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Concept note 
 
 

 
I. Background & Rationale 
 

The Second Strategy for the Harmonization of Statistics in Africa (SHaSA-2) highlights 

the need for harmonized and standardized definitions and concepts, as well as the 

adaptation of international statistical standards to Africa’s unique contexts and 

priorities. To achieve this, SHaSA-2 operates through eighteen (18) Specialized 

Technical Groups (STGs), including the Specialized Technical Group on 

Classification (STG12-Class). International statistical classifications form the 

foundation of statistical systems by enhancing data quality, relevance, and 

comparability across time, sectors, and countries. They make it possible to track 

global trends reliably and to integrate data across different fields through clearly 

defined and interconnected concepts. Continuous review and updating of these 

classifications are essential to ensure they remain relevant to real-world conditions 

and continue to support sound policymaking and evidence-based decision-making. 

 

For this purpose, the Specialized Technical Group on Classification (STG 12-Class) 

convened from 28 to 30 April 2025 in Libreville, Gabon. At the conclusion of the 
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meeting, participants adopted an Action Plan, which was subsequently refined 

during a continent-wide kick-off meeting involving representatives of Member States, 

experts, and partners. The revised Action Plan includes the organization of a regional 

training workshop on statistical classifications. While the Economic Commission for 

Africa (ECA) provides the secretariat for the Specialized Technical Group on 

Classification, AU-STATAFRIC coordinates all Specialized Technical Groups. At the 

global level, the Committee of Experts on International Statistical Classifications 

(UNCEISC, “the Committee”) serves as the central coordinating body for both 

ongoing and future work on international statistical classifications. UNCEISC plays a 

critical role in maintaining the coherence of the International Family of 

Classifications (IFC) and in promoting the adoption of best practices in the 

development of international statistical classifications. 

 

In this context, AU-STATAFRIC, UNCEISC, and ECA will jointly convene a Regional 

Training Workshop on International Statistical Classifications. This workshop will 

address specific questions that have arisen in implementation efforts in countries to 

provide conceptual guidance, in particular regarding recent revisions to the primary 

industry and product classifications, the International Standard Industrial 

Classification of All Economic Activities (ISIC Rev. 5) and the Central Product 

Classification (CPC Ver. 3.0).  Updates to other classifications such as the 

Classification of Individual Consumption According to Purpose (COICOP 2018), the 

Classification of the Functions of Government (COFOG) and the Standard 

International Energy Products Classification (SIEC) will also be reviewed.   
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II. Main Objectives 
 

This regional workshop aims to help participants acquire knowledge and skills to 

deepen their understanding of the principles and methodology on international 

classifications. Furthermore, it will address new developments, including visions for 

the modernization of classifications and statistical systems. Additionally, the 

workshop aims to create a platform that encourages participants to engage in peer 

learning and share country experiences in the development and implementation of 

classifications, the main challenges and successes encountered by countries, and 

new developments in this area.  

 
III. About the Workshop 

 
This workshop is jointly organized by AU-STATAFRIC, UNSD, and ECA. The 3-day, 

hybrid training workshop will be held from 5 to 7 May 2025, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

Simultaneous interpretation in French and English will be provided. 

 

IV. Participants 
 

The workshop is designed for mid-level statisticians from national statistical offices 

whose main responsibilities include the provision or compilation of data utilizing 

international, regional or national statistical classifications. The training workshop 

will bring together representatives from: 

- 40 AU Member States of (members of STG12-Class and those who filled the 

survey questionnaires – Angola, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cabo 

Verde, Cameroon, Chad, Comoros, Congo, Côte d'Ivoire, Democratic 



                                                                
 

4 
 

Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Gabon, 

Gambia, Ghana, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, 

Morocco, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, 

Seychelles, Somalia, South Africa, Sudan, Tanzania, Togo, Tunisia, and 

Zimbabwe  

- The 8 Regional Economic Communities – AMU, CEN-SAD, COMESA, EAC, 

ECCAS, ECOWAS, IGAD, SADC,  

- Pan-African organizations - AUC, AFRISTAT, AfDB, UNECA, and ACBF, 

- Multilateral and bilateral partners - Eurostat, OECD, and  

- International organizations - the United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD), 

and the World Trade Organization (WTO).    

 

 

V. Learning Outcomes 
 

By the end of the foundational workshop, participants will be able to:  

a) Describe the main concepts and best practices of classifications, and their 

important role for producing economic statistics 

b) Understand changes and developments in the recent updates to the primary 

industry and product classifications, ISIC Rev. 5 and CPC Ver 3.0, as well as 

other relevant classifications 

c) Recognize the challenges in implementing classification revisions across the 

statistical system 

d) Share national and regional experiences on classifications and gain insights 

into collaborating with NSO colleagues to enhance the country's 

classification and statistical systems 

e) Assess new developments and emerging topics in classifications 
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VI.  Contact  
 

For further information on the meeting, kindly contact Mr. Ali Yedan, ECA at 

yedan@un.org, Mr. Alexandre Ailloud, STATAFRIC at aillouda@africaunion.org, and 

Mr. Julian Chow, UNSD at chowj@un.org.   

 

mailto:yedan@un.org
mailto:aillouda@africaunion.org
mailto:chowj@un.org

