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Approval Process for the Classification of Statistical Activities (CSA Version 2.1) 

This document takes the revision of the Classification of Statistical Activities (CSA) through the approval 

process of the UN Committee of Experts on International Statistical Classifications (UNCEISC) for the 

classification to become an international standard.  

The process is applied by the UNCEISC when considering endorsing a classification for adoption by the UN 

Statistical Commission or a similar governing body, and for a classification to become a member of the 

International Family of Classifications.  

The custodian/developer of the classification needs to comply with the requirements of three documents. 

These documents are the:  

• Best Practice Guidelines for Developing International Statistical Classifications (as detailed in 

Section A of this document)  

• Criteria to become a Member of the international Family of Classifications (as detailed in Section  

B of this document)  

• Grading Criteria for International Statistical Classifications (as detailed in Section C of this 

document)  

Based upon the application of this process the classification may/may not be endorsed by UNCEISC. 

Final recommendation:  

The Classification of Statistical Activities Version 2.1 is recommended for approval by the UNCEISC as an 

international standard.  CSA 2.1 adds a category for Food Security and Nutrition sought by the Food and 

Agriculture Organisation (FAO). This change will help address some critical challenges concerning 

statistical activities on food security and nutrition, including (1) the fragmentation and lack of 

standardization of available data on food security and nutrition across different international agencies, 

government sectors, public and private institutions; (2) the lack of an internationally agreed upon 

definition for food security and nutrition data; and (3) the absence of a minimum set of indicators to 

effectively monitor the state of food security and nutrition, beyond what currently exists within the 

Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) monitoring framework. In the long term, this change in the CSA will 

also contribute to consistent and coordinated assessments on the issue of food security at the global level, 

and to the production of timely and standardized comparisons across countries.  

It is also recommended that the Committee recommend CSA 2.1 for endorsement by the UN Statistical 

Commission at its 57th Session in 2026. 
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A. Does the classification meet the best practice requirements for developing an 

international statistical classification?  

For a classification to be considered for membership of the International Family of Classifications, the 

classification must meet the best practice requirements. The following questions need to be answered 

and documented by the custodian or organization seeking approval for the classification.  

• Does the classification have an identified custodian?  

The custodian is United Nations Statistical Division (UNSD). 

  

• Is there a well-defined conceptual basis?  

Yes, the CSA is an analytical system based around the concept of a statistical activity and is 

designed for two main purposes:  

 1) To classify statistical events, capacity building activities, training courses, working groups, 

publications or statistical standards, etc. based on the process related to a statistical activity, 

and  

 2) To classify data and metadata based on the output of a statistical activity.  

 

Statistical activities are defined as a statistical production activity or activity that directly 

supports it (e.g., health, environment, tourism). 

 

• Does the classification have a flat or hierarchical structure?  

CSA is a hierarchical classification containing three levels. 

  

• Is the classification proposed as an international reference classification or an international 

derived or related classification?  

CSA is an international reference classification.   

  

• Are the classification categories mutually exclusive?  

No. CSA is an analytical classification and not designed to be mutually exclusive. It is not used in 

the production of statistics and therefore double counting is not a concern. Users can classify 

items that may be classified in multiple areas according to their specific need. 

 

• Is the classification exhaustive for all possible values of the variable which the classification 

represents?  

Residual classes are offered throughout the structure where appropriate.   

 

• Is the classification statistically balanced?  

No. However this is not relevant for a classification designed primarily for analytical purposes. 
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• Is the classification statistically feasible? In other words, is it possible to effectively, accurately 

and consistently distinguish between the categories in the classification based on the 

information available?  

 

Yes.  The definition text provides guidance on the scope of categories contained in the 

classification and relevant examples, including inclusions and exclusions.   

 

• Does the classification have clearly defined classification or statistical units?  

The classification unit is the “statistical activity.”   

   

• Has consideration been given to time-series comparability?  

Yes, the introduction of the new category for Food Security and Nutrition in Version2.1 will have 

minimal impact on time-series comparability. 

 

Recommendation: CSA satisfies all the relevant requirements. The recommendation is to advance the 

classification to the next stage of the process.  
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B. Does the classification meet the criteria to become a member of the 

International Family of Classifications?  

The following table is the checklist presented to the Committee of Experts on International Statistical 

Classifications (CEISC) by the reviewer of the classification and which  provides comments on whether the 

criteria for inclusion have been met, and if there are any issues relating to those criteria if they are 

documented. 

 

Criteria Y/N Comments 

   

Custodian of the classification  Y UNSD is the custodian. 

Primary use of the classification  Y The use of classification for statistical and non-

statistical purposes is well-documented. 

Conceptual basis Y  The CSA is defined around the concept of a statistical 

activity based on the process related to the activity, 

and the output of a statistical activity, including 

metadata.  
Statistical Unit 

 

 Y Statistical units vary by domain, but may include 

individuals, household, or business establishments 

and enterprises. 

Scope of the classification Y  The scope of the classification is all statistical domains 

for official statistics. 

Structure of the classification Y  The classification is a 3-level hierarchical structure. 

Classification levels Y  The three levels are sufficient for this classification. 

Classification categories Y  The categories are intuitive and meaningful. Version 

2.1 adds a new category for Food Security and 

Nutrition. 

Format of Classification codes Y  The code pattern is acceptable 

Statistical balance  N  Not a requirement of this analytical classification.   

Consultation process Y  A global consultation was conducted for Ver. 2.1.  

Testing of the classification N  Testing has not been conducted. 

Concordances Y  CSA 2.0 was corresponded to CSA 1.0.  CSA 2.1 will be 

corresponded as well.   

Implementation Plan N  There is no implementation strategy provided.  

Maintenance Schedule N  There is no regular maintenance schedule for CSA. 

Dissemination Y  CSA 2.1 will be made available via the UNSD website.  

 
 

For a classification to be considered for membership of the International family of Classifications, the 

classifications must meet all the requirements as specified.  
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1. Is there a custodian for the classification?   

Yes, UNSD is the custodian.  

  

2. What is the primary use of the classification?  

CSA is an analytical classification used for describing and grouping statistical activities. 

  

3. What are the underlying concepts used in the classification?  

Statistical activities are defined as a statistical production activity or an activity that directly supports it (see 

Domain 6, Statistical infrastructure and methodology). Therefore, in addition to collecting, producing and 

disseminating data, statistical activities also include providing leadership, capability development and 

corporate support to statistical production.   

  

4. What is the scope of the classification?  

Statistical activities used in the structuring of information about activities of statistical 

organizations, dissemination websites, publications, etc. 

  

5. What are the statistical units being measured?  

Statistical activities. 

  

6. How many classification levels are required?  

Three. 

  

7. Are the category names precise, unique and reflective of the category scope?  

Yes.  

 

8. Is the classification code structure logical and sequential?  

Yes. Furthermore, the classification code pattern allows flexibility for growth and subsequent 

revisions as seen in Version 2.1.   

 

9. Is the classification statistically balanced?   

No. However this is not relevant for a classification designed primarily for analytical purposes. 

  

10. Has there been a consultation process with users of the classification? 

Yes. UNSD received 82 responses from 69 countries and 9 international organizations.  Over 90 

percent of respondents agreed with the revised structure.  Some comments addressed topics 

outside the scope of the changes in this revision.  These comments have been shared with the 

UNCEISC Bureau for consideration in a future revision.  

  

11. Has the classification been tested?  

No.   

  

12. Are there correspondences between previous versions and the current classification?  

Yes. 
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13. Is there an implementation plan for the classification?  

No. 

  

14. Is there a maintenance schedule available?  

No. 

  

15. How will the classification be disseminated?  

Electronically.  

 

 Recommendation: While the classification does not meet all the requirements, it was 

previously approved as an analytical classification and can be moved to the next stage of the 

process.      
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C. Applying the grading criteria to ascertain the classification’s status within the 

International Family of Classifications?  

For the CSA to be considered for the next stage of the approval process it must have passed the criteria 

stage before entering the grading stage.  

Is  the  classification  to  be  considered  as  an  international  reference  classification?  

  

For a classification to be considered as an international reference classification it must comply with the 

following definition.  

“A reference classification is one developed by an international agency. It provides a common 

framework for collecting and organizing information about a particular statistical system, concept or 

variable. Their use, either directly or through national adaptations, facilitates the exchange and 

comparability of statistics and other information between countries. These classifications have generally 

been developed through extensive international consultation and have achieved broad acceptance and 

official agree for use.”  

  

Recommendation: The classification generally fulfils the requirements of the definition, noting it is 

primarily for analytical purposes, and should remain an international reference classification.  The changes 

in Version 2.1 enhance the visibility of food security and nutrition statistics sought by FAO.  

  

  


