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The Value of Data Sharing
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SODI: SDMX Open Data Interchange

The SODI project has been designed to test a new approach for 
collecting and disseminating short-term statistics from EU Member 
States, aimed particularly at

• Making short-term statistics at EU available more quickly, ideally 
at the same time as they are available at national level

• Making these statistics easily accessible to users in formats which 
facilitate further use.

The project is centred on the concept of data published at national 
level by EU Member States being made simultaneously available 
through a common dissemination environment at EU level. 
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“Push” versus “Pull” Transmission

“Push” transmission
Traditional way of transmission: NSI sends data to Eurostat, where it arrives in the 
reception environment

“Pull” transmission
NSI sets up a web service to provide the data
Eurostat requests the data connecting to the web service
NSI triggers the request by an RSS feed
Eurostat’s requestor feeds the data into Eurostat’s reception environment
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SODI Processing in Production
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Technical and Standardisation Issues

Technical Issues
conversions to SDMX-ML, push/pull

Standardisation and statistical issues
Common terminology (MCV)
Data Structure Definitions (DSD)
Metadata Structure Definitions (MDSD) 

Political and organisational issues
role Eurostat-NSI, release, ownership, coexistence standards 
and methods, embargo treatment, life cycle

Legal issues
obligation NSI, legal acts
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SDMX guidelines

Use of a common and consistent terminology => Metadata 
Common Vocabulary (available from www.sdmx.org as 
stand-alone file for public review) 
Promotion of common metadata concepts (generic and 
consistent) for developing data and metadata “structure 
definitions” by using recommended attributes and codes
Feasibility of a common platform for metadata exchange
Open and extensible list of metadata concepts (set of 
standard requirements for European Data Dissemination)
Use of SDMX-XML


