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Introduction and Objectives

• 28 of the 33 countries surveyed responded (85%)

• Purpose:

– Diagnose the status of adoption of international classifications.

– Evaluate which versions (e.g., ISIC Rev.4 or Rev.5) are in use.

– Identify national adaptations.

– Determine whether countries have developed their own versions 

or adaptations of international classifications and how they apply 

them.



Objectives

• Assess challenges and needs: Gather information on 

implementation difficulties and technical support required.

• Strengthen regional/international cooperation: Facilitate 

exchange of best practices and promote greater data 

comparability at the international level.

• Inform training and technical assistance plans: Identify areas 

where countries need capacity building or support for better 

implementation.



ISIC - CPC

¿Which versión do you use?
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ISIC: Issues in Adoption / Adaptation

a. Interpretation and translation problems

• Difficulties with the official Spanish translation, especially explanatory 

notes.

• Ambiguities in specific classes (e.g., natural gas liquefaction in class 

0910).

• Unfamiliar or unsuitable terminology for national contexts.

b. Technical adaptation challenges

• Need for greater detail to reflect national activities.

• Difficult-to-classify borderline activities (e.g., agroindustry, 

cryptocurrencies, ghost kitchens, digital content creators).

• Lack of alphabetical and numerical indexes as in previous versions.



ISIC: Issues in Adoption / Adaptation

c. Lack of resources and institutional support

• No dedicated budget for adaptation.

• Excessive workload on technical staff.

• Lack of implementation guides and UN criteria.

• Little or no response to technical inquiries.

d. Operational and interoperability challenges

• Resistance from users of previous versions.

• Lack of interoperability with administrative records.

• Data inconsistencies between sources using different versions (e.g., 

Rev.3.1 vs. Rev.4).

• Top-down methods difficult to apply (especially in trade).



ISIC: Issues in Adoption / Adaptation

e. Legal and institutional coordination requirements

• Legal requirements to formalize adaptations (e.g., decrees).

• Long timelines due to legal procedures and coordination with legal 

departments.

 This shows the urgent need to strengthen technical and institutional 

management capacities, and to improve international coordination for 

coherent and efficient ISIC implementation.

f. Difficulties with emerging activities

• Many countries struggle to classify new or inadequately covered economic 

activities, such as:

– Cryptocurrency-related activities.

– Digital platforms and mobile apps.

– Ghost kitchens and food delivery services.

– Digital content creators (YouTubers, streamers, etc.).

– Webcam models and adult content economy.

– Transportation platforms without their own fleets.



ISIC: Issues in Adoption / Adaptation

g. Specific methodological issues

• Difficulties applying top-down methods, especially in trade.

• Loss of historical data during version transitions due to coding changes.

• Lack of clear criteria for hybrid activities (e.g., printing and manufacturing 

combined).

h. Differences between data sources

• Gap between official statistical classification and those used by administrative 

entities.

• Simultaneous use of multiple ISIC versions.

• Compatibility issues requiring correspondence tables

• Low prioritization by administrative data sources, leading to errors.

h



ISIC: Problems During Implementation

4 countries reported no problems applying the new ISIC version.

1. Implementation and transition issues

• Simultaneous use of multiple versions.

• Weak institutional coordination (e.g., with tax authorities).

• Limited training and communication.

• Lack of technical understanding of the new classifier.

2. Reconstructing time series

• Breaks in statistical continuity due to reclassifications.

• Technical adjustments needed for correspondence tables.

3. Activity coding issues

• Difficulty classifying emerging tech and fintech activities.

• Complex reclassification (merged, split, or redefined activities).

• Problems at class level, especially in agribusiness and services.

h



ISIC: Problems During Implementation

4. Information systems issues

• Technological delays in updating systems.

• Limited automation for recoding and processing.

5. National adaptation challenges

• Conceptual mismatches between international definitions and national 

needs.

• Different survey requirements (e.g., household surveys needing simpler 

detail).

• Partial adoption dependent on base-year updates.

6. Other challenges

• Insufficient staff and budget.

• Limited international support and unclear UN guidelines.



CPC: Issues in Adoption / Adaptation

1. Cross-cutting issues

• Lack of an official Spanish version:

This is the most frequent and significant barrier.

It causes delays in understanding, interpretation, and adoption.

It increases the likelihood of ambiguities, coding errors, and loss of 

accuracy.

• Complex or insufficient explanatory notes:

Some are not publicly available (such as those of the Harmonized 

System).

Others are highly technical, outdated, or missing altogether, making it 

difficult to interpret specific categories.

In cases such as pharmaceutical products, assistance from sectoral 

experts was required.

• Lack of interoperability and harmonization with other classifiers:

Incompatibilities with ISIC, the Harmonized System, and other 

frameworks.

This hinders cross-referencing and creates duplicated work.



CPC: Issues in Adoption / Adaptation

2. Technical and operational issues

• Limitations in human resources, time, and budget:

Countries report a lack of specialized technicians, budget constraints, and 

limited institutional time.

In some cases, there are no consolidated technical units.

Procurement processes for licenses (such as access to the HS) are slow.

• Difficulties with the level of disaggregation:

Challenges in aligning source data with the detailed levels of the CPC.

Products that are too generic or overly broad do not fit national realities.

• Impact on existing systems:

Adapting tools, statistical systems, and catalogues takes years.

It requires updating manuals and internal processes.

• Inadequate access formats:

The CPC in PDF format is not functional for easy data processing.

An editable and structured version is required.



CPC: Issues in Adoption / Adaptation

• 3. Institutional issues

• Limited institutional support or weak coordination:

Lack of internal momentum or clear leadership for implementation.

Limited guidance from regional or international organizations.

• Absence of an updated national adaptation:

Some countries have not yet started the process or are waiting for 

the CPC version 3.0.

Others have preliminary versions, but they are not official or up to 

date.



CPC: Issues During Implementation

2 countries reported no issues.

• Clear identification of technical and operational issues:

Difficulties with the disaggregation of industrial products.

Problems with product specificity (salt, laminated products).

Challenges with new or emerging products (biodegradable, digital, 

informal).

• Mention of institutional and resource-related aspects:

Lack of staff and budget for adaptation.

Limited time for technical review.

Work overload and prioritization of other tasks.

• Acknowledgment of methodological and technological limitations:

Absence of an official Spanish version.

Delays in updating information systems.

Dependence on the Harmonized System (HS), which has restricted 

access.

•.



Do you use the original ISIC/CPC aggregation structure, 

or has it been adapted to national needs?"

Adaptations

Original 
Structure

16 countries make adaptations; 11 keep the 

original structure.

Class 4

Division 2

Subclass 8

At what level does the ISIC 
structure

At what level does the CCP structure 

maintain itself (9 responses)

Subclass is the most commonly used and adapted level (7 

countries).

INEC (Ecuador): CPC adapted up to subclass (9 digits), with 

national extensions.

Colombia: CPC maintains 5 levels + an additional level (7 

digits); aligned with ISIC.



Classification of Individual 

Consumption According to Purpose

Classification of Individual Consumption According to Purpose, COICOP (23 

responses, 7 with no issues)

1. Structure and breakdown:

The greater level of detail in the 2018 version (subclasses) makes data collection and 

processing more difficult.

Some national surveys do not have the required level of detail to cover the new 

structure.

2. Translation and understanding:

The absence of an official Spanish version delayed adoption and led to possible 

interpretation errors.

Ambiguous or technically complex terms (e.g., medicines, insurance, health services) 

required specialized guidance.

3. Correspondence with previous versions and other classifications:

Lack of clear and functional correspondence tables (e.g., between COICOP 1999 and 

2018).

Difficulties in maintaining historical comparability of time series.



COICOP Cont.

4. National adaptation:

Need to modify or add categories to reflect local consumption patterns (e.g., mobile 

telephony, prepaid services).

Some categories do not adequately capture mixed or multi-purpose consumption.

5. Technical and operational implementation:

Requires updating data collection systems and methodologies (such as household 

income and expenditure surveys).

Intensive training for technical staff.

High costs and workload related to translation, adaptation, and implementation.

6. Specific classification issues:

Ambiguity in distinguishing between:

• Restaurants vs. prepared meals.

• Minor vs. major housing repairs.

• Large vs. small household appliances.

• Household goods vs. personal goods.



International Support
All countries find international support useful (27 responses):

• Specialized technical assistance, methodological guides, manuals, 

training.

• Translation of official documents into Spanish and Portuguese.

• Organization of workshops and experience sharing.

• Technical assistance for adopting new classifier versions.

• Financial and technological resources, management tools.

• Communication channels with UN and ILO custodians.

• Regional training and “train the trainers” initiatives.

.



Financing

• One of the most critical findings is that none of the 

countries have a specific budget for the adaptation 

and adoption of international classifications.

This represents a serious obstacle to the effective and 

sustainable implementation of these systems, since:

• There is a strong dependence on international 

cooperation.

• Medium- and long-term investments cannot be 

planned.

• Institutional autonomy to update methodologies is 

reduced.



Conclusions and Recommendations

1. Regional consensus on the usefulness of ISIC Rev.4 and 

CPC Ver.2.0.

2. International cooperation should focus not only on 

technical assistance but also on knowledge networks.

3. Countries should allocate specific budgets for 

classification tasks.

4. Creating or strengthening methodology and 

classification units should be a priority.

5. A joint regional agenda is recommended to harmonize 

efforts and share resources



Outcome of workshop 

• RTC Statistical Classifications 

Community – Latin America & 

Caribbean

• A new cooperation community is being created among National 

Statistical Offices to support the adaptation, adoption, and training of 

international statistical classifications. Chile and Colombia will lead the 

initiative, promoting experience sharing, best practices, technical 

guidance, and joint development of correspondence tables and 

guidelines. The community will serve as a central hub and 

communication platform, fostering a collaborative and sustainable 

approach to statistical classifications across the region.
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