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Background

• At the October 2022 UNCEISC meeting the Committee recommended the creation of a task team on best 

practice to review and update:

⁃ 1) the existing documents that provide guidance on the development of classifications i.e. Best Practice Guidelines for Developing 

International Statistical Classifications, Criteria to Become a Member of the International Family of Classifications, and Grading 

Criteria.

⁃ 2) the approval process of international classifications

• In October 2023 the CEISC then updated the original proposed terms of reference for the task team to 

review best practice, to cover issues with the International Family of Classifications (IFC), and the 

implementation of the CSA V2.0 in the IFC

• At the fifty-sixth session of the UNSC 2025, a terms of reference for the task team on best practices and 

the international family of classifications was approved

• The scope of work for the TT-BPaIFC is to determine a process and methodology for maintaining the 

IFG, review all documents and provide recommendations to the CEISC Bureau, and then the CEISC



Update and proposals
• UNSD has reviewed and updated the webpage for the IFC in accordance with CSA V2.0

• The TT-BPaIFC has not convened due to other priorities but needs membership re-affirmed 

• The Chair of the TT-BPaIFC has revisited the Best Practice Guidelines documentation with a view to produce 
a revised draft for the Task Team to consider and work from

• The initial drafting of a new Best Practice Guidelines has identified a need for a complete restructure and 
rewrite as many of the traditional principles are not as relevant as before

• The wider introduction of aggregated views, and analytical classifications requires a re-consideration of 
basic principles and the fundamental definition of ‘What is a statistical classification”

• Greater articulation on new methodologies needs to be incorporated including more guidance on metadata 
standards (e.g. codelists, data structure definitions),

• Ensuring metadata for machines to enable use of AI, and better search and discovery needs to be described

• Lastly convene the Task Team and reconsider the work and whether the Terms of Reference need revisiting
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