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Outline

❖Background and revision cycle

❖Objectives and guiding principles for the revision

❖The structure of the new EBOPS 2026

❖Main changes from EBOPS 2010

❖Global Consultation and way forward
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What is EBOPS (Extended Balance of Payments)

• EBOPS is based on the standard services components of BPM7                                                             
– with extension taking into account need for more granular data.

• The primary use is to serve as the basis to collect, compile and 
disseminate statistics of international trade in services.

• Past versions, EBOPS 2002 and EBOPS 2010, are in the family of 
international classifications.   

• The Task Team on International Trade Statistics (TT-ITS) under the  
UN Committee of Experts on Business and Trade Statistics, 
developed EBOPS 2026 as part of the MSITS 2026 (currently in 
global consultation).
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Revision Cycle

• Major revisions to EBOPS follow BPM and SNA revision cycles (e.g., EBOPS 2026 is aligned 
with BPM7/SNA 20205).

• Relation to CPC:

➢ MSITS 2026 recommends compiling statistics on international trade in services in both 
EBOPS 2026 and CPC, as a longer-term goal.                                                            

➢ EBOPS is like a bridge between “macro” components of BPM7 and “micro”/more granular 
products of CPC.

➢ If CPC is updated, there may be minor updates to EBOPS.
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Correspondence with CPC 3.0

• An EBOPS 2026 - CPC 3.0 correspondence table has been included in draft MSITS 2026.

• EBOPS 2026 aligns with CPC 3.0 to the extent possible. EBOPS is not a pure product 
classification. It also contains transactor-based items (Travel, Construction, and Government 
Goods and Services n.i.e.).
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Objectives and guiding principles

• Adapted to new first level BPM7 breakdown

• Providing additional granularity/visibility on specific items

• Added a new IP product (data and databases)

• Improved alignment with National Accounts and facilitate classification of 
international transactions in IP products into capital formation, 
intermediate consumption and final consumption

➢ All the above, keeping an eye on the CPC 3.0 and ensuring alignment 
to the extent possible.
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BPM7 services components

➢ EBOPS 2026 is a disaggregated 
subsystem of the BPM7 services 
classification and shares the 17 main 
BPM7 components. 

➢ BPM7 has new first-level splits of 
BPM6 components:
✓ Telecommunications, computer 

and information services
✓ Other business services
✓ New main component for 

Nonfinancial intermediation 
services (formerly trade-related 
services)



IMF | Statistics 8

No change in structure/scope

✓ Manufacturing services on physical inputs owned by others

✓ Maintenance and repair services n.i.e.

✓ Transport

✓ Insurance and pension services 

✓ Telecommunications services 

✓ Research and development services 

✓ Operating leasing services 

✓ Government goods and services n.i.e.
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Change in structure/scope/breakdown

❑ Travel
❑ Construction
❑ Financial services
❑ Charges for the use of intellectual property n.i.e.
❑ Computer and information services  
❑ Professional and management consulting services
❑ Nonfinancial intermediation services
❑ Technical and other business services
❑ Personal, cultural, and recreational services 
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Key changes

Financial Services
➢ Enhanced detail aligned with CPC 3.0 (Brokerage, investment banking, 

credit-related, advisory, custody services)
➢ Split into: 
   - Explicitly charged services
   - Implicit services on loans/deposits (formerly FISIM)

Intellectual Property Charges
➢ NEW Category: License to reproduce or distribute data/databases (to 

align with BPM7/2025SNA/CPC3.0)
➢ Provides an alternative breakdown by end-use for NA purposes
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Key changes continued

Computer & Information Services
➢ Split from telecom.
➢ Refined breakdown of software (software originals, games, other)
➢ Identifies cloud computing and data storage separately.
➢ Crypto asset validation/mining included (not separately identified).
➢ News agency services merged with other info services.

Non-Financial Intermediation
➢ Split in BPM7 main category (of other business services).
➢ Formerly trade-related services.
➢ Breakdown in line with CPC.
➢ Covers fees/commissions for goods, services, and non-produced assets.
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Complementary groupings

➢ For various analytical purposes, compilers 

may wish to aggregate transactions on 

areas of particular interest to users.

➢ For each complementary grouping, a list of 

services (or goods) items is provided which 

indicates under which service item the 

transactions sought are most likely 

classified. 

Complementary Groupings

a) Audio-visual transactions

b) Cultural transactions

c) Computer software transactions

d) Total non-financial intermediation transactions

e) Total health services

f) Total education services

g) Digital and interactive content services

h) Tourism-related services in travel and passenger 
transport

i) Digitally deliverable services

j) Licenses and intellectual properties to use in 
production - with duration of more than one year
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Global consultation

• In preparation of the revised MSITS 2026, the TT-ITS prepared the draft EBOPS 
2026 following several meetings and technical discussions.

• The Task Team recently completed the draft of the MSITS 2026, which includes the 
EBOPS 2026, and circulated it for Global Consultation in October 2025.

• The global consultation seeks feedback on the clarity of the concepts and 
definitions, and the relevance and practicability of the recommendations and 
encouragements.

• The Global Consultation is planned to conclude at the end of November 2025. 
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Way forward

The Task Team will address the Global Consultation comments and prepare White Cover version of 
MSITS 2026/EBOPS 2026 for endorsement by the UN Statistical Commission in March 2026.

To assist countries in implementing MSITS 2026 and EBOPS 2026, members of the TT-ITS, in 
coordination with the Inter-Agency Task Force on Capacity Building on International Trade 
Statistics, will deliver capacity building, to include:

✓ the preparation of a live version of the MSITS 2026 Compilers Guide
✓ e-learning courses
✓ regional training workshops
✓ technical assistance missions 
✓ preparation of related complementary technical materials and guidance notes
✓ sharing of country practices on the online UNEBTS Global Repository



THANK YOU!

tradestat@un.org

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/trade
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