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On 4 November 2025, the Economic Commission of the 43rd UNESCO General 
Conference 

• Acknowledged the ISCED Review Panel recommendations concerning amendments 
to ISCED-P and ISCED-A 2011, and a comprehensive revision of ISCED-F; and  

• […] Invited the Director-General: 
o (a) to convene the technical task forces to develop proposals addressing the key 

areas identified for the enhancement or revision of ISCED-P (2011) and ISCED-F 
(2013);

o (b) to present the revised ISCED frameworks, incorporating the outputs of the 
technical task forces, to the General Conference for adoption at its 44th session.

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000394341
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ISCED revision: process

• ISCED governance
o ISCED 2011 Manual recommendation: “an ISCED Committee should be formed in order to advise UIS regarding the classification of 

national programmes and qualifications, to review the current version of ISCED and to identify potential areas for further 
development, although ISCED revisions are not expected to be within its remit […]”. 

• In June 2023, the UIS established an ISCED Review Panel - composed of 16 experts, including UNCEISC -
to review the current version of ISCED 2011 and ISCED Fields of Education and Training 2013.

• The ISCED Review Panel work spanned Sept. 2023 to Oct. 2024 with the following mandate: 
o Analyse UIS working documents, including a compilation of issues over the last 10 years of implementation of ISCED 2011 and 

ISCED-F 2013. 

o Review the current version of the classifications and provide recommendations, especially if addressing issues identified during
the review requires a revision or not of the classifications. 

• Sept. 2024: A report detailing the items to be considered for the amendment of ISCED 2011 and 
comprehensive revision of ISCED-F 2013 has been agreed (ISCED Review Panel recommendations ).

• Aknowledgments
o SDG 4 Education Data and Statistics Commission (Feb. 2025) 

o Education Commission of the 43rd session of UNESCO General Conference (Nov. 2025)

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000394341
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ISCED revision: major topics considered for amendment/revision

1. Improve the classification of ECEC programmes in ISCED 2011 (ISCED 0)
o Classification of early childhood educational development (ECED) programmes as formal and non-formal or informal 

o Classification of early childhood education (ECE) programmes: distinction between ISCED 01 and ISCED 02 

2. Define work-based learning for ISCED levels 2 to 5
o Incorporate in ISCED the definitions of work-based learning (WBL). 

o Provide sufficient clarity for classifying  WBL programmes, particularly when they span the boundaries between formal, non-
formal and informal education. 

3. Define professional and academic programmes for ISCED levels 6 to 8
o Provide explicit definitions for professional and academic programmes, as a coding digit already exists to differentiate 

between these programme types. 

4. Revise completely ISCED-F classification

5. Reviewing the boundaries of ISCED education levels to improve classification consistency
o Review classification challenges at the boundaries between ISCED levels 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7, particularly for long first-degree and 

short post-secondary programmes. 

o Refine criteria for distinguishing education programmes with overlapping characteristics.
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ISCED Task Forces: membership and governance 

• Each Task Force will comprise: 
o Experts from national statistical offices and ministries of education, with a balanced representation across 

UNESCO regions and education systems. 

o Relevant international organisations/partners (e.g. UNESCO, OECD, Eurostat). 

o Experts in education policy, programmes design, data systems, and classifications (e.g. UNCEISC, European 
Training Foundation). 

• The UIS will coordinate the Task Force and act as secretariat, providing technical and 
administrative support throughout its work. 
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ISCED revision: next steps

Implementation of Recommendations (2026-2027)

• 2025-2026 (Q1):
o Establish and launch Task Forces
o Review existing practices
o Develop draft classification criteria

• 2026-2027 (Q2):
o UIS review of Task Force proposals
o Finalize guidelines and deliverables following Member State consultations and testing

• Mid-2027 (Q4):
o Present amended ISCED 2011 and revised ISCED-F 2013 to the 44th UNESCO GC for review and adoption 
o Finalize revised classifications reflecting feedback from the 44th UNESCO GC

Country-level implementation (2027 (Q4) +)

o Present the revised classifications to UNCEISC and UN Statistics Commission for endorsement

o Publish updated manuals and guidelines

o Conduct capacity-development and training for implementation at the national level



Learn more:
uis.unesco.org

uis.unesco.org

@UNESCOstat

@UNESCOstat

databrowser.uis.unesco.org

databrowser.uis.unesco.org

https://uis.unesco.org/
https://x.com/UNESCOstat
https://databrowser.uis.unesco.org/
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