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Recommendation for ICP

Recommendation: The International Classification of Dying Places (ICP) is a new classification 

prepared after extensive global consultation to fill a gap in health and mortality statistics particularly in 

relation to end of life and palliative care. The classification meets the requirements for international 

statistical classification best practice and the requirements for approval as a member of the International 

Family of Classifications.

ICP is therefore recommended for approval by the CEISC as an international standard. It is also 

recommended that the classification is recommended for endorsement by the UN Statistical Commission.



Reasons for recommendation
• Has a custodian – currently the EOLinPlace project led out of the University of Coimbra, Portugal

• Has a clearly defined and scope, use and concepts as the International Classification of Dying 
Places (ICP) provides a standardized approach to classify statistical data on dying places. ICP is 
designed to classify preferences for places of end-of-life care and death. 

• The concept of ‘dying places’ comprises both the places where people die, and the places where 
people are cared for at the end of their life e.g. hospitals, hospices, places of residence, 
communities, place of death. The classification covers places that precede death and where 
death happens regardless of geographic location.

• It has a logical, sequential and exhaustive 3-level code structure.

• Maintenance and implementation plans are in development.
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