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Summary of Day 1 discussion



Opening remarks from Shantanu Mukherjee, UNSD Acting Director 

• Emphasized the importance of international statistical classifications in ensuring consistency and 
standardization across statistical systems, referencing Principle 9 of the UN Fundamental Principles of 
Official Statistics. 

• Commended the Committee’s achievements, including the endorsement of ISIC Revision 5 and CPC 
Version 3, and the development of new classifications in social and environmental statistics such as those 
on trafficking in persons, violence against children, environmental purposes, and global ecosystem 
typology

• Noted the agenda for the meeting, including the review of five new classifications (energy, statistical 
activities, extended balance of payments services, alternative care of children, and dying places), and 
ongoing work on ISIC, CPC, COFOG, SITC, ISCED, and ISCO. 

• Expressed appreciation for the leadership of Andrew Hancock, the contributions of task team chairs and 
UNSD staff, and reaffirmed UNSD’s commitment to supporting the Committee’s work.
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Opening remarks from Andrew Hancock, Chair of UNCEISC

• Thanked UNSD Acting Director Shantanu Mukherjee for his remarks

• Reiterated the importance of consistent classification content and metadata, especially in the context of 
AI and machine-generated metadata. 

• Expressed concern about the aging structure of major classifications, and emphasized the need for 
modernization and new tools such as wikis and integrated platforms.

• Acknowledged the contributions of Bureau members, task team members and UNSD staff and stressed 
the importance of succession planning to ensure the future sustainability of the Committee.

• Noted the intention to continue virtual meetings and expressed the preference to reconvene in-person 
meeting at the UN Headquarters.
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Session 2: Standard International Energy Product Classification (SIEC)

• Overview of revision process from Chair of the Task Team on SIEC, Vincent Russo, US Bureau of Labor 
Statistics

• Review for approving SIEC from Franklin Assoumou Ndong, Statistics Canada:  
Recommended to approve SIEC as an international statistical classification and to present to the UN 
Statistical Commission (UNSC) for final endorsement

• Outcome: The UNCEISC approved the SIEC Ver. 2 structure as an international statistical classification, 
and recommended the submission of the SIEC Ver. 2 structure to the UNSC in 2026 for endorsement
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Session 3: Classification of Functions of Government (COFOG)

• Overview of revision process from Chair of the Task Team COFOG (TT-COFOG), Tom Orford, HM Treasury

• The current working process and progress on work was outlined noting the workstreams and timelines 
for the work

• Noted the intervention from UNESCO-UIS on new UN Cultural Statistics Framework, and need for culture 
and indigenous peoples to be reflected in new COFOG.  Recommended Issue to be progressed within TT-
COFOG Working Group C on Social and Demographics 
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Session 4:  Revision of the Extended Balance of Payments Services (EBOPS) and other trade-related 
classifications

• Overview of EBOPS revision process from Nancy Snyder, UNSD

• Review for approving EBOPS from Tom Orford, HM Treasury: 
Recommended to approve EBOPS as an international statistical classification and to submit the 
classification to the UNSC for final endorsement

• Outcome: UNCEISC approved the EBOPS 2026 as an international statistical classification, and 
recommended the submission EBOPS 2026 to the UNSC in 2026 for endorsement
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Session 4:  Revision of EBOPS and other trade-related classifications (continued)

• Presentation outlining work assessing the need to revise SITC presented by Markie Muryawan, UNSD

• Discussion on the need for the work, on assessment processes and data supplied on the use of SITC undertaken 
by the UN Committee of Experts on Business and Trade Statistics (UNCEBTS); 

• Noted the three options for SITC’s future: discontinuation, revision up to the 3-digit level, or full revision aligned 
with HS. Noted the preference from the trade statistical community to proceed with the SITC revision at the 3-
digit level (option B), which is considered as a less costly method in maintaining the classification

• Noted questions by some Committee members concerning the need to maintain a separate SITC classification 
versus developing as an aggregation of HS, and the ‘branding’ issues to reflect the SITC analytical role; Noted the 
business cases for revision expressed by the trade statistics community; Noted the reservation expressed by the 
Chair on the need for revision; Noted SITC was used by some member countries for trade statistics

• Outcome:  Recommended further dialogue between the UNCEBTS and UNCEISC to discuss and agree on way 
forward on the classification status and suggested future revision of SITC. Tasked UNSD to set up meeting 
between Chairs of the two Committees and other relevant members to facilitate the dialogue 
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Thank you
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