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Context – SHaSA-II
Adoption and Implementation of SHaSA-II

• The AU Executive Council adopts SHaSA-II as the Continental Strategy for 
the Development of Statistics in Africa for the next 10 years.

• Adoption includes: Action Plan, Financing Plan

• The Executive Council requests the AUC to:

• Coordinate with UNECA, AfDB, and other stakeholders on SHaSA-II 
implementation

• Report regularly to the Assembly on progress made

About SHaSA-II

• Developed to support implementation of Agenda 2063 and the SDGs

• Operationalized through 18 Specialized Technical Groups (STGs), Including STG12 on classification

• Each STG comprises: 25 African countries, African RECs, Pan-African Statistical Organizations

• STGs are vitalized to continue activities in their respective statistical areas

• Under the coordination of member countries

• With the responsibility of Pan-African Organizations



Context – STG 12-CLass
• STG 12 acknowledges the important role of UNSD in:

• Coordinating international work on statistical classifications

• Monitoring the implementation status of classifications in 
countries

• In Africa, AFRISTAT has developed two major classifications:
• NAEMA: Classification of activities of AFRISTAT Member States

• NOPEMA: Classification of products of AFRISTAT Member States

• Both are aligned with the International Standard Industrial 
Classification (ISIC)

• Challenges identified:
• Many African countries still use outdated or national 

classifications

• These may be inconsistent with international standards

• ECA serves as the Secretariat for STG 12



Title
Harmonize statistical methodologies 
across Africa
• Ensures consistency and comparability in 

data reporting at national, regional, and 
continental levels

Address emerging statistical issues 
in Africa
• Propose practical, internationally aligned 

solutions

Support Member States in the 
development and implementation of 
statistical classifications

Monitor SHaSA-II implementation 

across Member State

• Ensures adoption of common 
standards and methods

Objectives of STG 12

Adapt international statistical 

standards to the African context.
• Takes into account local realities and 

priorities

Promote innovation in statistical 

systems
• Encourage use of new data sources 

and statistical tool



Mandate and Rules of Operations of STG12-Class

The STG12 mandate is to prepare and implement action 
plans for statistical harmonization, develop and/or adopt 
international standards and methodological guidelines for 
statistical harmonization concerning classification for the 
African context and realities. 

More specifically, 

• Providing regular updates, Leading harmonization, 
Promoting, Advocating and raising awareness for the 
importance  

• Assessing the needs for capacity building, Facilitating 
collaboration and coordination, Exploring opportunities 
to integrate existing classification. 

• Contributing to the development of international 
classification at the global level to ensure Africa’s 
suggestions and concerns are considered and 
incorporated.

Mandate

Rules of Operations 
• ECA, with the support of the AU-STATAFRIC 

and other partners, ensures the Group 
Secretariat. 

• The Secretariat prepares technical 
documents and organizes meetings. 

• The STG 12 Member States, as all STGs, 
elected a bureau of 5 Members.

• At least two meetings per year. 

• STG12 will coordinate and synchronize its 
activities with those of similar groups. 

25 Member States

Pan-African Org.

International Org.

Members of 
STG12-Class
Members of 
STG12-Class



First hybrid Meeting
➢28 to 30 April 2025 in Libreville, Gabon.

➢Attended

• STG-Class members: 
• Representatives of AU Member States 

(16), 

• AU Regional Economic Communities: EAC, 
ECCAS, SADC. 

• Pan-African and Regional Organisations: 
AU-STATAFRIC, UNECA, IMF-AFRITAC 
(Centre) and AFRISTAT. 

• International Partners: 
• OECD, UNSD, WTO, EU/Pan-African

Statistics Programme II (PAS II). 

Main activities:

• Overview of NAEMA and NOPEMA by 
AFRISTAT

• Presentation of new developments and 
challenges in international statistical 
classification, by OECD, UNSD, WTO, IMF 
AFRITAC

• Countries and RECs experience sharing on 
statistical classification

• Election of the STG12-Class bureau

• Breakout session on action plans and a list of 
classification

Priority Implementation Roadmap for Statistical 
Classifications

• High Priority: ISIC, CPC, HS, COFOG, ISCO

• Medium Priority: COICOP

• Lower Immediate Priority: ISCED, EBOPS, BEC



Action Plan
• April 2025 to December 2026

• Divided into Objectives, Actions, Activities, Responsibilities, Deadlines, and Deliverables

• Diagnosis of the state of classifications

• Launch Regional Workshops

• Develop a Capacity Building Plan based on the 

diagnostic and recommendation results

• Deploy Training Programs and Practical 

Workshops

• Setting up a Monitoring and Communication 

Portal

• Reinforcement of the Coordination and 
Monitoring Mechanisms

• Advocacy and Awareness Campaign

• Mid-term evaluation and adjustments

• Finalization and Final Activity Report

• Support national initiatives in statistical 
innovation

Actions & Activities



THANK YOU!

Ali Yedan
yedan@un.org 

mailto:yedan@un.org
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