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Statistical Classifications
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Session 3:  ISIC Rev.5 Implementation Plan



ISIC Rev.5 Implementation Plan



Overview of ISIC Rev.5 Implementation plan
Endorsed by the UNSC 55th session in 2024
Available at: https://unstats.un.org/UNSDWebsite/statcom/session_55/documents/BG-4e-
ISIC5_Implementatio_plan-E.pdf 

Objective: 

 Set targets for implementation that could support wider high-level engagement 
and 

 Identify actions at the global level that can support implementation in countries

 Provides a general direction of the steps to be undertaken in setting up an 
implementation and mainstreaming programme at national level. 

 Identifies existing global initiatives and possible entry points to advance and 
promote ISIC Rev.5 implementation.
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Components
Development of national industry classifications: Either directly 
adopted  ISIC, or adapted from ISIC revision 5

Application of ISIC Rev.5 or national adapted classifications in 
statistical programmes

 Updating Statistical Business Register

 Use of ISIC Rev.5 in economic census and economic surveys, national accounts, 
and other areas of official statistics, such as environmental-economic accounts, 
energy statistics, population census, and household surveys, etc. 

 Use of ISIC Rev.5 in administrative and legal processes

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The components of the work for the implementation plan include the development of national industry classifications adapted from ISIC revision 5 and the application of those national adapted classifications in statistical programmes. 
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Proposed timetable

Implementation plan ISIC Rev.5 

Adaption of national classification By 2025

Adaption of Business register By 2026

Use of ISIC Rev.5 in statistical programme Starting in 2027

 Fully recognizes that the adoption of international classifications depends heavily 
on the specific national context of each Member State. 

 While the global implementation plan provides a recommended timeline, it is 
understood as a flexible framework. 

 Recommended alignment with the 2025 SNA implementation strategy. 
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Other aspects of implementation

Institutional arrangements

Monitoring implementation

Resourcing the implementation plan: Properly resourced to undertake 
the regular update of revised ISIC under a regular programme rather than 
an ad hoc basis

Communication and advocacy
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2025 SNA Implementation 
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Statistics Division 8

Conceptual changes:
1. Data as an asset
2. Depletion as cost of production
3. Net return to capital for non-

market producers
4. Central bank output treated as 

non-market
…

2025 SNA key changes

• New standard breakdowns 
1. Disposable income, final 

consumption, saving, and wealth 
by income and wealth decile

2. New labor market tables
3. Better breakdown of 

corporations sectors, including 
MNEs

…

• New and better guidance 
1. Treatment of crypto assets and 

non-fungible tokens
2. Recording of global production 

arrangements
…
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Statistics Division 9

Six core elements 
1. Strategic approach 
2. Communication and outreach 
3. Training 
4. Technical assistance and 

cooperation
5. Preparing manuals and 

handbooks 
6. Ongoing research

Implementation strategy for 2025 SNA/BPM7

• Implementation plan for 
countries

• Plan for international 
organizations to support
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Statistics Division 10

Monitor implementation plans, activities, and progress

Implementation survey

Common alignment questionnaire

Support the development of  national implementation plans 

Facilitate regional exchange and support (workshops, webinars, etc.)

Support development of  a guide to guidance

Update UNSD/EconStat website

UNSD Priorities for 2026
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ISIC Rev.5 Implementation Tools
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Approaches of technical assistance

Capacity Building: Training, community of practices, etc.

Strengthening collaboration: Both at the national and regional levels

Development of guidelines, materials, and tools to support 
compilation
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Resources available 

ISIC Rev.5 – Rev.4 correspondence table 
Available at: 
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Econ/tables/ISIC/ISIC_Rev4_to_ISIC_Rev5_Correspondenc
e_Table-17Jan2025.xlsx

Online navigation of the ISIC Rev.5 structure 
Available at: https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Econ/Structure

Classification registry (case law center) 
Available at: https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Econ/Registry

Supplementary guidance materials
Forthcoming
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https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Econ/Structure
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Econ/Registry
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UNSD Classification Registry

- 

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Econ/Registry
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Online navigable 
ISIC Rev.5 structure

- 

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Econ/Structure
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THANK YOU!

chl@un.org

https://unstats.un.org
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