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Introduction

This paper

o presents a “user’s eye view” of international 
statistics

o describes different types of data quality issues 
encountered by the HDRO

o explains the strategy developed by HDRO to 
tackle these issues

o proposes new efforts to improve statistical 
practices
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Human Development Report Office 
concerns

o Inconsistency between national and 
international sources 

o Inconsistency/Incoherence in international 
data series

o Different timing and frequency of data 
revision
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Why do inconsistencies exists? 

o Quality of national statistics

o Coordination between national offices 
and international agencies

o Coordination among international 
agencies

o Uncertainty of estimates
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How to reduce these inconsistencies

o Building national statistical capacity

o Promoting the creation of specific coordination 
mechanism 
o among international organizations and 
o between national sources and international 

agencies

o Fully develop guidelines for presentation of 
statistics and metadata
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How to reduce these inconsistencies

o Report uncertainty ranges for key 
statistical indicators

o Disseminate and educate user on 
metadata

o Design of a sound international 
statistics revisions policy
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Human Development Report Office strategy

o Promoting coordination among producers of 
statistics (since HDRO is only a user)

o Accessibility of international methodologies 
and procedures

o Development and adoption of international 
standards by countries

o Facilitate communication between 
international and national producers 
through UNDP Country Offices

o Formalize data collection process with 
international agencies
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Human Development Report Office strategy

o Promoting understanding among users

o Improving data dissemination and 
information outreach methods

o Develop a new statistical website
o Conduct workshop with Country Offices
o Introducing thematic consultation


