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Approval Process for the International Classification of Alternative Care of 

Children (ICare) 

This document takes the International Classification of Alternative Care of Children (ICare) through the 

approval process of the UN Committee of Experts on International Statistical Classifications (CEISC) for 

the classification to become an international standard.  

The process is applied by the UN Committee of Experts on International Statistical Classifications 

(hereinafter referred to as ‘the CEISC’) to follow and check against, when considering endorsing a 

classification for adoption by the UN Statistical Commission or a similar governing body, and for the 

classification to become a member of the International Family of Classifications.  

The custodian/developer of the classification needs to comply with the requirements of three documents. 

These documents are the:  

• Best Practice Guidelines for Developing International Statistical Classifications (as detailed in 

Section A of this document)  

• Criteria to become a Member of the international Family of Classifications (as detailed in Section  

B of this document)  

• Grading Criteria for International Statistical Classifications (as detailed in Section C of this 

document)  

Based upon the application of this process the classification may/may not be endorsed by the Expert 

Group.  

Final recommendation:  

The International Classification of Alternative Care of Children (ICare) is recommended for approval by the 

CEISC as an international standard. It is also recommended that the classification is recommended for 

endorsement by the UN Statistical Commission. 
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A. Does the classification meet the best practice requirements for developing an 

international statistical classification?  

For a classification to be considered for membership of the International Family of Classifications, the 

classification must meet the best practice requirements. The following questions need to be answered 

and documented by the custodian or organization seeking approval for the classification.  

• Does the classification have an identified custodian?  

 

The custodian is the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF). 

  

• Is there a well-defined conceptual basis?  

 

Yes. The classification is based on the key concepts of: 

• Care of a child 

• Parent 

• Child 

• Caregiver 

• Alternative care 

• Formal alternative care 

• Informal alternative care 

 

• Does the classification have a flat or hierarchic structure?  

 

ICare is a two-level hierarchic classification comprised of sections and categories, with additional 

variables for disaggregation available. 

  

• Is the classification proposed as an international reference classification or an international 

derived or related classification?  

 

ICare is proposed as an international reference classification.  

  

• Are the classification categories mutually exclusive?  

 

Yes, the categories are mutually exclusive of each other.  

 

• Is the classification exhaustive for all possible values of the variable which the classification 

represents?  

 

Yes, the classification is exhaustive noting. It must be applied with practical considerations and as 

such the classification captures care arrangements widely recognized as alternative care options 
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in many countries, at a detailed level that balances practicality and policy relevance 

internationally. 

  

• Is the classification statistically balanced?  

This is not applicable.  

  

• Is the classification statistically feasible? In other words, is it possible to effectively, accurately and 

consistently distinguish between the categories in the classification based on the information 

available?  

 

Yes. With well-designed coding tools and procedures, ICare makes it possible to code to the 

correct categories effectively and this was confirmed during the country pilot. 

  

• Does the classification have clearly defined classification or statistical units?  

 

Yes. The unit of classification is the alternative care arrangement. 

   

• Has consideration been given to time-series comparability?  

Not applicable as this is the first iteration of this classification. 

 

Recommendation: The classification meets the above requirements and can be moved to the next stage 

of the process.  
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B. Does the classification meet the criteria to become a member of the 

International Family of Classifications?  

For a classification to be considered for membership of the International family of Classifications, the 

classifications must meet all the requirements as specified.  

1. Is there a custodian for the classification?   

Yes. The custodian is the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF). 

  

2. What is the primary use of the classification?  

The primary use of the classification is to ensure a standardized approach to collecting and 

classifying statistical data regarding alternative care of children. Additionally, it aids in 

categorizing a care arrangement according to agreed characteristics and can be utilized in 

research for sampling or data analysis. Furthermore, ICare can be a useful policy tool for resource 

allocation, system differentiation and monitoring and evaluating progress over time.  

  

3. What are the underlying concepts used in the classification?  

 

The classification is based on the key concepts of: 

• Care of a child 

• Parent 

• Child 

• Caregiver 

• Alternative care 

• Formal alternative care 

• Informal alternative care 

   

4. What is the scope of the classification?  

ICare ensures a standardized approach to collecting and classifying statistical data regarding 

alternative care of children. The classification does not apply to: 

 

• Situations in which children are deprived of their liberty by decision of a judicial or 

administrative authority as a result of being alleged as, accused of or recognized as having 

infringed the law and not because they are in need of alternative care.  

• Care by adoptive parents from the moment the child concerned is effectively placed in their 

custody pursuant to a final adoption order, as of which moment, the child is in parental care.  

• Short-term arrangements whereby a child voluntarily stays with relatives or friends for 

recreational or leisure purposes and reasons not connected with the parents’ general 

inability or unwillingness to provide care.  

• Children living with their mothers in temporary shelters for victims of domestic violence.  

• Homeless children as they might be eligible for and awaiting an alternative care 

arrangement but are not yet in alternative care.  
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5. What are the statistical units being measured?  

Alternative care arrangement. 

  

6. How many classification levels are required?  

Two  

  

7. Are the category names precise, unique and reflective of the category scope?  

Yes. 

  

8. Is the classification code structure logical and sequential?  

Yes. ICP uses a numeric code pattern.  

  

9. Is the classification statistically balanced?   

No. This is not relevant. 

  

10. Has there been a consultation process with users of the classification? 

Yes. There has been extensive global consultation process and a pilot of nine countries. 

  

11. Has the classification been tested?  

Yes 

  

12. Are there correspondences between previous versions and the current classification?  

Not applicable as this is the first instance of this classification but ICare is linked to the 

International Classification of Violence against Children (ICVAC) 

  

13. Is there an implementation plan for the classification?  

The ICare is expected to be periodically revised and updated based on its implementation, 

challenges, and lessons learned at the national level. It will be accompanied by a training tool and 

manual to support its implementation and use. 

  

14. Is there a maintenance schedule available?  

No. This is in progress. 

  

15. How will the classification be disseminated?  

Electronically  

  

Recommendation: Whilst the classification does not meet all of the above requirements the attributes of 

approval which are not identified as a ‘yes’, do not preclude the classification moving to the next state of 

the process.     
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C. Applying the grading criteria to ascertain the classification’s status within the 

International Family of Classifications?  

For the ICare to be considered for the next stage of the approval process it must have passed the criteria 

stage before entering the grading stage.  

Is  the  classification  to  be  considered  as  an  international  reference  classification?  

  

For a classification to be considered as an international reference classification it must comply with the 

following definition.  

“A reference classification is one developed by an international agency. It provides a common 

framework for collecting and organizing information about a particular statistical system, concept or 

variable. Their use, either directly or through national adaptations, facilitates the exchange and 

comparability of statistics and other information between countries. These classifications have generally 

been developed through extensive international consultation and have achieved broad acceptance and 

official agree for use.”  

  

Recommendation: The classification generally fulfils the requirements of the definition, there is no other 

like classification for this domain, and therefore should be considered as an international reference 

classification.  

  

  


