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Who is Global Legal Entity Identifier Foundation?

§ GLEIF is a not-for-profit Swiss foundation, founded 
by the Financial Stability Board (FSB). 

§ GLEIF is overseen by 71 regulators and 19 observers 
in the Regulatory Oversight Committee (LEI ROC) 
from 50 countries.

§ GLEIF Board has 16 independent directors.
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Issued LEIs 
to date

> 1,900,000

Partners for 
LEI issuing (LOUs)

40
and growing
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Introducing the Global LEI System
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In 2011, the G-20 leaders supported "the creation of a 
global legal entity identifier (LEI) which uniquely identifies 
parties to financial transactions."
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§ The LEI is a life-long code owned
by the respective legal entity.

§ It points to the associated 
reference data.

§ The LEI is an ISO standard
ISO 17442

§ 20 digit alpha-numeric code

The LEI
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Example of LEI 
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Example of LEI 
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Business registry (RA Code)

Legal Form (ELF Code)
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§ RA Code
— Registration Authorities List
— More than 750 RAs 
— To validate LEI data with registry data

§ ELF Code
— Entity Legal Form
— More than 2.900 legal forms (165 jurisdictions)
— ISO 20275 standard

§ OOR Code
— Official Organizational Roles
— Possible roles per legal form per jurisdiction as in legislation
— ISO standard under development

Use of Code Lists
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5AX8 Ireland IE Designated Activity Company Limited by Guarantee English en
5AX8 Ireland IE Cuideachta Ghníomhaíochta Ainmnithe Irish ga
9BPE Ireland IE Credit Union English en
C58S Ireland IE Company Limited by Guarantee English en
C58S Ireland IE Cuideachta faoi Theorainn Ráthaíochta Irish ga
DWS3 Ireland IE General Partnership English en
FF1D Ireland IE Public Unlimited Company that has no share capital English en
FF1D Ireland IE Cuideachta Neamhtheoranta Irish ga
HNJK Ireland IE Limited Partnership English en
JXDX Ireland IE Societas Europaea English en
KMFX Ireland IE Private Unlimited Company English en
KMFX Ireland IE Cuideachta Neamhtheoranta Irish ga
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§ Transparency on company/business data

§ SBRs need to use data from legal BRs and other sources -> need for a key to map data

§ The LEI can be this key

§ Why use the LEI?
— Backed by G20 and Financial Stability Board
— ISO standard (17442)
— The only truly global, non-proprietary identifier
— Ready to use in each country

§ with existing unique numbering infrastructure 
§ if there is need for a new infrastructure with a new unique identifier

— Also to be used in digital solutions (verifiable LEI)

§ LEI is the international passport compared to the local ID

Proposal on unique identifiers for businesses (UNSD/GLEIF)
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Recent Support for the LEI from Regional and International Organizations

9

§ European Systemic Risk Board’s (ESRB) Recommendation on identifying legal entities
§ Financial Stability Board (FSB), Stage1, Stage 2 and Stage 3 Roadmap for Enhancing Cross-Border Payments
§ Basel Committee on Banking Supervision (BCBS) Guidelines: Sound Management of risks related to money 

laundering and financing of terrorism
§ European Banking Authority’s (EBA) Response to the EU AML Action Plan Consultation
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Where to find out more
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For more information on GLEIF 
visit our website

www.gleif.org/annual-report

GLEIF 2019 Annual Report Showcases 
Early Compliance with  E S E F

https://www.gleif.org/en/newsroom/
blog

GLEIF's video on 
“Get an LEI and Make it Work”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=U8aUmtoj30s
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For more details on LEI Validation 
Agent

https://www.gleif.org/en/lei-
solutions/validation-agents

http://www.gleif.org/annual-report
https://www.gleif.org/en/newsroom/blog
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=U8aUmtoj30s
https://www.gleif.org/en/lei-solutions/validation-agents
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Annex
All reference data of an LEI
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Example of LEI 
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Limitations

This presentation contains confidential and proprietary information 
and/or trade secrets of the Global Legal Entity Identifier Foundation 
(GLEIF) and/or its affiliates, and is not to be published, reproduced, 
copied, or disclosed without the express written consent of Global Legal 
Entity Identifier Foundation.

Global Legal Entity Identifier Foundation, the Global Legal Entity 
Identifier Foundation logo are service marks of Global Legal Entity 
Identifier Foundation. 

ISO and the ISO logo are service marks of International Organization for 
Standardization, XBRL and XBRL logo are service marks of XBRL 
International, W3C trademarks and logos are service marks of the World 
Wide Web Consortium. Other products and services and company names 
mentioned here in are the property of and may be the service mark or 
trademark of their respective owners.
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