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National statistical offices have in the last dexagimbraced the notion of quality
assurance and many international initiatives haygpagrted the development of national
guality assurance frameworks. Accuracy, relevaniceeless, transparency, and cost
effectiveness are among the key elements of theseefvorks which encompass the
principles of professional independence as receghizy the Fundamental Principles of
Official Statistics recently approved by the UN @ml Assembly. The ethics of
statistical programmes in international organizagiois guided by the Principles
Governing International Statistics, but the proi@sal independence of statistical
programmes in international organizations has ngyed the same level of recognition
as for national statistical office. There is natraversally accepted definition of official
statistics for international organizations and tjuality of the official data is usually a
matter which is left to national debates as thadpction of official statistics is part of
the sovereign attributions of States. When makihgiaes on what data to publish,
statistical programmes in International OrganizailO) are sometimes confronted with
the dilemma between using criteria exclusively dase data quality or criteria which are
based on institutional roles where Member Statgse@&x|10s to take their data as
“official” and therefore not questionable. Whiletime great majority of cases data quality
criteria used by 10s matches the one used by radtiaathorities, there are instances
where there is a discrepancy and where 10s areacdad with difficult decisions. The
presentation will address the following questiohraw IOs should resolve situation
where official statistics provided by Member Stadesnot meet the quality standards of
I0s? How can these choices made more transparent?



