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Introduction

1.

STG12-Classification meeting & Regional Training Workshop on International
Statistical Classifications was organized from 5 to 7 May 2026 in Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia at the UNECA Headquarters. The meeting was jointly organized by
STATAFRIC, UNECA and UNSD, and attended by Member States, Regional
Economic Communities, Pan African and Regional Organizations, Partners and
Experts.

2. The representatives who attended the workshop are as follows.

e Representatives of AU Member States: Angola, Botswana, Burkina
Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Chad, Comoros, Congo, Coéte d’lvoire (online),
Djibouti (online), Egypt (online), Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Gabon, the
Gambia (online), Ghana, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania,
Mauritius, Morocco, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sdo Tomé and Principe, Senegal,
Seychelles, South Africa, Tanzania, Togo and Tunisia.

e AU Regional Economic Community: Arab Maghreb Union (AMU).

e Pan-African Organizations: African Union Institute for Statistics
(STATAFRIC), United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA), and
the African Development Bank (AfDB).

e Other Regional Organizations: Statistics and Economic Observatory for
Sub-Saharan Africa (AFRISTAT).

¢ International Organizations: Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD) and United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD).

Opening Session

3.

The STATAFRIC representative, Dr José Awong ALENE, underscored the
fundamental importance of statistical classifications as the backbone for data
organization, comparability, and evidence-based decision-making. He
emphasized that the workshop aimed to provide participants with practical
knowledge and skills to implement international classifications within their
national and regional statistical systems, in alignment with the African Union’s
SHaSA 2, strategy for continental statistical harmonization. Dr. Alene also
stressed the necessity of developing flexible yet standardized classifications
that account for Africa’s unique economic contexts, while ensuring alignment
with global standards. Finally, he highlighted the importance of fostering
collaboration among international, regional, and national stakeholders to tackle
challenges like capacity limitations and the rapid transformation of economic
activities, thereby reinforcing Africa’s statistical frameworks.

Mr. Louis Koua KOUAKOU, representative from AfDB Statistics Department,
highlighted the importance of the workshop on statistical classifications. He
highlighted the bank’s leading role in the International Comparison Program for
Africa (ICP-Africa), for which classification issues are significant, and the need



for collaboration with partners like the African Union Commission, ECA, OECD,
and UNSD. He also underscored the significance of standardized
classifications for data collection, particularly in areas like public finance and
industrialization indices. He encouraged participants to actively engage in the
workshop to enhance their skills and competitiveness in the evolving statistical
landscape.

Mr. William MUHWAVA, the UNECA representative, highlighted the challenges
African countries face in adopting international classifications, particularly with
the new System of National Accounts and Balance of Payments framework,
while emphasizing the need for harmonized standards under SHaSA-2.
Building on the action plan adopted during the April 2025 hybrid meeting in
Libreville, he insisted on the aim of the workshop to deepen participants'
understanding of classification principles, methodologies, and emerging
developments to modernize statistical systems. With ECA serving as the
secretariat for STG-12, its representative also underscored ongoing
collaborations to promote consistent use of classifications across Africa.

Mr. Julian CHOW, the UNSD representative, emphasized the critical role of
classifications as the foundation for producing comparable and reliable
statistics. He highlighted that this workshop aimed to foster national adaptation
of the newly revised international statistical classifications, encouraging
statistical offices to align their systems with international standards while
modernizing their frameworks through inter-agency collaboration. Additionally,
the UNSD representative noted that this event sought to enhance technical
expertise through discussions, exercises, and knowledge-sharing,
strengthening participants' ability to implement and maintain classifications
effectively.

Mrs. Jemila Mehammed HUSSEN, Deputy Director General of the Ethiopian
Statistical Service (ESS), inaugurated the STG12-Classification & Regional
Training Workshop on International Statistical Classifications. In her opening
remarks, she underscored the vital importance of harmonized statistical
definitions, standards, and classifications as the cornerstone for generating
relevant, comparable, and policy-driven statistics, which are crucial for tracking
progress and integrating into the global statistical framework. She encouraged
participants to leverage capacity-building initiatives, peer learning, and the
adoption of international classifications to ensure that Africa’s statistical
systems remain modern, adaptive, and aligned with the best global practices.
As the representative of the host country, she reaffirmed ESS’s commitment to
upholding international standards and extended her gratitude to all partners and
attendees for their unwavering dedication to advancing statistical harmonization
in Africa.



Adoption of the Agenda

8. The agenda was adopted without amendments. However, a participant asked
the secretariat whether it would be possible to schedule a session on the
International Standard Classification of Occupations (ISCO).

Meeting objectives

9. The specific objectives of the meeting are:

e Knowledge and Skills Acquisition: The workshop aims to help participants
acquire knowledge and skills to deepen their understanding of the principles and
methodologies of international classifications.

e Modernization of Classifications and Statistical Systems: It will also address
new developments, including visions for modernizing classifications and
statistical systems.

e Peer Learning Platform: The workshop aims to create a platform that encourages
participants to engage in peer learning.

e Experience Sharing: Participants will have the opportunity to share their
countries' experiences in the development and implementation of
classifications, as well as the main challenges and successes encountered.

Expected outcomes
By the end of the foundational workshop, participants will be able to:
e Describe the main concepts and best practices of classifications, and their
important role for producing economic statistics
e Understand changes and developments in the recent updates to the
primary industry and product classifications, ISIC Rev. 5 and CPC Ver 3.0,
as well as other relevant classifications
e Recognize the challenges in implementing classification revisions across
the statistical system
e Share national and regional experiences on classifications and gain
insights into collaborating with NSO colleagues to enhance the country's
classification and statistical systems
e Assess new developments and emerging topics in classifications.

Session 2: Introduction to Classifications - Classifications in the African

context

10. The Rwanda representative, as vice-chair of STG12-Class, presented the activities
carried out by the Technical Group on Classification since the STG became
operational. The group convened its first hybrid meeting in Libreville (April 2025),
where participants addressed challenges, shared experiences, adopted a two-year
action plan, and elected the bureau. This was followed by an online meeting in
November 2025 to review the results of a questionnaire on African classification
practices, prioritize classifications, and discuss upcoming workshops and capacity-
building initiatives. For 2026, key activities include assessing classification gaps,
implementing training programs, establishing monitoring mechanisms, and fostering
national statistical innovation. The roadmap underscores the importance of
collaboration with partners such as the OECD and UNSD to tackle emerging statistical
challenges and ensure alignment with international standards.



11.

12.

13.

14.

The presentation made by the OECD representative highlighted the development of
an African Revenue Classification in the context of the Revenue statistics in Africa
Project, emphasizing the need for a harmonized framework tailored to the continent’s
unique realities, such as high informality and extractive revenues. Building on the
OECD'’s classification system, which currently harmonizes revenue data for 38 African
countries, the proposed ARC aims to enhance comparability, statistical capacity, and
policy relevance by reflecting African priorities and data systems. The process
leverages inputs from Revenue Statistics in Africa reports, National Revenue Lists
(NRLs), and a scoping note to identify commonalities and adaptation options, with
initial discussions scheduled to take place at a meeting of the sub-working group
planned following this workshop. Consultations with national agencies, ministries, and
stakeholders are critical to ensure the classification’s practical implementation and
alignment with existing international standards. The initiative aligns with broader goals
under SHaSA 2 and the African Charter on Statistics, offering countries technical
support, peer learning, and evidence-based tools for domestic revenue mobilization.

Session 2: Introduction to Classifications - Classifications in the

International context

The UNSD representative introduced the UN Committee of Experts on International
Statistical Classifications (UNCEISC), which oversees the development, revision, and
implementation of global statistical standards like CPC, ISIC, COFOG, ... to ensure
consistency and comparability. He highlighted ongoing efforts to modernize best
practices, including simplifying classifications, aligning revision cycles, and prioritizing
the needs of developing countries while reducing complexity and costs. The
presentation also emphasized the importance of regional feedback and collaborative
work through task teams to keep classifications relevant, up-to-date, and fit for
purpose in a rapidly evolving statistical landscape.

Session 3: International Standard Industrial Classification, Revision 5 (ISIC

The presentation, made by the UNSD representative and the Chair of ISIC Rev.5
Revision for UN Committee of Experts on International Classifications (UNCEISC) ,
introduced the Ilatest version of the International Standard Industrial
Classification of All Economic Activities (ISIC Rev.5), highlighting its role as the
global reference for classifying economic activities, maintained by the UN Statistics
Division. It explained ISIC’s four-level hierarchical structure, the principal activity rule
for classification, and the top-down method for assigning codes based on value-added
contributions, ensuring consistency across levels. The revision process, endorsed in
2024, aimed to balance three key objectives: reflecting new economic realities,
improving alignment with regional classifications, and maintaining continuity with ISIC
Rev. 4 to avoid disrupting existing data systems. Major changes in Rev. 5 include
expanded detail (now 463 classes), new categories for intermediation services,
finance, energy, and education, as well as alignment with the 2025 System of National
Accounts (SNA). Supporting materials, such as explanatory notes, correspondence
tables, and a dedicated task team, will facilitate its implementation, with resources
available via the UNSD website.

The UNSD representative then reviewed several concrete case studies on
classifying activities in selected industries according to the ISIC Rev.5.



15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

These presentations prompted numerous questions and comments from the
participants, underscoring the importance of this classification for the work of African
National Statistical Offices. Participants raised critical inquiries regarding the
accessibility of abridged versions of these classifications to streamline implementation
at the national level and modernizing data collection through Al tools and advanced
technology, particularly to better capture specific regional activities such as transport
and the cattle trade.

The UNSD representative presented the ISIC Rev.5 implementation plan, endorsed
by the UN Statistical Commission, which outlines a flexible timeline for countries to
adopt the revised classification by 2025, update business registers by 2026, and
integrate it into statistical programs starting in 2027. He highlighted key resources,
such as correspondence tables, online navigation tools, and the UNSD Classification
Registry, to support countries in aligning their national systems with ISIC Rev.5 and
the 2025 SNA. The presentation also emphasized capacity-building, collaboration,
and technical assistance as critical components to ensure a smooth transition and
maintain international comparability.

The presentation made by the AFRISTAT representative outlined the development
and revision of the NAEMA (Nomenclature d’Activités des Etats Membres
d’AFRISTAT) and NOPEMA (Nomenclature de Produits des Etats Membres
d’AFRISTAT), which were created in 2000 to adapt the ISIC and CPC frameworks to
the African context, emphasizing the need for greater detail in primary sectors like
agriculture while simplifying less relevant industrial categories. The 2009 revision
(NAEMA Rev1/NOPEMA Rev1) aligned with ISIC Rev.4 and CPC Rev.2, introducing
structural changes such as new sections, and reorganizing some sectors and services
to better reflect Africa’s economic realities, including the growing importance of digital
economies and extractive industries. Looking ahead, AFRISTAT is preparing further
revisions to align NAEMA and NOPEMA to ISIC rev.5 and CPC rev.3.

The discussion following the second set of presentations highlighted the complex
challenges member states face in aligning national nomenclatures with international
standards, particularly as AFRISTAT works to define clear ambitions for National
Statistical Offices (NSOs) to harmonize data collection. A recurring theme was the
logistical difficulty of reclassification, illustrated by Ghana’s shift of charcoal production
from industry to forestry and Senegal’s concerns regarding emerging digital platforms
like Yango, which blur the lines between transport and information services. To
address these inconsistencies, it was noted that the forthcoming revision of NAEMA
(Version 2) will be updated in line with ISIC Rev. 5 to better capture emerging activities
and product-based classifications. Furthermore, the Chair of ISIC Rev.5 Revision for
UN Committee of Experts on International Classifications (UNCEISC) highlighted that
advancements in ISIC Rev. 5, such as the introduction of class 6120 for
intermediation, will help resolve long-standing difficulties in subdividing sectors like
telecommunications, ultimately facilitating more accurate digital data collection across
diverse national contexts.

The presentation made by the Mauritius representative explained how the National
Bureau of Statistics uses the International Standard Industrial Classification (ISIC) as
the foundation of its National Standard Industrial Classification (NSIC), enabling both
international comparability and detailed national analysis across key economic
statistics. The representative highlighted the central role of this classification in the
statistical business register, surveys, national accounts, and administrative data, while
outlining benefits such as consistency and improved policy support alongside
challenges like coding accuracy and data updates. Finally, the representative
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21.

22.

23.

described the country’s phased approach to implementing ISIC Rev. 5 and its future
focus on automation and better integration of administrative data.

The Morocco representative presented the country’s institutional framework for
statistical production, highlighting the central role of the High Commission for Planning
in ensuring the harmonization of national classifications with international standards
while adapting them to national specificities. The presentation detailed the Moroccan
classification system—particularly the NMA 2010 aligned with ISIC Rev.4—and its
wide integration into statistical operations, supported by digital tools and ongoing
efforts toward automation and interoperability. It also outlined a structured roadmap
for revising the NMA toward alignment with ISIC Rev.5, emphasizing stakeholder
consultation, capacity building, and careful management of impacts on statistical
series.

The Cameroon representative presented how national classifications, aligned with
ISIC Rev.4, are used to ensure coherent and homogeneous classification of economic
activities while supporting the production of key statistics such as national accounts
and employment surveys. The presentation emphasized the integration of these
classifications into national systems, their legal backing, and the structured linkage
between activity and product classifications to improve statistical consistency. It also
outlined the planned transition to ISIC Rev.5, highlighting a participatory
implementation process and key challenges, including resource constraints and the
need to expand classification systems to other domains.

The representative of Equatorial Guinea presented the country’s updated NAEGE
(National Activity Classification) and NOPEGE (National Product Classification),
aligned with the 2008 SNA , ISIC Rev.4, and CPC Rev.2, while adapting to national
economic realities. He highlighted key revisions, such as expanded detail in
agriculture, fishing, and services, alongside challenges like limited institutional
experience, technical capacity gaps, and the need to harmonize with AFRISTAT’s
regional classifications. The next steps include leveraging upcoming censuses
(population and agriculture in 2026) to further refine the classifications.

The discussions after the country presentations underscored the strategic and
technical complexities of implementing harmonized nomenclatures and modernizing
national accounting across Africa. A major focus was placed on the transition to the
2008 SNA , with the AfDB highlighting that while "rebasing" or "relining" is time-
consuming, it significantly impacts economic metrics, often leading to substantial
increases in reported GDP which can improve national debt-to-GDP ratios. Countries
like Congo and Cameroon shared experiences on the necessity of institutional "buy-
in" and legal adoption of new systems, noting that clear communication and ownership
at the NSO level are vital to overcome resistance from other ministries. Technical
challenges were prominent, regarding the difficulty of aligning non-standard national
structures (such as Cameroon’s lack of traditional "Divisions") with international ISIC
standards, and the persistent issue of maintaining accurate business registers when
companies fail to report sector changes—a problem mitigated in Mauritius and
Seychelles through proactive inter-departmental collaboration. Ultimately, the session
reinforced that while technical resources and funding are often limited, regional
harmonization depends on aligning national nomenclatures with the ISIC and ensuring
data quality through continuous review.
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Session 4: Central Product Classification, Version 3.0 (CPC Ver. 3.0

The UNSD representative introduced CPC Version 3.0, the latest update of the
Central Product Classification, highlighting its role as the international standard for
classifying all goods and services, structured into 10 sections and aligned with
frameworks like the Harmonized System (HS) and ISIC Rev.5. Key updates in CPC
Ver. 3.0 include new categories for digital products (e.g., data as a product, cloud
computing), fintech services, environmental services (e.g., carbon capture), and non-
financial intermediation, alongside improved alignment with global standards like SIEC
and the 2025 SNA. The presentation also outlined the revision process, future
correspondence tables (e.g., CPC-HS 2022, CPC-ISIC Rev.5), and resources for
implementation, with the final publication expected by March 2026.

The UNSD representative and the Chair of ISIC Rev.5 Revision for UN Committee of
Experts on International Classifications (UNCEISC) presented NAPCS Canada 2022
(Version 1.0), a comprehensive product classification system designed to
harmonize goods and services data across statistical, trade, and economic programs,
replacing a fragmented patchwork of sector-specific classifications. The system
features a four-level hierarchy (group, class, subclass, detail) with 5,199 items,
integrates with the Supply and Use Product Classification (SUPC), and aligns with
international standards like CPC, HS, and the 2025 SNA, while offering eight subject-
specific variants for tailored analytical needs. Key takeaways included the importance
of coherence, adaptability through variants, and trilateral collaboration with the U.S.
and Mexico to ensure comparability and responsiveness to emerging economic
realities.

The Liberia representative shared that the country currently uses ISIC Rev.4 for
economic activities and CPC Version 2.0 for product classification, with integration
primarily at the macro level for national accounts and enterprise surveys. He
highlighted challenges such as the lack of a national CPC classification, difficulties in
mapping existing systems, and gaps in capturing modern services like telecom and
digital transactions. Liberia plans to gradually transition to the SNA 2025, CPC 3.0,
and ISIC Rev.5 after its next national accounts rebasing, while also exploring
technological advancements and capacity-building to address data limitations.

The representative of Céote d'lvoire, intervening online, presented the country’s CIAP
classification system, a national adaptation of ISIC Rev.4 and CPC Rev.2, which is
fully integrated into national accounts, enterprise surveys, and trade statistics. He
outlined plans to transition to ISIC Rev.5 and CPC Ver.3.0 in alignment with the 2025
SNA rebasing, emphasizing collaboration with AFRISTAT and stakeholder
consultations. Additionally, Céte d'lvoire is exploring Al-driven coding tools and web-
based interfaces to modernize classification processes and enhance interoperability
with global standards.

The representative of Togo presented the country’s NTA (National Activity
Classification) and NTP (National Product Classification), which are aligned with ISIC
Rev.4, CPC Rev.2, NAEMA Rev.1, and NOPEMA Rev.1, while incorporating national
specificities. He highlighted the participatory 11-step adaptation process, including
sectoral consultations, pre-validation testing during the General Enterprise Census,
and legal adoption via presidential decree. Key lessons included the importance of
stakeholder involvement, field testing, legal anchoring, and regional support from
AFRISTAT to ensure relevance and compliance with international standards.
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The representative of Statistics South Africa explained that the country uses the
UN’s Central Product Classification (CPC) to organize trade, production, and price
statistics, aligning it with the International Standard Industrial Classification (ISIC) and
international frameworks like the SNA. She outlined plans to adopt CPC Version 3.0
in 2026, involving a structured approval process through a working group,
management buy-in, and executive ratification. Additionally, South Africa is exploring
digital classification tools and automation to modernize its statistical systems and
seeks collaboration with other NSOs to enhance these efforts.

Intervening online, the South African Revenue Service (SARS) representative
detailed South Africa’s progressive transition to CPC Version 3.0 and ISIC Revision
5, highlighting the country’s active role in UN consultations and the need for system
upgrades, staff training, and dual-coding to ensure continuity. He emphasized
challenges such as recoding digital and environmental products, maintaining time-
series data, and aligning IT systems, while outlining a phased roadmap from 2025 to
2028. The presentation also underscored the importance of cross-institutional
coordination with Stats SA, SARB, and other partners to harmonize classifications for
national accounts, trade, and SDG monitoring.

Session 5: Other economic classifications

The UNSD representative introduced COFOG (Classification of the Functions of
Government), an international standard for organizing government expenditure into
functional categories, currently undergoing revision to address gaps like
environmental spending undercounting, digitalization, and gender-related
expenditures. Key challenges include balancing primary vs. secondary purposes of
expenditures (e.g., reforestation classified under economic affairs rather than
environment) and improving data availability, with proposals like matrix approaches or
additional breakdowns to capture multi-purpose spending. The revision timeline
targets consultations in 2026, finalization by mid-2027, and endorsement by 2028,
with potential spillover effects on related classifications like COICOP.

The OECD representative presented the classification of public revenue statistics
in Africa, which harmonizes fiscal and non-fiscal revenue data using the OECD’s
Interpretative Guide, aligned with international standards like 2008 SNA, SEC 2010,
and IMF’s GFSM 2014. She explained the key concepts, such as the definition of
taxes as mandatory, unrequited payments to government, and the 71-category
classification system that ensures consistency across countries. The presentation also
highlighted the harmonization process, which involves national focal points validating
raw data and creating concordance tables to map country-specific revenue categories
to the standardized framework.

The discussions, following the OECD presentation, focused on administrative
accessibility, participation in global reporting, and the technicalities of tax revenue data
collection. Clarification was provided on how to access the OECD online training
module via account registration, with the module taking approximately one hour to
complete. Regarding country-specific participation, it was confirmed that 38 African
countries were involved with specific focal point contacts available. A technical
challenge was raised concerning discrepancies between the OECD nomenclature and
non-tax based revenues; the OECD responded by emphasizing their harmonized
approach and the use of Excel-based data sharing to simplify reporting. Finally, the
clarification on currency requirements for questionnaires and the distribution of
documents were discussed.



34. The UNSD representative presented COICOP 2018, the Classification of Individual
Consumption According to Purpose, which organizes household expenditures into
15 divisions based on their intended use, with a new five-digit subclass level to better
align with CPC Ver. 2.1 and other frameworks like ISCED and ICHA. Major updates
include splitting the former "Miscellaneous goods and services" division into
"Insurance and Financial Services" and "Personal Care, Social Protection, and
Miscellaneous," as well as expanding digital service categories and clarifying
distinctions between goods and services. The presentation also covered
correspondence tables, case studies, and next steps, including finalizing the
publication and assessing future revisions.

35. The UNSD representative introduced SIEC (Standard International Energy Product
Classification), a framework designed to standardize the classification of energy
products globally, supporting energy statistics, policy analysis, and alignment with
economic and environmental data. SIEC Version 2.0 significantly expands detail—
from 52 to 159 classes—with new sections for electricity sources (e.g., solar, wind),
hydrogen/synthetic fuels, cold energy, and waste-derived products, while improving
alignment with CPC Ver. 3.0. The 2026 roadmap includes finalizing explanatory notes
and correspondence tables, with approval targeted for the 58th UN Statistical
Commission session in early 2027.

36. The discussion concluded with a focus on the practical dissemination of classification
updates and technical inquiries regarding the evolution of COICOP standards.
Member states committed to sharing COICOP-related information internally with
colleagues to ensure organizational alignment and a specific need for the French-
language version of energy statistics to facilitate local implementation. A technical
query was raised concerning the transition from COICOP 1999 to COICOP 2018,
specifically seeking the rationale behind the new inclusion of Education Services. In
response, it was noted that the COICOP 2018 explanatory notes provide the
necessary justification for these structural changes, expanding on the logic used to
modernize the sub-sections.

Session 6: Dissemination of statistical classifications

37. The UNSD representative introduced the International Family of Classifications
(IFC), a repository of 147 UN-adopted statistical classifications (e.g., ISIC, CPC,
COICOP, SIEC) organized by domains like economic, demographic, and
environmental statistics, maintained by the UN Committee of Experts. The
presentation highlighted dissemination tools and grading criteria for adding new
classifications, alongside ongoing work by the Task Team on Best Practices (TT-
BP/IFC) to modernize guidelines and align the IFC with CSA 2.0. Next steps include
revising best practices, incorporating Al-friendly metadata standards, and reviewing
the IFC’s relevance and gaps to ensure it meets evolving statistical needs.

38. The UNSD representative presented the Classification of Statistical Activities
(CSA), an analytical framework that organizes statistical work into seven domains,
with CSA 2.0 (endorsed in 2023) introducing new domains for Environment and
Governance statistics, while renaming others to better align with global frameworks
like FDES and the Praia Group’s Handbook. The CSA 2.1 update (endorsed in March
2026) added a dedicated Food Security and Nutrition domain following a global
consultation, while clarifying exclusions like agriculture or environmental accounting.
The presentation emphasized CSA’s role in harmonizing statistical metadata,
publications, and capacity-building activities, with resources available at
unstats.un.org.
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40.

41

42.

Session 7: Statistical classifications for the African context

. The UNECA representative, Ali Yedan, presented findings from a survey of 30
African countries (56% response rate), revealing that while ISIC Rev. 4 is the most
widely used (26 countries), only 2 have adopted ISIC Rev. 5, and challenges include
interoperability issues, delayed updates (e.g., HS 2022), and limited technical
assistance, with just 6 countries receiving I1SIC-related support in the past 5 years.
Key priorities for improvement include harmonization and capacity building, with
recommendations for stronger regional coordination, training, and digital tools to
address gaps in classifications revision adoption.

The roundtable discussion on which international classifications to be used for
the African context, linked to the international standard revealed a strong
consensus on the need for a "hybrid" approach to statistical classification in Africa,
balancing strict international standards with flexible national adaptations. While
Senegal and Burkina Faso highlighted the utility of ISIC and CPC for formal activities
and base-year updates, a primary concern raised by multiple participants, including
Cameroon, was the difficulty of capturing the informal sector, which can constitute up
to 50% of some economies. The dialogue, supported by STATAFRIC and Ethiopia,
culminated in a dual-strategy recommendation: the development of a harmonized
continental classification that remains aligned with international frameworks like ISIC
Rev. 5 while allowing countries the autonomy to address local diversities and "fit-for-
purpose" gaps. Furthermore, ECA and the ISIC Chair noted that modern
classifications must evolve to resolve technical complexities, such as identifying
statistical units in the informal economy and better disaggregating the increasingly
blurred lines between integrated goods and services.

Session 8: Next steps

. The STG12 Secretariat representative outlined the way forward for the Specialized
Technical Group on Classification, by reiterating the underlying objectives of the
2025-2026 action plan and the classifications that the group has identified as high
priority. Key initiatives include a sub-group on African Revenue Classification (with 17
member states, 3 RECs, and 3 partners) to draft a continental classification. The
STG12 Secretariat proposes to organize two webinars by the end of 2026 to discuss
the automated classification of economic units and to provide an update on the
progress of implementation. The presentation concluded with open-ended questions
on reprioritizing tasks, improving coordination, and adjusting timelines or
methodologies to ensure feasibility by December 2026.

The UNSD expert outlined the next steps for the UN Committee of Experts on
International Statistical Classifications (UNCEISC), focusing on the coordination
of the ongoing revision processes of several international statistical classifications
including the revisions of COFOG, SIEC, ISCED, ISCO and SITC, the and
implementation of revised classifications that have been recently adopted by the UN
Statistical Classification (e.g., CPC Ver. 3.0, COFOG, COICOP), and the need for
global consultation and alignment with international standards. Key priorities include
the global consultation on the implementation status of ISIC Rev.5 and CPC Ver. 3.0,
finalizing correspondence tables, and ensuring regional coordination to support



member states in adopting updates. The presentation emphasized timelines for
approvals (e.g., COFOG by 2028), capacity-building initiatives, and the role of task
teams in harmonizing statistical frameworks to meet emerging data challenges.

43. All the presentation materials from this meeting are available at this link.

Main Conclusions and Recommendations

Words of gratitude and recognition
The participants and organizers of the workshop:

44, Expressed heartfelt gratitude to the Government of Ethiopia for its warm and fraternal
welcome, as well as its invaluable support in ensuring the successful delivery of the
workshop.

45. Acknowledged and appreciated the technical and financial support provided by partners
for the development of the African Statistical System. Encouraged these partners to
continue their assistance in close collaboration with STATAFRIC and AU Member States,
ensuring a structured framework for periodically assessing countries' needs to better tailor
support programs. Special recognition was given to the World Bank for its significant
financial and technical support for statistical activities in the continent.

46. Expressed our appreciation to the United Nations Statistics Division for providing
financial assistance to facilitate the travel of participants and ensure their active
participation in the meetings. We also greatly appreciate UNSD’s technical support
through the provision of training sessions and valuable training materials, which
contributed significantly to the capacity-building efforts of participants.

47. Congratulated Member States that are providing data on statistical classifications and
revenue statistics in Africa and call upon those that have not yet joined the initiative to do
so in order to strengthen the availability, comparability, and quality of revenue statistics
across the continent.

Resolutions

The Meeting:

Rs.1 Recognized the importance of the development of supplementary guidance to
support the implementation of the ISIC Rev.5 and CPC Ver.3.0;

Rs2. Recognized that the 2025 SNA implementation is the potential entry point to advance
and promote ISIC Rev.5 and CPC Ver.3 implementation;

Rs3. Recognized the importance of properly resourcing the update of revised ISIC and
CPC under a regular national statistical programme;

Rs4. Recognized the importance of translating ISIC Rev.5 and CPC Ver.3.0 materials into
French;


https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/workshops/AddisAbaba2026.cshtml

48.

49.

50.

Recommendations

The Meeting:

R1. Encouraged Member States to develop a national implementation plan and timeline
of ISIC Rev.5 and CPC Ver.3.0 and report the status of implementation at future STG-12
meetings, and other international fora as appropriate

R2. Recommended to Member States to align the implementation of the ISIC and CPC
with the 2025 SNA implementation;

R3. Requested STATAFRIC, United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA),
United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD), and other development partners to strengthen
coordination on international statistical classifications by providing annual capacity-
building programmes to National Statistics Offices and line ministries responsible for
classifications, in line with the Action Plan of the STG12- classification and international
standards, while taking into account the African context.

R4. Requested Member States to establish a dedicated unit within the National Statistics
Offices to oversee or coordinate national statistical classification matters in alignment with
international standards. The unit is recommended to specifically support the development
and maintenance of national economic classifications.

R5. Encouraged Member States to adapt their national economic classifications to the
revised versions of international statistical classifications and ensure their effective
implementation at the national level.

R6. Requested Member States to undertake sector-specific activities to support the
implementation of revised international statistical classifications after their alignment and
contextualization to national circumstances.

Closing Session

The STATAFRIC representative expressed gratitude to participants, facilitators, the
GTS12 Bureau, and partners (including Ethiopia, ECA, AfDB, Afristat and UNSD) for
their active contributions, leadership, and technical/financial support during the
workshop. He emphasized the importance of applying and sharing the acquired
knowledge and skills in daily work and institutions, while strengthening professional
networks and collaboration to advance the STG12 action plan and remaining
activities.

The AfDB representative expressed deep gratitude to the organizers and partners
and all country representatives for their active participation and the high-quality
discussions throughout the three-day workshop. He emphasized the transformative
potential of the training, urging participants to apply the knowledge gained to advance
their careers and contribute to the continental statistical work.

In his concluding remarks, the UNSD representative thanked the participants for their
active participation and dedication in addressing the complexities and technical
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challenges of the statistical Classification landscape, emphasizing the role of
statisticians in developing robust classification systems to improve official statistics
production and use. He called for collaboration to advance this often-overlooked field,
stressing the need to bring the significance of classifications into the mainstream work
of official statistical systems.

The President of the STG12 bureau, the Gabon representative, expressed deep
gratitude to the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) and other organizers for the
excellent organization of the workshop, which provided a highly satisfactory
environment for discussions on international classifications and recent advancements.
He emphasized the importance of African experts acting as ambassadors in their
respective countries to ensure the continent keeps pace with global developments,
while acknowledging the diverse progress levels across African nations in adopting
updated classification systems and the need for collective efforts to achieve
continental harmonization.

The Director of the African Centre for Statistics - UNECA concluded the meeting by
expressing his gratitude for the collaborative efforts of regional and international partners
and emphasized the power of peer learning and post-workshop engagement,
highlighting the 70-20-10 principle where 70% of capacity-building happens through
practical application after training. He also stressed the need to balance
contextualization, harmonization, and statistical identity in Africa, ensuring that
classifications align with international standards while reflecting African ownership and
policy relevance, and called for sustained interaction to implement resolutions and
recommendations.
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