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I.  INTRODUCTION 

 

The Specialized Technical Group on Classification (STG 12 - Class) met from 28 to 30 April 

2025 in Libreville, Gabon, in the Nomad Residence Hotel’s conference room. The STG 12-

Class members and observers attended the meeting. 

 

STG-Class members:  

 

- Representatives of AU Member States:  Burundi, Burkina Faso, Cote d’Ivoire, Gabon, 

Lesotho, Libya, Mali, Morocco, Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria*, Rwanda, São Tomé and 

Príncipe, South Africa*, Togo and Zimbabwe, 

- AU Regional Economic Communities: East African Community (EAC)*, Economic 

Community of Central African States (ECCAS) and Southern African Development 

Community (SADC). 

- Pan-African and Regional Organisations: The African Union Institute for Statistics 

(AU-STATAFRIC), UNECA, IMF-AFRITAC (Centre) and AFRISTAT. 

 

International Partners: 

 

- OECD, UNSD, WTO*, EU/ Pan-African Statistics Programme II (PAS II). 

 

 

II. PURPOSE OF THE MEETING 

 

The representative of ECA, who is the secretariat of this STG, presented the objectives of 

this first meeting of the STG – Classification. He noted that statistical classifications serve 

as a framework for national statistical systems to provide policy-makers with high-quality, 

internationally comparable statistics that incorporate the current economic developments. 

He highlighted the key objectives of this STG in harmonizing statistical methodologies 

across Africa and encouraged participants to share experiences on statistical classifications 

from their countries and organizations, and how to address emerging statistical challenges. 

To achieve the expected results, the meeting was informed that there will be presentations 

on overview of statistical classification followed by country exchanges on their experience 

on this theme and lastly groups sessions whose tasks will be to: 

Group 1: Develop a priority list of statistical classifications on which the STG12- Class 

should focus on, including a description of the classifications. 

Group 2: Drawing up a clear action plan, within the framework of the ToR adopted by the 

CoDGs. 

 

 
* Attended and presented online. 
 



 

III. OPENING SESSION 

 

- In the opening remarks, Ali Yedan, ACS-UNECA representative, welcomed attendees 

and emphasized the importance of statistical classifications in producing reliable, 

comparable, and methodologically sound data. He insisted that the meeting, part of the 

Second Strategy for the Harmonization of Statistics in Africa (SHaSA-2), aims to adopt 

frameworks and implement recommendations for statistical classifications across Africa. 

The UNECA representation highlighted the role of international organizations, such as 

the United Nations Statistics Division, in coordinating and supporting these efforts. 

Finally, he thanked the African Union Commission, STATAFRIC, and the Gabonese 

authorities for their support in organizing the event. 

 

- In a welcoming address, Dr. Jose Awong Alene, Ag. Head, Statistics System 

Coordination and Innovation at AU-STATAFRIC emphasized the role classifications 

have in driving informed decision-making and the importance of harmonizing statistical 

strategies across Africa. He highlighted the need for adaptable and inclusive 

classification systems to keep pace with innovation and ensure comparability. He also 

thanked the Government of Gabon for its support and reaffirmed AU STATAFRIC's 

commitment to generating reliable and timely statistical information for Africa’s 

development. 

- In his opening remarks, Mr Janvier Oyouomi Mali, Director General of the Directorate 

General of Statistics, welcomed attendees and thanked AU STATAFRIC and the ECA 

for choosing Gabon as the host. The director General emphasized the importance of 

classifications in statistical development in Africa and pointed out that the 

operationalization of the Specialized Technical Group on Classifications is crucial for 

African countries to monitor the adoption and the adaptation to local context of 

international statistical nomenclatures, while at the same time harmonizing work. Finally, 

he thanked the Gabonese high authorities for their support and declared the meeting 

open, encouraging all participants to actively engage in the discussions. 

 

Presentation of the objectives: 

- The representative of ECA then presented the objectives of this first meeting of the 

Classification STG, stressing that classifications serve as a framework for national 

statistical systems and provide policy-makers with high-quality, internationally 

comparable statistics that incorporate recent economic developments. Key objectives 

include harmonizing statistical methodologies across Africa, sharing experiences from 

countries and organizations, and addressing emerging statistical challenges. The 

working method that will be implemented to achieve the expected results was presented. 

It will initially consist of exchanges of experience on this theme, followed by the work of 

two groups whose tasks will be to: 

 

- Group 1: Elaborate a minimum set of classifications to focus by STG 12 - Class. 



- Group 2: Drawing up a clear action plan, within the framework of the ToR adopted 

by the CoDGs. 

  

Following the opening session, the STG-Class approved the draft agenda.  

 

IV. OVERVIEW ON STATISTICAL CLASSIFICATION 

 
a. PRESENTATION OF THE ADOPTED TORS OF THE STG CLASS 

 

STATAFRIC presented the adopted Terms of Reference (ToRs) for the STG-Class 
approved by the 18th CoDGs in December 2024. The STG-Class was established to 
support the implementation of the Strategy for the Harmonization of Statistics in Africa 
(SHaSA 2). The STG-Class aims to: 

 
1. Harmonize statistical methodologies across Africa to ensure consistency and 
comparability of data at all levels. 
2. Support AU MS in implementing statistical classifications. 
3. Adapt international statistical standards and norms to the African context, 
considering local realities and priorities. 
4. Monitor the implementation of SHaSA 2 across AU MS, ensuring that common 
standards and methods are adopted and followed. 
5. Address emerging statistical issues in Africa and propose solutions that are both 
practical and aligned with international standards. 
6. Promote the use of new data sources and statistical tools, encouraging innovation in 
statistical systems across African nations. 

 
Membership is voluntary, targeting 25 AU Member States representing all 5 AU regions 
alongside Pan-African organizations, and RECs. The STG reports to the Executive 
Committee of the SHaSA 2, to the African Statistical Coordination Committee, and to the 
CoDGs. It is led by a bureau of five members, including a Chair, three vice chairs, and a 
rapporteur. The STG-Class meets twice yearly. ECA provides the secretariat with the 
support of AU-STATAFRIC and AfDB. 

 

b. PRESENTATION OF NEW DEVELOPMENTS IN INTERNATIONAL STATISTICAL CLASSIFICATION  

- OECD 

The OECD representatives highlighted the importance of harmonizing revenue statistics 

across Africa. The Revenue Statistics in Africa initiative, which covers 36 countries, has 

been instrumental in improving data consistency and aligning with broader African priorities, 

such as Agenda 2063 and the SDGs. They emphasized the benefits of participation in the 

initiative, including enhanced statistical capacity, better policy-making, and improved data 

systems. Looking ahead, the OECD representatives advocated for the development of an 

African revenue classification to better reflect the continent's specific realities and support 

domestic revenue mobilization. The STG-Classification was encouraged to lead this effort 

to ensure data relevance and deeper harmonization across African countries. 



- UNSD 

The UNSD representative highlighted recent developments in international statistical 

classifications. Key updates included the revision of the International Standard Industrial 

Classification of All Economic Activities (ISIC Rev.5) and the Central Product Classification 

Version 3.0 (CPC Ver.3.0), both of which aim to enhance data comparability and relevance 

across economic and social domains. He also raised the importance of the Classification of 

Individual Consumption According to Purpose 2018 (COICOP 2018) and the ongoing 

revision of the Classification of the Functions of Government (COFOG) to align with evolving 

statistical needs. Additionally, the revision of the Standard International Energy Product 

Classification (SIEC) and updates to the Classification of Statistical Activities (CSA) were 

discussed, underscoring the commitment to maintaining robust and adaptable statistical 

frameworks. 

c. PRESENTATION ON THE CHALLENGES AND ISSUES ENCOUNTERED IN THE FIELD OF 

STATISTICAL CLASSIFICATION  

- IMF AFRITAC  

Several key challenges in the development and use of statistical classifications were 

exposed by the representative of the IMF AFRITAC. He emphasized the importance of 

clearly defining objects (such as products, activities, and institutional sectors) and adopting 

good conventions to ensure accurate comparisons. Adapting international classifications to 

national needs while balancing available resources was identified as a significant challenge, 

along with the need to compile statistics based on classification through surveys and 

administrative sources. The presentation also stressed the importance of updating 

nomenclatures systematically and preparing bridge tables to ensure consistency and 

comparability. 

d. OVERVIEW OF NAEMA AND NOPEMA BY AFRISTAT   

 

AFRISTAT’s Director General presented the nomenclatures for economic activities 

(NAEMA) and products (NOPEMA), developed by AFRISTAT, which aim to harmonize 

statistical data across its member states. He highlighted the importance of these 

nomenclatures in ensuring comparability and aligning with international standards, such as 

the ISIC and the CPC. AFRISTAT emphasized the need for adaptations to reflect the specific 

economic realities of African countries, particularly in the primary sector. The revision 

process involved extensive collaboration with member states and international partners to 

ensure continuity and relevance. The implementation of these nomenclatures is designed to 

facilitate data collection, improve statistical accuracy, and support policy-making across the 

region. 

 

e. OVERVIEW OF HS 2022 – WTO 

 

The WTO representative presented an overview of the Harmonized System (HS) revision 

2022. The HS is a standardized system used globally to classify traded goods, with the 2022 



version reflecting changes in trade patterns, technology, and international conventions. Key 

updates include new codes for environmental goods, electronic waste, dual-use items, and 

emerging technologies like drones and 3D printers. He highlighted the growing adoption of 

HS 2022 across African countries to support harmonized trade data and policy. The 

presentation emphasized the importance of regular HS updates and technical support for 

implementation in developing regions. 

 

 

V.    COUNTRIES EXPERIENCE SHARING ON STATISTICAL CLASSIFICATION 

 

- Nigeria 

 

The representative of Nigeria explained the process used by Bureau of Statistics to adapt 

international classifications, such as ISIC and CPC, to better reflect national context, 

including specific economic activities like cement production. For foreign trade and consumer 

price statistics, Nigeria employs the Harmonized System 2022 and COICOP 2018, 

respectively. Key challenges include ensuring proper domestication of these classifications, 

particularly for younger officers, and harmonizing them across the region to enhance 

comparability. Nigeria is actively working with partners like AFRISTAT to build capacity and 

ensure coherence in classifications. 

 

- South Africa 

 

South Africa representative shared its country’s experiences in developing and implementing 

statistical standards and classifications. He highlighted the importance of standards in 

improving data quality and ensuring consistency across statistical production. He underlined 

SSA’s governance framework, including the approval process for statistical standards and 

classifications, and the role of training and periodic reviews in maintaining relevance. 

Challenges such as the frequency of revisions to international classifications and the need 

to update national registers were discussed, along with mitigation strategies like active 

participation in UN committees and monitoring ongoing developments.  

 

- Mali 

 
Mali’s representative highlighted the country’s use of international classifications for 
producing public statistics. Mali employs AFRISTAT’s NAEMA and NOPEMA for key 
economic indicators, including national accounts, consumer price indices, and industrial 
production indices. The presentation also noted the use of the HS classification for 
international trade statistics and COICOP-inspired nomenclatures for household surveys. 
Challenges were identified, such as the reliance on aggregated nomenclatures due to data 
collection costs, which limits the granularity of statistics and their utility for other analytical 
purposes. Mali emphasized the need for more detailed classifications to better meet the 
diverse statistical needs within the institution. 
 

 

 



- Morocco 

 

The representative of Morocco presented the approach of the High Commission for Planning 

(HCP) regarding the implementation and harmonization of statistical classifications. Morocco 

emphasized the role of the HCP as the national statistical authority responsible for statistical 

coordination and ensuring the adoption of international statistical norms and standards, 

particularly the harmonization of classifications at the national level. Some international 

classifications are used as they are, such as HS 2022 and COICOP 2018 (slightly adapted 

to the national context). 

Morocco also highlighted national classifications developed while taking into account local 

realities and specificities, ensuring their alignment with international classifications, such as 

the Moroccan Classification of Activities (NMA) and the Moroccan Classification of Products 

(NMP). Special focus was given to the development and implementation process of the NMA 

2010, which is an adaptation of ISIC Rev.4 to reflect the characteristics of the national 

economic structure. 

The challenges identified include raising awareness among partners about the proper use of 

classifications, strengthening human capacity in coding, and ensuring ongoing consistency 

between national and international classifications. The HCP also stressed the importance of 

regional collaboration and the development of digital tools to improve accessibility and 

harmonization across Africa. 

 

- Rwanda 

 
Rwanda's representative highlighted that the country employs several international statistical 

classifications, such as ISCED for education, ISCO-08 for occupations, ISIC Rev. 4 for 

economic activities, and COICOP for consumption purposes, to ensure data comparability 

and alignment with global standards. These classifications are applied across various 

surveys and censuses. This comprehensive approach supports evidence-based 

policymaking, promotes social equity, and facilitates international comparisons. 

 

- Burkina Faso 

 

Burkina Faso’s presentation shared the Institute of Statistics experiences in statistical 

classification, highlighting the use of reference nomenclatures such as CITI, CPC, NAEMA, 

and national frameworks. The current nomenclature, updated in 2022, is designed with input 

from sectoral stakeholders to reflect economically significant branches and products for the 

country. Burkina Faso’s classification system ensures compatibility with international 

standards and previous nomenclatures. Key challenges include the lack of data for all 

economically relevant products and the time-consuming process of producing data for 

detailed nomenclatures. 

 

 

 

 

 



- Togo 

 

The representative of Togo briefly presented the country’s experience with classifications. 

Togo relies on the activity and product classifications of AFRISTAT, particularly NAEMA 

and NOPEMA, which are adapted to the national context to become the Togolese 

Nomenclature of Activities (NTA) and the Togolese Nomenclature of Products (NTP), 

respectively. In addition, the country also uses international classifications such as the HS 

2022 and COICOP. Furthermore, ISCO-08 has been adapted to create the Togolese 

Nomenclature of Jobs and Professions (NTMP). 

 

 

- Niger 

 
Niger’s representative shared the country’s experience in adapting international and regional 
classifications, such as ISIC Rev. 4 and CPC Rev. 2, to create the national nomenclatures. 
Niger also uses the West African Consumption Nomenclature for harmonized consumer 
price indices and aligns with regional frameworks. Key challenges include limited resources 
for conducting detailed surveys and ensuring data coherence at a granular level. Niger has 
also adopted a quality approach to distinguish official statistics from other data sources. 
Niger's representative emphasized that the country had embarked on reforms to set up the 
National Fund for the Development of Statistics. 

 

- Burundi 

 

Burundi’s representative shared the country’s framework for using and updating statistical 

nomenclatures. A government decree now requires all producers of public data to 

systematically use common nomenclatures in various fields, including agriculture, health, 

education and public finance. The nomenclatures are adapted from international and 

regional standards to fit Burundi’s context, ensuring relevance and usability. Key challenges 

include the need to update certain nomenclatures.  

 

 

VI.    RECS EXPERIENCE SHARING ON STATISTICAL CLASSIFICATION   

 

- SADC 

 

The representative from SADC highlighted the region’s alignment with international statistical 

standards, within the framework of the Regional Strategy for the Development of Statistics. 

The region relies on international classifications like ISIC, CPC, and COICOP to ensure data 

comparability. Challenges were noted, including disparities in the adoption of new 

classifications among member states due to varying levels of resources, capacity, and 

political support. The World Bank and other partners are providing capacity-building projects 

and technical assistance to help member states migrate to updated classifications. Despite 

these efforts, regional statistical harmonization remains uneven, with some countries lagging 

in adopting the latest standards. 

 



- ECCAS 

 

The ECCAS representative highlighted the organization’s role in promoting regional 

statistical harmonization and cooperation. He emphasized the importance of aligning 

national statistical practices with regional and international standards to ensure data 

comparability and quality. Key initiatives include implementation of the Regional Strategy for 

the Development of Statistics, with support from the African Development Bank, focusing on 

policy development, coordination, and data harmonization. ECCAS is actively working on 

harmonizing statistics in areas such as external trade, national accounts, and public 

finances, while also addressing challenges like limited funding. 

 

VII. BREAKOUT SESSION: DEVELOPING ACTIONABLE OUTCOMES 

 

During the working sessions, participants were divided into two specialised teams to advance 

concrete deliverables. 

 

The first group concentrated on developing a priority list of essential classifications for the 

STG12-Class to focus on, including detailed descriptions of each classification, its relevance, 

and the specific areas where harmonization and improvement are most needed. 

 

Meanwhile, the second group focused on drafting a comprehensive action plan, outlining 

specific steps and timelines within the framework of the Terms of Reference (ToR) adopted 

by the Committee of Directors General (CoDGs), to ensure structured and effective progress 

toward the group's objectives. 

 

Identification of relevant actions to achieve set objectives. 

- Group 1 selected a list of classifications (12 classifications), among which 4 

classifications (COICOP, CPC, ISIC, HS) were chosen as priority 

 

Both groups produced detailed final reports, included as annexes to the meeting 

documentation, providing complete specifications for immediate implementation. 
 

 

VIII. ELECTION OF THE STG12-CLASS BUREAU 
 

The Bureau of the STG12-Class was elected for 5 years, starting in 2025. It is composed as follows:  

 

▪ Chair: Gabon  

▪ 1st Vice-chair: Rwanda  

▪ 2nd Vice chair: Libya  

▪ 3rd Vice-chair: Togo   

▪ Rapporteur: Lesotho   

 

 

 

 



IX. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

A. Acknowledgements on progress 

The STG12-Class:  

1) Recognized the need for harmonization in the implementation and use of statistical 

classifications in Africa. 

2) Extended its sincere gratitude to the various international organizations for sharing their 

expertise and presenting the latest developments in the classifications for which they 

serve as custodians. 

3) Acknowledged the operational challenges faced by AU Member States, including (i) 

adapting international statistical classifications, (ii) compiling statistics based on 

international classification, (iii) Updating classifications, (iv) limited resources, and (v) 

setting up and managing bridge/correspondence tables. 

4) Commended country-level development such as (i) South Africa's process to establish 

and revise national classifications, (ii) Morocco's structured and concerted consultation 

process on national classifications, and (iii) Burundi’s institutional framework on national 

classifications in the NSS. 

5) Underscored the importance of institutional framework for adapting international, 

continental and regional classification at national level. 

 

Building on these findings and deliberations, the STG12-Class formulated actionable 

recommendations to tackle systemic challenges, with a focus on capacity building, guidelines, 

advocacy, harmonisation and comparability. 

 

B. Recommendations 

 

To AU Member States 

 

R.1. Invite National Statistical Offices to enhance coordination with administrative data 
producers to harmonize the statistical classifications used within NSS. 

  
R.2. Encourage National Statistical Offices to align their national statistical classifications to 

the latest revisions/versions of international classifications in producing statistics, 
integrating these into their long-term work plans. 
 

R.3. Encourage peer-learning among AU Member States to learn about experience and 
practice to support the evolution of their national classifications. 

 
R.4. Encourage National Statistical Offices to establish a dedicated division/department in 

charge of the development/adaptation/domestication of statistical classifications to be 
used in the production of statistics in the country. 

 
 



To International Organizations 
 

R.5. Request UNECA in coordination with AU-STATAFRIC to carry out an in-depth 
assessment of the national statistical classifications being used by member states. 
 

R.6. Urge UNECA and AU-STATAFRIC, in collaboration with International Partners such as 
OECD, AFRISTAT, IMF-AFRITAC and UNSD, to fast-track the development/adoption of 
statistical classification which suits the different domains of the African context. 
 
 
To all African Statistical System (AfSS) stakeholders 
 

R.7. Urge all AU Member States, Regional Economic Communities (RECs), Pan-African 
institutions (AU-STATAFRIC, AfDB, and UNECA), OECD, AFRISTAT, IMF AFRITAC 
and UNSD to support the implementation of the adopted 2025-2026 action plan. 

 
 
 

To the STG12-Class bureau 
 

R.8. Task the STG12-Class Bureau to coordinate the finalization of the priority list of essential 
statistical classifications and the Action Plan and submit final documents to the 
Secretariat within 5 working days after the meeting. 
 
 

X. WORDS OF GRATITUDE AND RECOGNITION 

The African Union Institute for Statistics (AU STATAFRIC), the Economic Commission for 

Africa (ECA) and the STG12-Class Members sincerely thanks the Government of the 

Republic of Gabon for hosting this pivotal meeting and the Directorate General of 

Statistics —led by the Director General—for its exceptional coordination.  

We gratefully acknowledge the World Bank for its crucial financial and technical support, 

as well as all development partners for strengthening Africa’s statistical systems. The 

STG12-Class Members urges continued collaboration with UNECA/AU 

STATAFRIC and National Statistics Offices to align programs with continental goals and 

national needs, fostering a harmonized statistical framework for Africa’s development. 

 

XI. CLOSING SESSION 

 
 

- ECA, STG12- Classification Secretariat 

 
In conclusion, the ECA representative, serving as the STG-12 Secretariat, expressed 
sincere gratitude to the representatives of Member States, experts from international and 
pan-African organizations, and especially the African Union for their invaluable support in 
financing, organizing, and facilitating the event. He also extended heartfelt thanks to the 
interpreters for their patience and dedication throughout the proceedings. 



 
As he closed this inaugural hybrid workshop of the Specialized Technical Group on 
Classification—a critical area for statistical development and harmonization—he 
encouraged all participating countries to implement the agreed-upon decisions and wished 
STG-12 continued success in carrying out its assigned mandates. 
 
Finally, the ECA representative conveyed appreciation to the Republic of Gabon for its 
warm hospitality and support with visa arrangements. 
 
- STG12- Classification Chairman 

 
In conclusion, the STG-12 Chairman, Gabon’s representative, expressed heartfelt 
appreciation to all participants—including members of the STG, international partners, and 
organizers—for their outstanding efforts in ensuring the successful preparation and 
smooth conduct of the meeting. 
 
Acknowledging the responsibility entrusted to the newly elected bureau, he emphasized 
the considerable challenges ahead, amid rapid innovations in the economic and financial 
ecosystem. He reaffirmed the bureau’s strong commitment to leading the Specialized 
Technical Group on Classification, a vital mission aimed at fostering excellence within 
national, regional, and continental statistical systems. 
 
He concluded by thanking all participants for their valuable contributions to the meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Annex 1: Report on the work of Group 1  
 

Classification 

& latest 

Version 

Full Name 
Why It’s 

Important 

Relevant 

Domain Main Use 

ISIC 

Rev 5 

International Standard 

Industrial Classification of 

All Economic Activities  

Core 

classification 

for economic 

statistics, used 

in GDP, 

employment, 

and production 

statistics. 

Economic & 

Demographic 

& Social 
National Accounts, 

Economic Surveys, 

Statistical Business 

Register, Labour Force 

Survey 

COICOP 

2018  

Classification of Individual 

Consumption According to 

Purpose 

Vital for 

analysing 

household 

consumption, 

inflation (CPI), 

and social 

policy. 

Economic & 

Demographic 

& Social 
Consumer Price Index 

(CPI), Household Budget 

Surveys, National 

Accounts 

CPC 

Version 3  

Central Product 

Classification  

Used for 

product-level 

statistics such 

as production, 

services, and 

trade. 

Economic 

Economic activity, 

Services, Trade, National 

Accounts 

HS 

2022 

Harmonized Commodity 

Description and Coding 

System 

Globally 

accepted 

classification 

for 

international 

trade of goods. 

Economic 

Import/export statistics, 

customs 

ISCO 

2008 

International Standard 

Classification of 

Occupations  

Essential for 

labour market 

statistics, 

unemployment, 

and skills 

mismatch. 

Demographic 

& Social 

Labour Force Surveys, 

Employment statistics 

COFOG 
Classification of the 

Functions of Government  

Helps track 

government 

expenditure 

by function 

(e.g., health, 

education). 

Economic 

National Accounts, Public 

Finance 

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Family/Detail/2095
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Family/Detail/2095
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Family/Detail/2095
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Family/Detail/2094
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Family/Detail/2094
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Family/Detail/2094
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Family/Detail/1074
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Family/Detail/1074
https://www.wcoomd.org/en/topics/nomenclature/instrument-and-tools/hs-nomenclature-2022-edition/hs-nomenclature-2022-edition.aspx
https://www.wcoomd.org/en/topics/nomenclature/instrument-and-tools/hs-nomenclature-2022-edition/hs-nomenclature-2022-edition.aspx
https://www.wcoomd.org/en/topics/nomenclature/instrument-and-tools/hs-nomenclature-2022-edition/hs-nomenclature-2022-edition.aspx
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Family/Detail/1067
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Family/Detail/1067
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Family/Detail/1067
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Family/Detail/4
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Family/Detail/4


Classification 

& latest 

Version 

Full Name 
Why It’s 

Important 

Relevant 

Domain Main Use 

EBOPS 

Extended Balance of 

Payments Services 

Classification  

Crucial for 

measuring 

international 

trade in 

services. 

Economic 

Balance of Payments 

statistics, 

National Accounts 

BEC 
Broad Economic 

Classification 

Crucial for 

grouping goods 

according to 

their end-use 

Economics Used in trade and 

economic analysis, 

National Accounts input-

output tables as well as 

macroeconomic models 

  
Why These Matter Most 

1. ISIC and CPC: Form the backbone for production and business statistics as well as labour market 
dynamics. 

2. COICOP: Essential for prices, income, consumption and expenditure as well as living conditions 

3. ISCO: Essential for understanding labour market dynamics. 

4. HS and EBOPS: Key for external sector and trade policy. 

5. COFOG: Supports transparency and accountability in government spending. 

6. All are used in compiling Sustainable Development Goals indicators, National Accounts, and 
international reporting. 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Priority Implementation Roadmap for Statistical Classifications 

Phase 1: Foundation and Economic Structure (High Priority) 

These form the backbone of economic and demographic data needed for National Accounts, trade, and 
planning. 

Classification Full Name Use/Application 

ISIC  
International Standard Industrial 

Classification 

Classifying economic activities; foundational for GDP, 

business statistics 

Level 4, For our STG, we propose level 4 

CPC Central Product Classification 

Products/services classification; supports GDP, trade, 

production, price statistics 

Level 5, For our STG, we propose level 4 

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Family/Detail/101
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Family/Detail/101
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Family/Detail/101
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Family/Detail/1068
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Family/Detail/1068


Classification Full Name Use/Application 

HS 
Harmonized Commodity Description 

and Coding System 

Customs/trade classification; used in international trade 

statistics 

Level 6, For our STG, we propose level 4 

COFOG 
Classification of the Functions of 

Government 

Government expenditure classification; used in public 

finance and National Accounts 

Level 3, For our STG, we propose level 2 

ISCO 
International Standard Classification 

of Occupations 

Labour force and employment classification 

Level 4, For our STG, we propose level 3 

 
 

Phase 2: Labour and Household Data (Medium Priority) 

Supports labour statistics, employment analysis, and social statistics. 

Classification Full Name Use/Application 

COICOP 
Classification of Individual Consumption 
According to Purpose 

Consumer expenditure surveys; used in CPI, 
household budgets 

Level 4, For our STG, we propose level 3 

 
 

Phase 3: External Sector and Specialized Statistics (Lower Immediate Priority) 

Used for trade in services, education, and energy—prioritized after core systems are running. 

Classification Full Name Use/Application 

EBOPS 
Extended Balance of Payments 
Services 

Classification of services in balance of payments 

Level 5, For our STG, we propose level 1 

BEC Broad Economic Categories 

Trade classification by use—capital, intermediate, 
consumer goods 

Level 6, For our STG, we propose level 4 

 
National Implementation Tips 

• Start with ISIC and CPC as core classifications; align your business register and surveys first. 



• Ensure inter-agency coordination with customs, ministries of trade, education, labour, and 
finance. 

• Leverage international support from UNSD, IMF, World Bank, or regional bodies (like Afristat, 
ECA, AUC, AfDB, SADC…). 

• Use training and tools (e.g., Eurostat RAMON, UN classification manuals, regional workshops). 

• Maintain version control and consistent updating (e.g., we encourage the use of the latest 
version but a country can determine based on the national circumstance). 

• Set up governance (e.g., a Statistical Standards Committee) to oversee adoption and integration. 

• Implementation of classifications should consider alignment of latest standards as set out by 
relevant bodies 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Annex 2: Report on the work of Group 2 
 
Draft Action Plan 
 

Objective Actions Activities Responsible Deadline Deliverables 

Finalize the 

organization

al framework 

of the STG 12 

Establishme

nt of the 

Organizatio

n of STG 12 

Finalize the composition 

of the group (min. 25 

members) while ensuring 

regional and linguistic 

representation 

STATAFRIC 
June 30, 

2025 

List of 

members 

Establish the presidency, 

vice-champions, and the 

rapporteur 

Composition 

of the 

bureau 

Adopt the priority 

nomenclatures to be 

harmonized by STG 12 

List of 

adopted 

priority 

nomenclatur

es 

Harmonize 

statistical 

methodologi

es on 

classification

s across 

Africa and 

ensure 

alignment 

with 

international 

and 

continental 

frameworks 

Diagnosis 

of the state 

of 

classificatio

ns 

Conduct a questionnaire 

survey on the current 

status of the classifications 

used by the member 

countries to identify the 

main issues and areas for 

improvement 

UNECA, 

AFRISTAT, 

STATAFRIC 

Sept 30, 

2025 

Detailed 

diagnosic 

report 

Mapping of 

priority 

nomenclatur

es 



Study the specificities of 

the different existing 

classification types 

UNECA, 

AFRISTAT, 

STATAFRIC 

Dec 31, 

2025 
Study report 

Launch 

Regional 

Workshops 

Organize a continent-wide 

kick-off meeting (virtual or 

face-to-face, depending 

on the context) with 

representatives of 

member states, experts 

and partners. 

CUA/UNECA, 

AFRISTAT, 

STATAFRIC 

oct-25 

Reports 

Organize regional 

workshops to present the 

results of the diagnosis 

and prioritize needs by 

type of classification with 

states and partners 

nov-25 



Support 

capacity 

building and 

the 

implementati

on of a 

common 

framework 

for 

classification 

in Africa 

Develop a 

Capacity 

Building 

Plan based 

on the 

diagnostic 

and 

recommend

ation results 

Conduct a capacity needs 

assessment in relation to 

the use of harmonized 

classifications 

UNECA, 

AFRISTAT, 

STATAFRIC 

Mar 31, 

2026 

Training 

needs report 

Develop a training 

program tailored to 

different regions 

Regional 

training 

program 

Publish best practice 

guides and adaptation 

guides for international 

standards 

Guide for 

adapting 

international 

standards 

Deploy 

Training 

Programs 

and 

Practical 

Workshops 

Organize training sessions 

(in-person/remote), based 

on the training plan 

UNECA, 

AFRISTAT, 

STATAFRIC 

Starting 

April 2026 

and 

ongoing 

Training 

modules 



Develop digital tools and 

collaborative platforms for 

interactive sessions 

Ongoing 
Workshop 

reports 

Adapt and 

standardize 

nomenclatur

es to align 

with 

national, 

regional, and 

continental 

contexts, 

while 

considering 

specificities 

of local 

practices 

Developme

nt of AU 

classificatio

ns 

Develop draft AU 

Classifications 

STG 12/UNECA, 

AFRISTAT, 

STATAFRIC 

Jul 30, 

2026 

Draft AU 

Classification

s 

Manage and validate AU 

classification projects 

Oct 30, 

2026 

Validated 

nomenclatur

es 

Adopt and operationalize 

AU nomenclatures 

Dec 31, 

2026 

Adopted 

nomenclatur

es 

Monitor the 

implementati

on of SHaSA 

2 in member 

states, 

ensuring that 

common 

standards 

and methods 

are adopted 

and 

followed. 

Setting up a 

Monitoring 

and 

Communica

tion Portal 

Design and launch an 

Internet portal to provide 

real-time updates on 

progress in 

harmonization. 

UNECA, 

AFRISTAT/STAT

AFRIC 

Dec-31, 

2025 

Operational 

monitoring 

portal 



Enable the sharing of 

information and 

publication of progress 

reports on the activities of 

STG 12. 

Ongoing 

Reinforcem

ent of the 

Coordinatio

n and 

Monitoring 

Mechanisms 

Hold at least two in-

person meetings (aligned 

with regional events) and 

several virtual meetings 

per year. 
UNECA, 

AFRISTAT/STAT

AFRIC 

Througho

ut 2026 

Meeting 

minutes, 

follow-up 

reports 

Ensure coordination with 

other STG groups and 

relevant institutions. 



Advocacy 

and 

Awareness 

Campaign 

Launch a communication 

campaign (webinars, press 

releases, newsletters) to 

emphasize the importance 

of classification 

harmonization. 

UNECA, 

AFRISTAT/STAT

AFRIC/ 

COUNTRIES 

Sept 30, 

2025 

Publications, 

press kits 

Organize a high-level 

conference/workshop 

bringing together 

decision-makers, regional 

experts, and donors. 

Workshop 

reports 

Share Africa’s experience 

in classification at regional 

and international forums. 

UNECA, 

AFRISTAT/STAT

AFRIC 

Througho

ut 2026 

Meeting 

minutes; 

Mission 

reports 



Actively participate in 

regional and international 

initiatives on classification. 

Ongoing 

Meeting 

minutes; 

Mission 

reports 

 

Mid-term 

evaluation 

and 

adjustments 

Set up a monitoring and 

evaluation system 

(performance indicators, 

member state feedback, 

use of the portal) to 

measure the effectiveness 

of actions. 

UNECA, 

AFRISTAT/STAT

AFRIC 

july-

31,2025 

Follow-up 

evaluation 

document 

Conduct a mid-term 

evaluation to identify 

successes and adjust 

actions if necessary. 

Nov-

30,2025 
  



Finalization 

and Final 

Activity 

Report 

Draft a final report 

presenting the 

achievements, challenges 

encountered, lessons 

learned, and prospects for 

continuity (toward SHaSA 

3). 

Nov-

30,2026 

Final report, 

summary 

presentation 

to CoDGs 

Promote the 

use of new 

data sources 

and 

statistical 

tools by 

encouraging 

innovation in 

statistical 

systems 

across 

African 

countries.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Address 

emerging 

statistical 

challenges in 

Africa and 

propose 

practical, 

internationall

y compliant 

solutions. 

Support 

national 

initiatives in 

statistical 

innovation 

Implement tools for 

automatic coding 

UNECA, 

AFRISTAT/STAT

AFRIC & 

COUNTRIES 

Nov-

30,2026 

Tools to 

support the 

improvement 

of statistical 

production 
Support the establishment 

of statistical innovation 

laboratories 

Support the operation of 

a practitioner network on 

Big Data issues 

Creation of a 

network of 

practitioners 

on Big Data 

issues 

 


