Approval Process for The Extended Balance of Payments Services
Classification (EBOPS)

This document outlines the process for the UN Committee of Experts on International Statistical
Classifications (hereinafter referred to as ‘the Committee) to follow and check against, when
considering endorsing a classification as an international statistical classification, and for the
classification to become a member of the International Family of Classifications.

The custodian/developer of the classification needs to comply with the requirements of three
documents. These documents are the:

e Best Practice Guidelines for Developing International Statistical Classifications (as detailed in
Section A of this document)

e (Criteria to become a Member of the international Family of Classifications (as detailed in
Section B of this document)

e Grading Criteria for International Statistical Classifications (as detailed in Section C of this
document)

Based upon the application of this process the classification may/may not be endorsed by UNCEISC.

Final recommendation:

The Extended Balance of Payments Services Classification (EBOPS) 2026 is recommended for
approval by the UNCEISC as an international standard. EBOPS 2026 represents an update in the
framework for classification of trade in services in line with the 2025 updates to the Balance of
Payments and International Investment Position Manual (BPM7) and the System of National
Accounts (2025 SNA). At the most detailed level of EBOPS, it is also be correlated with the Central
Product Classification (CPC) at different level of aggregation. It is also recommended that CEP is
recommended for endorsement by the UN Statistical Commission.

Classification Approval Process October 2022 1



A. Does the classification meet the best practice requirements for developing
an international statistical classification?

For an international statistical classification to be considered for membership of the International
Family of Classifications, the classification must meet the best practice requirements. The following
guestions need to be answered and documented by the custodian or organization seeking approval
for the classification.

e Does the classification have an identified custodian?

Yes, the Task Team on International Trade Statistics (TT-ITS) under the auspices of the UN
Committee of Experts on Business and Trade Statistics (UNCEBTS) is the custodian. The TT-ITS has
developed the classification based on, and extending, the services classification presented in the
IMF’s Balance of Payments Manual, Seventh Edition (BPM7), released in 2025.

e Isthere a well-defined conceptual basis?

Yes. The Extended Balance of Payments Classification (EBOPS) is a further breakdown of the
classification of transactions by type of services presented in BPM7, which is conceptually based
on the System of National Accounts (SNA) 2025. The most detailed level of EBOPS would also be
correlated with the Central Product Classification (CPC) at different level of aggregation. The
correlations with BPM and CPC are also provided in the Annex of MSITS.

e Does the classification have a flat or hierarchic structure?
It has a hierarchical structure, with 4 levels and various alternative presentations.

e Is the classification proposed as an international statistical classification or as a regional or
national statistical classification?

As an international statistical classification.
e Are the classification categories mutually exclusive?

Yes, at the most disaggregated level of the classification. However, due to the nature of BPM
classification (mix of transactors and product-based), EBOPS offer the alternative presentations
by products for certain categories of services and by SNA end-use for intellectual property related
services

e s the classification exhaustive for all possible values of the variable which the classification
represents?

Yes, it aims to be exhaustive for all categories of services that are internationally traded.

e s the classification statistically feasible? In other words, is it possible to effectively, accurately
and consistently distinguish between the categories in the classification based on the
information available?

Yes. Previous versions of the classification (EBOPS 2002 and EBOPS 2010), which are very similar
in structure to EBOPS 2026, have served as the basis for countries to compile and disseminate
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statistics on international trade in services for over 20 years. Countries have demonstrated over
this time that the classification is statistically feasible.

e Does the classification have clearly defined classification or statistical units?

The classification is according to the type of service, rather than the unit that provides it (e.g., if a
bank provides pension fund services as a secondary activity, the service is classified as pension
fund services). The classification is mainly product-based but is transactor-based for certain
categories (i.e., travel, construction, and government goods and services n.i.e.).

e Has consideration been given to time-series comparability?

Yes. The classification is periodically revised/updated and correspondence tables between
different versions of the classification are provided.

Recommendation: EBOPS meets all the above requirements. It is recommended that it advances to
the next stage of the process.
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B. Does the classification meet the criteria to become a member of the
International Family of Classifications?

For a classification to be considered for membership of the International Family of Classifications, the
classifications must meet all the requirements as specified

1. Isthere a custodian for the classification? (NB: This information should be carried over from
the previous document)

Yes, the Task Team on International Trade Statistics (TT-ITS) under the auspices of the UN
Committee of Experts on Business and Trade Statistics (UNCEBTS) is the custodian. The TT-ITS has
developed the classification based on, and extending, the services classification presented in the
IMF’s Balance of Payments Manual, Seventh Edition (BPM7), released in 2025.

2. What is the primary use of the classification?

The primary use is to serve as the basis to collect, compile, disseminate and analyse statistics of
international trade in services.

3. What are the underlying concepts used in the classification?

The underlying concept is the Balance of Payments, which is a statement that summarizes
economic transactions between residents of a country and the rest of the world (non-residents).

The classification is mainly product-based but is transactor-based for certain categories (i.e.,
travel, construction, and government goods and services n.i.e.).

4. What is the scope of the classification?
The scope is all categories of services that are internationally traded.
5. What are the statistical units being measured?

The classification is according to the type of service, rather than the unit that provides it (e.g., if
a bank provides pension fund services as a secondary activity, the service is classified as pension
fund services). The classification is mainly product-based but is transactor-based for certain
categories (i.e., travel, construction, and government goods and services n.i.e.).

6. How many classification levels are required?

The most detailed level is 4 levels.

7. Are the category names precise, unique and reflective of the category scope?

Yes.

8. Isthe classification code structure logical and sequential?

Yes, the codes and categories go from broad category to more detailed and disaggregated levels.

9. Has there been a consultation process with users of the classification?
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Yes. EBOPS 2010 was circulated for global consultation in October 2025 as part of the Manual on
Statistics of International Trade in Services (MSITS) 2026.

10. Has the classification been tested?

Previous versions of the EBOPS classification, namely EBOPS 2002 and EBOPS 2010, which are
very similar in structure to EBOPS 2026, have been tested and in use by countries for several
years.

11. Are there correspondences between previous versions and other related classifications?

Yes, there is a correspondence table between previous versions of the classification (EBOPS 2002
and EBOPS 2010), available at:
unstats.un.org/unsd/tradeserv/TFSITS/newsletter/Conversion Matrix EBOPS 2010 rf.htm.
Upon expected endorsement of MSITS 2026 and EBOPS 2026 by the UN Statistical Commission
in 2026, a correspondence table between EBOPS 2010 and EBOPS 2026 is envisaged. The
correspondence table between EBOPS 2026 and CPC 3.0 is provided in Annex 3 of the MSITS 2026
draft text.

12. Is there an implementation plan for the classification?

Yes. To assist countries in implementing recommendations and encouragements contained in
MSITS 2026, including use of the EBOPS 2026 classification, members of the TT-ITS are
encouraged to collaborate in delivering capacity building, to be coordinated by the Inter-Agency
Task Force on Capacity Building on International Trade Statistics. The programme, subject to
resource constraints, will include the preparation of the updated version of MSITS 2026 Compilers
Guide and capacity-building activities, such as e-learning courses, regional training workshops,
technical assistance missions and the preparation of related complementary technical materials.

In view of resource and capacity constraints, countries are encouraged to develop multiyear
MSITS 2026 /EBOPS 2026 national implementation strategies which would include strengthening
institutional arrangements and establishing adequate quality assurance framework.

13. Is there a maintenance schedule available?

Maintenance will be based upon updates to the BPM7 services classification made by the IMF.
Updates to the CPC could also but would not necessarily prompt an update to EBOPS.

14. How will the classification be disseminated?

The classification will be disseminated as part of the Manual on Statistics of International Trade
in Services 2026 and available on UNSD’s website.

Recommendation: EBOPS meets all the above requirements. It is recommended that it advances to
the next stage of the process.
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C. Can the classification be endorsed by the UN Committee of Experts on
International Statistical Classifications?

For EBOPS to be considered for the next stage of the approval process it must have passed the criteria
stage before entering the grading stage.

Is the classification to be considered as an international reference classification?

For a classification to be considered as an international reference classification it must comply with
the following definition.

“A reference classification is one developed by an international agency. It provides a common
framework for collecting and organizing information about a particular statistical system, concept or
variable. Their use, either directly or through national adaptations, facilitates the exchange and
comparability of statistics and other information between countries. These classifications have
generally been developed through extensive international consultation and have achieved broad
acceptance and official agree for use.”

Recommendation: The classification fully meets the requirements of the definition and has twenty
plus year track record of use. It meets the need for classification to serve as the basis for the collection,
compilation, dissemination and analysis statistics on international trade in services. EBOPS should be
considered an international reference classification.
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