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▪ Background on CSA update

▪ Summary of the global consultation in 2025

▪ Resources

▪ Next step

Outline of Presentation
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▪ The Classification of Statistical Activities (CSA) is an 

analytical classification that can be used to classify 

statistical activities (such as data collection, processing, 

dissemination, capacity development, statistical events, 

working groups, etc.)

▪ CSA can be used as a reference leading to better 

harmonization in structuring information about activities of 

statistical organizations, dissemination websites, 

publications, etc.

▪ UNSD is the current custodian of CSA

Background
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▪ The update of the CSA to Version 2.1 was mandated 

by the Statistical Commission at its 56th session in 

March 2025. 

▪ The update process was carried out by the Bureau of 

the UN Committee of Experts on International 

Statistical Classification in close collaboration with 

the Expert Group on Food Security and Nutrition 

Statistics. 

Background
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▪ Latest version of CSA Ver. 2.1 was developed by 

UNSD in response to user requests for a more 

prominent place in its structure for food security and 

nutrition

▪ The proposal for change was jointly prepared by the 

Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO), United 

Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), and World Health 

Organization (WHO) 

Background
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▪ A new statistical activity 511 “Food security and nutrition” 

was created at the second level in CSA 2.1, consisting of 

two lower categories at the third level – 51101 (Food 

availability and access) and 51102 (Diets and nutrition). 

▪ The explanatory note on 20301 (Agriculture, forestry and 

fishing) was updated to exclude food security and nutrition 

from the statistical activity of agriculture, forestry and 

fishing. 

Summary of proposed changes
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▪ This latest version of CSA Ver. 2.1 is a limited update, 

and the scope of change is confined to stand-alone 

categories under 511 - Food security and nutrition

▪ The consultation was conducted from April to May 

2025

▪ All National Statistics Offices were invited

Global Consultation – Process
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▪ A total of 82 responses from 69 countries and 9 

international organizations

▪ Over 90% of respondents approved the draft CSA Ver. 

2.1 manual

▪ Over 96% of respondents agreed with the proposed 

changes from CSA Ver. 2.0 to CSA Ver. 2.1

Global Consultation – Outcome
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▪ Approximately 47.6% of respondents indicated that 

their office has either used or evaluated CSA in their 

work programme

▪ Over 52% of respondents indicated that their office 

has plans to adopt CSA in their future work

▪ The UNSD website of the International Family of 

Classifications is organized according to CSA
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Family/ListByDom

ain 

Global Consultation – Use of CSA

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Family/ListByDomain
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Family/ListByDomain
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▪ General agreement with the changes
511 – Food Security and Nutrition: The introduction of statistical 
activity 511 on “Food Security and Nutrition” is highly relevant and 
timely

▪ Following the global consultation, the explanatory note for 
the newly created statistical activities on food security and 
nutrition and its sub-category was subsequently updated to 
improve its clarity, incorporating feedback received on 
these categories. 

Global Consultation – Key Comments and and 

follow-up  
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Update Explanatory Note on Statistical Activity: Food Security 

and Nutrition
Code Title Coverage Exclusions

511 Food Security and 

Nutrition 

Covers statistical activities on the state and changes 

of food security, diets, and nutrition at the individual-, 

household-, community and population-levels. It 

includes the different elements of food security and 

nutrition statistics such as data on food and nutrient 

availability, physical and economic access to food, 

diets, and nutritional status.

Excludes: • Agriculture, 

forestry and fishing 

(20301) 

5111 Food availability 

and access 

Covers statistical activities related to food availability 

and access. Includes statistics such as food and 

nutrient availability, physical and economic access to 

food and healthy diets, and the socio-cultural 

determinants of food access.

Excludes: • Agriculture, 

forestry and fishing 

(20301) 

• Diets and Nutrition 

(5112) 

5112 Diets and nutrition Covers statistical activities related to diets, nutrient 

intakes, and nutrition outcomes. Includes statistics 

such as food and nutrient intakes, dietary energy 

balance, nutrient adequacy, dietary diversity and 

nutritional status.

Excludes: • Agriculture, 

forestry and fishing 

(20301) 

• Food availability and 

access (5111) 
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▪ Comments outside the Food Security and Nutrition 

domains were also were received, for example:
▪ On CSA structure: 

- 506 Climate change to be placed in the Environment Domain; 

- Environmental impacts of tourism to be moved from 305 to 

20105, .

▪ On CSA explanatory notes
- Technical term of “economically active population”  is 

outdated; 

- “forest fire” be mentioned in 304 Hazardous Events and Natural 

Disasters, etc.

Global Consultation – Other Comments
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▪ Since the update of CSA to Ver. 2.1 is limited to the 

inclusion of a new statistical domain on food security 

and nutrition, structural comments outside this 

domain will not be considered for this round but will 

be documented as research agenda for future CSA 

revision

Global Consultation – Other Comments
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Resources

▪ Draft Classification of Statistical Activities, Version 2.1 (CSA Ver. 2.1)

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Meetings/UNCEISC2025/Day2

_BD_Session6a_Draft_CSA_2.1.pdf  

▪ Summary of the Global Consultation on CSA Ver. 2.1 in 2025:

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Meetings/UNCEISC2025/Day2

_BD_Session6c_CSA_global_consultation.pdf  

▪ Approval Process for CSA Ver. 2.1:

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Meetings/UNCEISC2025/Day2

_BD_Session6b_CSA_Approval.pdf

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Meetings/UNCEISC2025/Day2_BD_Session6a_Draft_CSA_2.1.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Meetings/UNCEISC2025/Day2_BD_Session6a_Draft_CSA_2.1.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Meetings/UNCEISC2025/Day2_BD_Session6c_CSA_global_consultation.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Meetings/UNCEISC2025/Day2_BD_Session6c_CSA_global_consultation.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Meetings/UNCEISC2025/Day2_BD_Session6b_CSA_Approval.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Meetings/UNCEISC2025/Day2_BD_Session6b_CSA_Approval.pdf
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▪ The Committee is invited to approve CSA Ver. 2.1, 

recommend it to be sent to UN Statistical 

Commission in March 2026 for endorsement

▪ The Bureau of the Committee to finalize the editorial 

updates of CSA to Ver. 2.1, pending on comments 

received from the Committee members.  

Next step



Thank you!
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