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• Caliper – an overview

• Three highlights and one examples of use

• Ideas for future developments

Today



The FAO platform for the dissemination of statistical classifications

https://www.fao.org/statistics/caliper/

-- Started in 2017, official FAO service in 2022 --

Complements the FAO catalogue “Methods and Standards”, by
providing access to classifications contents (incl. correspondences)

https://www.fao.org/statistics/standards/en/

Functionalities: browsing, searching, download, query, online access,
collaborative editing

Caliper 

https://www.fao.org/statistics/caliper/
https://www.fao.org/statistics/standards/en/
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Caliper - Explore



Caliper – Explore



Caliper - Explore



Caliper - Download



Caliper – Queries & APIs



Highlight 1/3 – An Open and FAIR approach

Open technologies

Data standards

Documented data models



Web-based editing platform (VocBench):

Collaborative editing

Work is organized into “projects”. Users may be different in
different projects. Users may belong to different organizations.

Formal editorial lifecycle

combines “roles” and “actions”. E.g. adding new item, approve..

Convenient read-only version (ShowVoc)

Editing integrated with discussion platform (“issue tracker”)

Highlight #2/3 - Maintenance and governance



Highlight #2/3 cont’d – Maintenance and governance 

An example of “issue” to be discussed: proposal for new codes in CPC



Highlight #2/3 cont’d - Maintenance and Governance



Classifications are “naturally” connected in networks of

correspondences. We can access them programmatically through

“federated” queries

Consider:

CPC and CPA

CPC and ICC

ISIC and NACE

FLC and AGROVOC

Highlight #3/3 - Web of Classifications



Example: ARIES for SEEA 



Example: ARIES 



Tighter integration with the FAO catalogue of “Methods and Standards”

On contents:

Already tested: WRB, FoodEx2, M49, …

New candidates: WRB 2022, LCCS, ..

On features:

More export formats, e.g., SDMX

Integrated search/query classifications and documents (e.g.,
manuals) - planned development of VocBench

Test interagency collaborative editing of new/revised
classifications?

Ideas for future developments
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