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Importance considerations - ISIC and CPC

• Classifications are used for more purposes than just statistics, especially 
industrial classifications. 

• Who are the users of ISIC?

• How do the classifications link?
The identification of a new activity/industry has the impact of needing to identify the 
products they may produce i.e. ISIC and CPC affected 



Progress to Date – Status of ISIC

• Release of the final ISIC, Rev. 4 – ISIC, Rev. 5 correspondence 
table on the UNSD website 

• Alternative aggregation developed
• Two alternative aggregations for SNA data reporting
• Alternative aggregation for data reporting on the informal 

sector
• Alternative aggregation for data reporting on the non-profit 

institutions sector



Progress to Date – Status of ISIC

Next steps
• Pre-edit version of ISIC Rev.5 (include preface, introductory text, 

structure, explanatory notes, alternative structures and 
references) to be completed by December 2025

• ISIC Rev.5 in a searchable and interactive format on UNSD 
website

• Development of correspondence table with CPC Ver. 3.0 and 
NACE 2.1

• Development of alphabetical index



Alternate aggregations
• Any statistical classification reflects compromises between a number of theoretical 

principles and practical considerations. 

• Thus, not all needs for aggregated data will be equally well served by simple 
aggregation within the existing structure of ISIC. 

• To meet specialized needs ISIC, Rev.5 is supplemented by several alternative 
aggregations. 

• Each alternative aggregation is intended to serve the needs of a group of users in 
terms of standard tabulation that are essentially user-defined and internationally 
recognized.



Alternate aggregations
Work to date: 

• Two alternative aggregations for SNA data reporting
• High-level SNA/ISIC aggregation
• Intermediate SNA/ISIC aggregation

• Alternative aggregation for reporting on the informal sector

• Alternative aggregation for reporting on the non-profit institutions sector



Alternate aggregations - SNA
• The alternative aggregations for SNA data reporting represent an aggregation of the 

whole ISIC into a smaller number of categories that are suitable for analysis within 
the SNA framework.

• High-level SNA/ISIC aggregation
10 aggregations
Example: 1 = Section A, 2 = Section B,C,D and E

• Intermediate SNA/ISIC aggregation
38 aggregations
Example: 1 = Divisions 01 to 03, 2 = Divisions 05 to 09



Alternate aggregations – Informal Sector

• The alternative aggregation for data reporting on the informal sector represents an 
aggregation of activities into groupings that are more suitable for analysis of the 
informal sector

• At the highest aggregate level proposed the informal sector consists of 11 categories

• This alternative aggregation is intended only as a tool for a standardized way of 
presenting data on informal sector activities. 

• It does not intend to define the informal sector through ISIC.



Alternate aggregations – Non-profit institutions 
sector
• Groups together activities that are important for analysis of the non-profit 

institutions sector. 

• Does not represent a definition of the non-profit institutions sector. 

• The aggregation then provides additional detail, beyond that available in ISIC, that 
may be of interest in analyzing the non-profit institutions sector.

▪ Alternative structure for ISIC, Rev.5 
▪ group 889 (Other social work activities without accommodation)
▪ group 949 (Activities of other membership organizations)



Alternate aggregations –
Non-profit institutions 
sector



Alternate aggregations
• In principle, the list of annexes is open-ended, and the Statistical Commission may, 

in the future, request that additional annexes be prepared and issued to respond to 
evolving user needs. 

• Any such new alternative aggregations will be made available on the Classifications 
website of the United Nations Statistics Division.



Progress to Date – Status of CPC
• The introduction and explanatory notes of CPC Ver. 3.0 were approved by the UNSC 

at the 56th session on 4-7 March 2025

• The two components were subsequently finalized (with minor updated) and posted 
on UNSD website



Progress
• CPC Ver. 3.0 as a UN publication: 

The draft is currently undergoing error-correction editing process, the pre-edit 
version is estimated to be completed by March 2026

• CPC Ver. 3.0 in a searchable and interactive format on UNSD website: (estimated by 
February 2026)

• Correspondence table between CPC Ver. 3.0 and HS 2022: 

• Other correspondence tables (CPC Ver. 3.0 to CPC Ver. 2.1 and to ISIC, Rev. 5): work 
in progress 



Progress
• CPC Ver. 3.0 expansions: planned (FAO)

• Support for the implementation of CPC Ver. 3.0:
UNSD received a limited number of inquiries thus far concerning substantive 
issues in CPC Ver. 3.0
Combined research agenda for ISIC and CPC
Case laws for CPC



Classification 
Review and 
Maintenance

• Maintenance – STT ISIC and CPC in conjunction with 
UNSD answering queries, producing case law and 
correspondences

• Reviews - Strategy paper that describes the 
recommended revision cycles for ISIC and CPC, 
including recommendations on the procedures, 
stages and milestones for implementing a regular 
revision cycle.

• Suggestions on the technical aspect of managing 
future updates of ISIC and CPC

• Note: The review strategy may be impacted by the 
suggestion to create the Task Team for Updates of 
Macroeconomic and Environmental Accounts and its 
role coordinating reviews



Maintenance
• ISIC, Rev. 5 and CPC Ver. 3.0 cannot provide guidance on the treatment of all 

activities and products in an exhaustive manner

For example, some queries so far

• Treatment of nuclear fuel – issue is it isn’t a one stage process

• Webcam industry and stream content – actors, studios, agents, payment systems 
etc

• Own account purchase and sale of real estate – what industry and is something 
being produced (construction or trade margin or is it holding gains) – maybe 
question for National Accountants 



Maintenance
There is a need for a centralized repository of knowledge, so that inquiries from 
different ISIC and CPC users can be answered in a consistent and prompt manner
Existing Functionalities
• UNSD case law center, called “UNSD Classifications Registry”, supports live 

dissemination of information concerning ISIC, CPC, and other UNSD classifications
• UNSD Classifications Registry 

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Econ/Registry

Plan
• Upgrade: Current application is being upgraded in terms of IT infrastructure and 

content (by February 2026)
• Dissemination: STT-ISIC-CPC decisions on topics from the ISIC/CPC research 

agenda will be recorded in the case law center and published on UNSD website

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Econ/Registry


Maintenance



Maintenance



Maintenance



Maintenance

Proposed workflow

• UNSD: post items on research agenda and new inquiries individually on an 
internal forum

• Chair of STT and volunteers: review the issue and leave comments and 
suggestions

• UNSD and Chair of STT: consolidate received comments, evaluate status of 
discussion, and decide on the next step

• UNSD: maintain a registry of decisions and disseminate them
• STT: receive updates from UNSD and Chair of STT, review the status, and 

evaluate the impact on ISIC and CPC



Maintenance

Discussion Forum
Currently Under 
UNSD Internal 
Testing



Modernisation 
of 
dissemination

• Guidance to UNSD on modernized methods to 
disseminate ISIC and CPC, including the use of 
new technologies such as semantic web, open 
linked data, or other modern classifications 
platforms.

• Also ties in with - Alternative aggregations and 
outputs – should more aggregations be made 
official?



ISIC and CPC 
Research 
Agenda

Topics
• Concepts and alignment including SNA
• Climate change and environmental 

content
• New technology
• Alignment to other frameworks



Concepts

• Review overall scope (boundary), principles and 
rules of both ISIC and CPC

• The conceptual alignment with each other, in 
addition to the need for alignment with 2025 
SNA



Concepts

• Review distinction of goods vs. services (following up on the “clarification” of the 
updated definition of services in 2025 SNA), especially on the “knowledge-
capturing” services, “digital products”, and on energy products.

• How should CPC treat the services that facilitate the exchange of non-produced 
non-financial assets (examples include: natural resources; contracts, leases and 
licenses; goodwill and marketing assets)?



Concepts

• Should recommendations about which statistical unit should be classified be 
modified? E.g. enterprises (ISIC)

• Should ISIC identify other forms of units that the classification can be applied? 
(ISIC)

• Should we use term independent e.g. independent actor? What does it mean? (ISIC 
and CPC)



Concepts

• Updated definition and terminology of manufacturing activities for FGPs, What 
impact do these unit have? Should FGPs be separated from other manufacturing 
classes? Should manufacturing service on goods owned by others change (88)? 
(ISIC and CPC))

• Review CPC division 62 (Retail trade services)? For example, should 62187 
Nonspecialized store retail trade services, not on a fee or contract basis, of mining, 
construction and civil engineering machinery and equipment) continue to exist? 
(CPC)

• Where in the classification should pharmacy activities/community pharmacy 
activities reside?(ISIC)



Climate 
change and 
environmental 
content

• Explore other options to give prominence to the 
activities and units that have a significant 
impact on the environment.

• Consider recent developments in 
environmental-economic accounting and 
environment statistics and improve alignment 

• Consider the conceptual alignment in addition 
to the need for alignment with 2025 SNA



Climate change and environmental content

Consider recent developments in environmental-economic accounting and environment 
statistics and improve alignment e.g. recent developments in SEEA and Classification of 
Environmental Purposes (CEP) (e.g. is a breakdown of electricity by source in CPC required? 
Treatment of energy products) (ISIC and CPC)

• Waste is in various discrete places at lower levels of CPC and definitions of these categories 
are largely based on HS. Does this treatment of waste need a review? (CPC)

• How should by-products be treated in CPC? Define by-product.

• Treatment of renewable energy related activities and products 



Climate change and environmental content

Topics that were discussed before, but not resolved in the CPC review:

• Services related to climate change mitigation are (largely) missing in CPC structure.

• The location of “classic” environmental services in CPC division 94 does not mirror 
the location in ISIC.

• There is no alignment between CPC and the Classification of Environmental 
Activities (CEA) classifications. Is the alignment required?



New Technology
Impact of the new technologies on ISIC and CPC. 

• Consider options to revise ISIC and CPC accordingly e.g Fintech, Agritech and 
Automation/AI

• Treatment of NFT and marketing assets and associated services? 

• Should the treatment activities and services related to the “production” and trading 
activities associated with crypto assets approved for ISIC rev 5 be reassessed? And 
how? (ISIC and CPC)



Coherence with Other Classifications
Alignment or just have correspondence?

• Should ISIC and CPC align with ISCO? 

• How should ISIC and CPC improve alignment with the 2009 UNESCO Framework for 
Cultural Statistics 

• Any others? E.g. better alignment with Trade?



Correspondence
• CPC ver 2.1 to CPC ver 3.0

• CPC to HS 2022

• ISIC rev 5 to CPC ver 3.0

• CPC ver. 3.0 expansions for agricultural products (and on energy products)

Question: What support do we provide to variations? e.g. FAO extended CPC



Issues Arising from the Case-law
Cases received from stakeholders where the current framework of ISIC and CPC does 
not provide a satisfactory solution on the classification interpretation. Examples: 

• Large scale batteries and related services 

• Purchase and sale of IP on own account in ISIC

• Pharmaceutical activities and community pharmacy activities in ISIC



Questions?

Any volunteers? Topics we missed?
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