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International Family of Classifications



International Family of Classifications – Purpose

• Serves as the repository of international statistical classifications 
adopted by the United Nations Statistical Commission or other 
relevant intergovernmental bodies

• Maintained by the United Nations Committee of Experts on 
International Statistical Classifications

• A set of grading criteria and a review process was established for 
adding new member classifications



International Family of Classifications - Scope

• Covers broad statistical areas such as demographic and social 
statistics, economic statistics, environmental statistics, etc.

• Currently includes 143 classifications, such as: 

✓ International Classification of Activities for Time Use Statistics 2016

✓ International Standard Industrial Classification of All Economic Activities 

(ISIC) Revision 4

✓ Classification of Environmental Protection Activities 2000 (CEPA 2000)

✓ …



International Family of Classifications – Dissemination

• Available on UNSD website at 
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Family

• Searchable by statistical domain, name, and acronym

• Includes basic bibliographic information for each member 
classification, such as status, custodian, the year of its adoption, 
etc.

• Shows the relationship of a member classification to other 
classifications

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Family












International Family of Classifications – Next Steps

• Reorganize the statistical domains according to CSA Ver. 2.0

• Add quality indicator for each member classification

• Identifying ways and mechanisms to keep the list of classifications 
and their detailed information up-to-date

• Develop semantic web of classifications
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