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Why pastoralism matters in Africa
A measurement priority for STATAFRIC, AfDB Statistics, FAO and the AU Pastoralist Policy Framework

268M
people sustained by pastoralist and agro-
pastoralist systems across the Sahel, 
Horn and East Africa

10–40%
share of agricultural GDP from livestock 
in pastoralist-dominated countries 
(Niger, Chad, Somalia, Ethiopia, 
Mauritania)

≥ 26
African countries with significant 
transhumant or nomadic herder 
populations crossing internal and 
international borders

Pastoralism is the largest African economic activity that ISIC Rev. 4 measures the worst. Rev. 5 does not solve the 
problem alone — but it gives African NSOs a clearer classification spine on which to build the survey instruments.
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The classification challenge
Three structural features of pastoral economies that ISIC was not originally designed for

Mobility & transhumance
Herds move 20–800 km seasonally, often crossing borders (e.g. Niger–Nigeria, Sudan–Chad, Ethiopia–Kenya). The Statistical 
Business Register (SBR) — designed for fixed establishments — fails as a sampling frame.

Household, not establishment
The economic unit is the household-herd, which produces simultaneously for own consumption, barter and market sale. ISIC 
is geared to establishments and kind-of-activity units.

Mixed activities under one roof
A single household may herd camels, cultivate millet, smoke fish, and provide veterinary services to neighbours. Determining 
the principal activity by value added is methodologically demanding.
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Class 0143 — Raising of camels and camelids
An ISIC Rev. 5 class that maps to one of Africa's largest single livelihoods

F r o m  t h e  I S I C  R e v .  5  e x p l a n a t o r y  n o t e s

Class 0143 covers the raising and breeding of camels 
(dromedaries) and other camelids — production of milk, 
meat, hides, hair and wool, and the use of these animals 
as draught and pack animals.

ISIC Rev. 5 — Section A, Division 01, Group 014, Class 0143

In Africa, this class is not a marginal entry — it is 
one of the largest single livelihood categories on 
the continent.

African scale

≈ 85%
of the world's camels are raised in Africa 
(Somalia, Sudan, Ethiopia, Kenya, Niger, Chad, 
Mauritania)

≈ 7M smallholder camel-herding households in the 
IGAD region alone

Dual purpose: milk + meat + transport + cultural 
value — all aggregated to ISIC Class 0143
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ISIC Rev. 5 Section A — what's relevant for African pastoralists
Group 014 (Animal production) and adjacent groups

Code Title African relevance

0141 Raising of cattle and buffaloes Fulani, Maasai, Tutsi, Karamojong, Mursi pastoral systems

0142 Raising of horses and other equines Donkeys: ubiquitous as transport assets in pastoral households

0143 Raising of camels and camelids Sahel, Horn of Africa — flagship class for African pastoralism

0144 Raising of sheep and goats Largest small-ruminant populations are in Sudan, Ethiopia, Nigeria, Chad

0146 Raising of poultry Rev. 5 explicitly adds quails; smallholder poultry is widespread

0150 Mixed farming Crop–livestock integration — the dominant model in agro-pastoral zones

0162 Support activities for animal production Veterinary auxiliaries, herding-on-contract, livestock marketing

Rev. 5 retains the four-digit class detail but updates explanatory notes — for example, support activities are clearly delineated, and Group 015 (Mixed farming) is the 
natural home for crop–livestock households.
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National adaptations: where pastoralism currently sits
Selected African industrial classifications mapped to ISIC Rev. 5 Class 0143 and Group A014

Country National classification Current basis Pastoralism handled in Action needed for Rev. 5

Kenya KSIC 2009 ISIC Rev. 4
Aggregated under 0144 / 0149; camels 
not separate

Adopt 0143; align with Kenya 
Livestock Census

Ethiopia ECEA / national NSIC
ISIC Rev. 4 + national 
extensions

Pastoralist regions (Afar, Somali, Borana) 
covered by separate surveys

Map ISIC Rev. 4 → 5; reconcile 
with CSA pastoral survey

Nigeria NSIC ISIC Rev. 4 Group 014 used; no separate 0143
Introduce 0143; engage 
Federal Ministry of Livestock 
Dev.

Niger / Mali / Chad AFRISTAT NACI ISIC Rev. 4 (NACI 2009)
Camelids embedded in broader livestock 
divisions

AFRISTAT-led harmonised 
migration to Rev. 5

South Africa SIC Ed. 7 ISIC Rev. 4
Limited camelid population — class 
would be near-empty

Maintain alignment; set as 
alphabetical-index entry

Somalia
Under development 
(SNBS)

Direct ISIC Rev. 4
Camels are largest single livestock asset 
in the country

Adopt Rev. 5 directly; 0143 
should be a flagship class
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Applying the top-down method to a pastoral household
ISIC principle: classify by the activity with the highest share of value added

Sec. Div. Group Class Activity description % VA

A 01 011 0111 Growing of cereals (millet, sorghum) 12%

A 01 014 0143 Raising of camels and camelids — milk + livestock sales 48%

A 01 014 0144 Raising of sheep and goats 21%

A 01 016 0162 Support activities for animal production (herding for kin) 8%

G 47 472 4721 Retail sale of food in specialised stores (occasional milk sales) 11%

Top-down result → Section A → Division 01 → Group 014 → Class 0143  (Raising of camels and camelids)
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Structural features that shape implementation
Five realities of African pastoralism that ISIC Rev. 5 alone cannot resolve — but on which it gives a stable spine

Mobile units

Cross-border transhumance over hundreds of kilometres (ECOWAS, IGAD, SADC protocols). The Statistical Business Register fails as a sampling 
frame.

Household-based, not establishment-based

The economic unit is the household-herd, producing for own consumption, barter and market sale simultaneously.

Mixed crop–livestock systems

The dominant model in agro-pastoral zones — Group A015 (Mixed farming) is the natural ISIC home, often more accurate than A014.

Climate-driven displacement

Drought, conflict and resource competition reshape the pastoral population each year — annual stock-take is needed.

Largest single livelihood category at continental scale

Class 0143 alone covers ≈85% of the world's camels — for African NSOs this is a flagship class, not a niche entry.
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Implementation way forward
A sequenced approach for African NSOs and STATAFRIC

1
Align ISIC Rev. 4 → Rev. 5 codes

Use the UNSD bi-directional correspondence table; map national codes (KSIC, NSIC, NACI, SIC) at the 4-digit level. Pay special attention 
to the 16 one-to-many transitions in Group A014–016.

2
Couple the SBR with a household-based frame

ISIC alone cannot fix the unit-of-observation problem. Pair the Statistical Business Register with Living Standards Measurement Study 
(LSMS), labour force surveys, and the AU's Continental Livestock Survey.

3
Activate Sections U98 and A016

Use Section U98 (Activities of households for own use) for the subsistence component, and Group A016 (support activities) to capture 
herding-on-contract and informal veterinary services.

4
Coordinate regionally on transhumance

ECOWAS, IGAD and SADC have transhumance protocols — STATAFRIC can lead a continental task team to avoid double-counting cross-
border units in national accounts.
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Resources & references

ISIC Rev. 5 — official text

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Econ

ISIC Rev. 5 explanatory notes & alphabetical index

Authoritative scope statements for Group 014, 015, 016 and Section U

UNSD

Regional workshop on classifications — Santiago (Chili), May 2025

AU Pastoralist Policy Framework

African Union (2010) — endorsed by all RECs; basis for transhumance harmonisation

AfDB / FAO Africa Livestock Strategy and others

Continental Livestock Survey instruments and indicators; Strategy for agricultural transformation in Africa 2016–2025; Regional Policies and Response
to Manage Pastoral Movements within the ECOWAS Region (Manuela Leonhardt)

ISIC Rev. 5 Implementation for Africa
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