry products, 
fisheries, fertilizers and pesticides in CPC divisions 01/03/04 and 31/32/38/39

CPC Ver. 2.1 CPC Ver. 3.0

×  03230    Other wild edible products   03231    Wild edible nuts
  03232    Wide edible mushrooms
…

×  21800    Cotton Liners   03251   Cotton Liners

×  34644    Fertilizers containing two nutrients:
   nitrogen and phosphorus

 34644      Fertilizers containing two nutrients: nitrogen and phosphorus; 
other than diammonium phosphate and monoammonium phosphate’

 34647   Fertilizers containing two nutrients: nitrogen and potassium; 
other than potassium nitrate
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Changes in section 2-4 for alignment with HS2022

• The revisions of the HS 2022 have resulted in a number of significant changes to the HS structure 
and detail.

• More breakdowns in CPC Ver. 3.0, mostly at the five-digit level, for new products defined in HS 2022
• These affect the following CPC Ver. 3.0: classes and/or their corresponding subclasses: 2509, 3527, 

3924, 4160, 4356, 4482, 4492, 4493, 4494, 4611, 4653 and 4962.

CPC Ver. 2.1 CPC Ver. 3.0

×  43560    Other lifting, handling, loading or 
unloading machinery

  43561    Industrial robots (HS 
2022:8428.70)
  43562    Other lifting, handling, loading or 

unloading machinery
×  44826    Water heaters, instantaneous or 
storage, non-electric

  44826    Solar water heaters (HS 2022: 
8419.12)

  44827    Other non-electric water heaters

×  44919    Special-purpose machinery n.e.c. …   44920    Machines for additive 
manufacturing (HS 2022: 
8485.10-.80)

  44930    Special-purpose machinery n.e.c. 
…

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Key to remember that CPC has not been substantially revised since 2008, some FAO expansions in 2013, but principally unchanged for a long time so our list of issues was extensive.  This is a partial list. 

TT-CPC recommends no changes to the boundary between goods, services in CPC.  0-4 will remain reserved for tradable goods that cross border, linked to HS.

Not all the product areas reviewed will result in new classes.  Sometimes just examples of inclusions.  This is the case with artificial intelligence and cloud computing services. SaaS 
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Accommodation services 

• Considered new classes for short-term rentals, “glamping”, and classes based on the type of 
structure.

• Too many regional and national variations to enumerate in an international standard.
• Changed titles to align with World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) nomenclature.

Code Title Change

63111 Room or unit accommodation 
services for visitors, with daily 
housekeeping services

Room or unit accommodation services for 
visitors, with on-site reactive services

63112 Room or unit accommodation 
services for visitors, without daily 
housekeeping services

Room or unit accommodation services for 
visitors, without on-site reactive services

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The ‘Other’ UNWTO had some proposals.  Trying to get at phenomenon of short-term rentals facilitated by online intermediation platforms.  Peer-to-peer arrangements.  Looked at classes that would distinguish between accommodation in purpose-built (e.g. hotels) and non-purpose built (private home) but not a practical basis for defining product. 

Note here the difference with CPC Provisional, which had classes for hotel lodging services (6411), motel lodging services (6412), and 6419 (other lodging services).
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Financial services

Code Title Change
7113 Credit-granting services Split 7113:  Non-business credit-granting services 

Split 7115:  Business credit-granting services 
7115 Business credit granting services New subclasses created under 7115 to align with new 

ISIC rev. 5 classes 6491-649571151 - Loan services for business purposes 
(previous CPC v2.1 71135)
71152 - Financial leasing services
71153 - International trade financing
71154 - Securitisation activities
71155 - Factoring services

712 Investment banking services Deleted. Reclassified to subclasses of 7115 and 7119.

7119 Other financial services, except investment 
banking, insurance services and pension 
services

Changed title

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
ISIC, Rev. 5, Section L - Financial and insurance activities and the corresponding structure of CPC Ver. 2.1, Division 71 - Financial and related services
The following CPC categories were affected:
7113  	Credit-granting services, including the subordinate subclasses 71113-9
7114	Financial leasing services
7119	Other financial services, except investment banking,
insurance services and pension services
712	Investment banking services	
717	Services of holding financial assets,
including subordinate 71701 and 71702


Most of the changes in Financial services were derivative of changes seen in ISIC rev. 5, resulting in some splits and reclassification of investment banking services. 

Significant differences with CPC Provisional in the financial intermediation Division 81.  Subsequent revisions leading to CPC 2.1 saw major expansions of financial products.
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Financial services - Fintech 

Code Title Action

71593 Financial transactions processing 
and clearinghouse services

Split 71593:  Excluding mobile money 
operators and digital wallets using financial 
information
Split 71594:  Mobile money operators and 
digital wallets using financial information (new 
class)

TT-CPC:  Most other “Fintech”-type products are appropriately classified in existing 
classes/subclasses. 

• Mode of service delivery (e.g., digital or in person) not classification-determining.
• Explanatory notes will reflect inclusions of “fintech” products where appropriate

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A lot of the innovations around Fintech were considered to be parts of existing categories.  Explanatory notes will be updated to reflect this where appropriate.  One new products for digital wallets that use financial information.


Explanatory notes have been updated for subclasses where fintech services may be found, e.g., automated advisory services in 71530, 71640, and 71591; and digital, on-demand insurance services (i.e., insure-tech) in group 713 and 714.
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Research and Development 
(CPC Division 81)

Align terminology and categories with the 2016 Frascati 
Manual Fields of Science Classification.
• Discontinue CPC Ver 2.1 distinctions between basic, 

applied and experimental development research 
services at the 4-digit class level. 

• The 4-digit class level distinguishes subject matter, 
e.g., natural sciences, engineering, technology, medical 
and health sciences, etc. 

• 5-digit subclass further disaggregates the subject 
matter, e.g., the 4-digit R&D services in technology are 
further divided into environmental biotechnology, 
industrial biotechnology, nanotechnology, and other 
technology.

4-digit Class 

4-digit Subclass 
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Data as a product

- Data is defined as information content that is produced by accessing and observing phenomena; 
and recording, organizing and storing information elements from these phenomena in a digital 
format, which provide an economic benefit when used in productive activities. 

- For example, data in this category include the original compilations of facts or information (i.e. 
databases) organized for retrieval and consultation.

- Based on this definition, a new group 837 “Data and data compilation” consisting of two classes – 
8371 “Data” and 8372 “Compilation services of data—was created in the CPC Ver.3.0

- All relevant classes and subclasses containing data and the services used to create data in CPC 
Ver.2.1 have moved to this newly created group 837 in CPC Ver.3.0. In addition, the language in 
some data-relevant categories is updated to improve alignment with definitions used in other 
manuals and guidance notes. 



Data as a product

“Data” defined in 
CPC Rev. 3: 

Original 
compilations of 
information 
content organized 
for retrieval and 
consultation, 
produced by 
accessing and 
observing 
phenomena.

• 8371 - Data:  Equivalent to previous 
8394 - Original compilations of 
facts/information

• 8372 - Compilation services of data:
Partially includes previous 8399 -
Other professional, technical and 
business services, n.e.c., and includes 
all of previous 85952 - Mailing list 
compilation services

New Group 837: 
Data and data 
compilation

Explanatory notes will clarify that 
data products are independent 
from outputs produced using the 
data

Update titles and 
guidance notes 

• 3223 - Directories, in print  
• 84313 - On-line directories and mailing lists 
• 47692 - Text-based disks, tapes or other 

physical media 
• 84394 - Web search portal content 
• 837 - Market research and public opinion 

polling services (moved to 8394) 

Other classes 
determined not 
to be data will 

remain separate

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Requested by Inter-secretariat working group for NA (ISWGNA).  Reflects that SNA now regards data as an asset, in the production boundary, therefore helpful to recognize in CPC.

Data and data compilation services now elevated to Group level.  

CPC 2.1 8394 Original compilations of facts/information did not exist in CPC Provisional.  Was added in 2.0.
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Example: explanatory note of 83710 data

This subclass includes:

- data as a product. Data is defined as information content that is produced by accessing and observing 
phenomena; and recording, organizing and storing information elements from these phenomena in a digital 
format, which provide an economic benefit when used in productive activities. For example, data in this category 
include the original compilations of facts or information (i.e. databases) organized for retrieval and consultation.

Notes: 
1. This category does not include crypto assets. 
2. This category includes organized information content in a digital format (databases). It does not, however, include 

the software tools and packages that are used to compile and process data, such as database management 
software. It does not include the physical media that is used to storage and exchange data. 

3. 3. This category includes data that are both produced as an outcome of an economic activity and can be used as 
input in future productive activities. This category includes data which are under the ownership and control of a 
unit, although the ownership and control can be transferable. In this manner, it does not include items of 
consumption such as online publications, online mailing lists, audio, video and other online content.

This subclass does not include: - directories in print, cf. 32230 - packaged software, cf. 478 - on-line content, cf. 843
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Cloud computing

• No new classes, explanatory notes updated

Code Title Change

8315 Hosting and information 
technology (IT) infrastructure 
provisioning services

Add reference to ‘cloud computing 
infrastructure,’ IaaS, and PaaS in the 
explanatory notes to reflect how 
businesses describe themselves.

83152 Application service provisioning Specify Software-as-a-service (SaaS) 
as inclusion

83159 Other hosting and IT 
infrastructure provisioning 
services

Specify Platform-as-a-service (PaaS), 
and IaaS as inclusions

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
TT-CPC concluded that cloud computing could be accommodated without creating new classes.  CPC already had classes and subclasses where cloud services could be assigned. Explanatory notes will be revised to reflect their inclusion where appropriate.  IaaS infrastructure as a service
PaaS platform as a service.

These classes are derivative of multiple CPC Provisional antecedents under 843 Data processing services.
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Artificial intelligence

• No new classes, explanatory notes updated

• No new classes for AI due to its increasingly ubiquitous application in software products

Code Title Change

83152 Application service 
provisioning

Specify artificial intelligence as 
inclusion 

84392 On-line software Specify artificial intelligence as 
inclusion 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The revision process also reviewed product areas on artificial intelligence (AI). The explanatory notes on relevant existing categories, such as subclasses 83152 “application software provision” and 84392 “On-line software” will be revised to explicitly mention inclusion of AI for such categories. However, no new classes for AI will be created in CPC because of the increasingly ubiquitous nature of its application in software products.
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Non-financial Intermediation services

• ISIC Rev.5 introduces the definition of non-financial intermediation services activities and creates 
separate groups or classes for intermediation services in the same divisions where the underlying 
goods and services are produced. 

• Following ISIC Rev.5, CPC Version 3.0 has also introduced non-financial intermediation services.
• However, the treatment of non-financial intermediation services in CPC is different from ISIC, in 

that a product perspective emphasizes the intrinsic nature of the product. 
• In this case, intermediation is the intrinsic product, regardless of the underlying good or service 

being intermediated. 
• In CPC Ver.3.0 all non-financial intermediation services are consolidated under Division 85 

“Support services” in four new Groups in the revised CPC,

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
All non-financial intermediation consolidated under 85 Support services.

855 now has all intermediation of retail and wholesale trade in goods.  Notable reduction in sub-classes,  For example Food, beverage and tobacco is no longer broken into fruits and vegetables, hides and skins, fish, etc.  Coffee and tea.

859 new additions are Tour operator and guide services, and Tourism promotion and visitor information services that were previously under 855.

CPC Provisional had limited elaboration of intermediation services. 
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Non-financial Intermediation services
Code Title Change
855 Intermediation services on goods oAll retail and wholesale trade services on a fee or 

contract basis moved here
oLess detailed subclasses, e.g., trade of “Food, 

beverages and tobacco” is no longer broken into 
components

856 Intermediation services for 
accommodation, food and beverage, 
transport and electricity, gas and water 
distribution services

New group covering intermediation services 
currently classified to Section 6 of CPC v2.1 

857 Intermediation for community, social and 
personal services

New group covering intermediation services 
currently classified to Section 9 of CPC v2.1

858 Other intermediation services New group for classes not found in Sections 6 or 
9, also includes residual for intermediation

859 Other support services Group altered to account for some non-
intermediation services previously in 855.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
All non-financial intermediation consolidated under 85 Support services.

855 now has all intermediation of retail and wholesale trade in goods.  Notable reduction in sub-classes,  For example Food, beverage and tobacco is no longer broken into fruits and vegetables, hides and skins, fish, etc.  Coffee and tea.

859 new additions are Tour operator and guide services, and Tourism promotion and visitor information services that were previously under 855.

CPC Provisional had limited elaboration of intermediation services. 
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Example: explanatory note of 85620 
Intermediate services for accommodation

This subclass includes:

- the intermediation of all types of accommodation by bringing clients and service providers 
together for a fee or commission. These intermediation activities can be carried out on digital 
platforms or through non-digital channels (phone, post etc.). The fee or commission can be 
received from either the client or the provider of the accommodation. Revenue for the 
intermediation activities can include other sources of income, such as revenues from the sale 
of advertising space.

- time-share exchange services

- reservation services for accommodation
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Environmental services

• Division 94, CPC Rev.2 forward

9 Community, social and personal services

94 Sewage and waste collection, treatment and disposal and other environmental 
protection services

941 Sewerage, sewerage treatment and septic tank cleaning services

942 Waste collection services

943 Waste treatment and disposal services

944 Remediation services

945 Sanitation and similar services

949 Other environmental protection services, n.e.c.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A view of environmental related products in CPC since Rev. 2. Classes and subclasses beneath.
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Environmental services 

Class CPC Ver. 3 Title Action

9114 Public administrative services related 
to the provision on environmental 
services

New class to align with ISIC rev. 5 changes

9444 Treatment of air pollution services New class to align with ISIC rev. 5 changes 
and reflect growing prominence for this service

9445 Carbon capture and storage services New class to align with ISIC rev. 5 changes 
and reflect growing prominence for this service

54651 Noise or vibration insulation services New subclass under 5465 Insulation services

54652 Thermal insulation services New subclass under 5465 Insulation services

8597 Landscape care and maintenance 
services

Revise explanatory notes to reflect inclusion of 
management and restoration services of 
ecosystems and biodiversity

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A Several new classes and subclasses to respond to growing interest in environmental services and to align with changes in ISIC rev. 5.  

Some of these classes for version 3 trace their lineage back to CPC Provisional Class 9406 Nature and landscape protection services.
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Environmental services

94440 Treatment of air pollution 

New subclasses in CPC Rev. 3.0

94450 Carbon capture and storage services

This subclass includes services involving the 
installation, maintenance and operation of 
end-of-pipe equipment for the removal of air 
emissions and pollutants other than carbon 
dioxide from the combustion of fuels or from 
other processes

This subclass include services involving the 
installation, maintenance and operation of 
infrastructure and end-of-pipe equipment to 
capture carbon dioxide  from industrial 
processes and the storage of captured 
carbon dioxide 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A Several new classes and subclasses to respond to growing interest in environmental services and to align with changes in ISIC rev. 5.  

Some of these classes for version 3 trace their lineage back to CPC Provisional Class 9406 Nature and landscape protection services.
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Challenge in classifying ecosystem conservation and 
restoration services

Division CPC Class Product or service
86 – Support and operation 
services to agriculture, hunting, 
forestry, fishing, mining and 
utilities 

8611 Support and operation services to crop production

8613 Support and operation services to hunting

8614 Support and operation services to forestry and logging

8615 Support and operation services to fishing

85 – Support services 8597 Landscape care and maintenance services (now includes management and 
restoration services of ecosystems and biodiversity)

96 – Recreational, cultural, and 
sporting activities

9642
96422

Botanical, zoological and nature reserve services
Nature reserve services including wildlife preservation services

53 -- Constructions
532 – Civil engineering works

5323 Harbors, waterways, dams, irrigation and other waterworks (includes flood 
control)

5327 Outdoor sport and recreation facilities (includes public parks, gardens, etc.)

83 – Professional, technical, and 
business services (except 
research, development, legal, and 
accounting services)

8393
83931

Scientific and technical consulting services n.e.c.
Environmental consulting services (includes, audits, natural resource 
management consulting, advising on ecological best practices)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Ecosystem conservation, restoration, and maintenance services are distributed throughout CPC (and ISIC) categories. Units involved perform specialized services in agriculture, business support, construction, and professional (technical) consulting services.  Earth moving, culverts, SWM aspects are in construction.  Legal and scientific services that support are classified elsewhere. 
Ecosystem conservation activities mixed with activities that are not considered as environmental protection
Activities are scattered across different divisions 
The improvement of explanatory note only ensure that there is some place to classify respective ecosystem management activities, but it does not allow direct report and analysis for environmental sector as there are no distinct sub-category. 
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Energy products

• Changes to CPC to improve harmonization with SIEC mainly involved splitting classes and 
additional breakdowns at the subclass level of the relevant CPC classes on coal, coal products, 
coal gases, peat, petroleum and crude oils, and natural gas liquids. 

• Several product categories under divisions 11/12/17/33 in CPC Ver. 2.1 have been updated to 
improve alignment with SIEC. 

• These changes mostly involve additional breakdowns to the following CPC Ver. 3.0 33 groups 
and classes: 1101, 1103, 1105, 1201, 1720, 331, and 332. 

• The principle used in CPC Ver. 2.1 that the agreed terminology in energy statistics, as defined in 
the International Recommendations for Energy Statistics, has been given preference in cases 
where terminology may be different between the CPC and HS, still applies in CPC Ver. 3.0
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Waste

 Finally, it should be noted that the CPC, in covering all outputs of economic production, also covers 
products that may not carry any value in some frameworks, such as waste products.

  Although often treated as without value, they are still (unintended) outputs of a production process, 
are of interest in statistics and may also need to be measured as inputs into certain processes (e.g. 
waste disposal or waste being used for generating heat/electricity), often being the only approximation 
of the volume of the activity. 

 The inclusion of these products also allows the CPC to fulfill its function as a “central” product 
classification, by covering the full scope of the HS.  There is growing  need for identifying waste-
related products in the context of sustainable development and circular economy, but conceptual issues 
to classify waste in CPC still remain to be addressed. Therefore, these issues will be placed in the 
research agenda for the next CPC revision. 
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Resources and next step
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Dissemination

UNSD CPC Home Page
• Introduction
• Structure and explanation note
• Past CPC publications
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Econ/CPC.cshtml

International Family of Classifications
                  
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Family/Detail/2100

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Econ/CPC.cshtml
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Family/Detail/2100
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Online navigable CPC Ver. 3.0 structure

- 

Available at: https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Econ/Structure
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Correspondence tables

- 

Available at: https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Econ

1

2

3

4Ver 2.1 to 3.0
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Next Steps

CPC Ver. 3.0 as a UN publication: The draft is currently undergoing an error-
correction editing process, the pre-edit version is estimated to be completed by 
March 2026

Correspondence table: work in progress

• CPC Ver. 3.0 and HS 2022

• CPC Ver. 3.0 to CPC Ver. 2.1 

• CPC Ver. 3.0 to ISIC, Rev. 5

CPC Ver. 3.0 expansions: planned focus on agricultural, forestry and fishery 
products below the five-digit subclass level 
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THANK YOU!

chl@un.org

https://unstats.un.org
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