
June 24 , 2025

The HIBTS development process

Item 5 – Task Team on International Trade Statistics
2025 Meeting of the UNCEBTS 



Outline

1. Background

 Status

 Objective

 Content

2. Collaboration to develop the HIBTS

3. Lessons learned

4. The way forward

5. Call to action



1. Background, 
objective and content



The Handbook on Integrating Business
and Trade Statistics (HIBTS) was
presented during the 56th session of
the UN Statistical Commission (2025)

Currently, the HIBTS team is discussing
the inclusion of informal cross-border
trade and household trade under the
Innovation section

In parallel, the team is also working on
the implementation strategy for the
Handbook

1. Background: Status

HIBTS is available at:
https://unstats.un.org/UNSDWebsite/statcom/session_56/documents/BG-3k-HIBTS_White_Cover_Version-E.pdf



The main objectives of the HIBTS are:

• Provide the conceptual and methodological framework related to the
integration of business and trade statistics

• Include technical guidance for building and strengthening capacities on
the MDL process

• Share country experiences related to the linking business and trade

• Guide countries to produce linking business and trade (goods and
services) statistics in an international comparable manner

1. Background: Objective



Rationale behind HIBTS

Introducing the 

Conceptual basis

Presenting the 

Methodological aspects

Use of the conceptual and 
methodological framework for the

Linking process

Recommendations and 
statistical principles

Emerging topics

Chapter 2. Data Sources and institutional 
environment

Chapter 3. Data linking methods

Chapter 5. Quality framework
Chapter 6. Dissemination and principles of 
confidentiality

Chapter 4. Linking business and trade statistics 
(goods and services)

They correspond to  Chapter 7 with "Innovation on
linking business and trade statistics“

1. Background: Content



2. Collaboration to 
develop the HIBTS



• Cooperation and collaboration with various groups, countries, and organizations
make possible the development of the HIBTS, taking advantage of synergies and
seeking to respond to a greater number of needs:

• Country members from the TT-ITS
• Collaboration with IMF
• Collaboration with the Inter-Agency and Expert Group on Gender Statistics
• Cooperation with the other TT of the UNCEBTS (TT-SBR and TT-BDBDE)
• Cooperation with the IMTS and MSITS Chief Editors in cross-cutting issues, for

more consistency between the different manuals

• The creation of a repository of practices on integrating business and trade
statistics, based on the experience of developing the Country Progress Report site
for the Wiesbaden Group, taking into account the compilation (receiving a filled
template) and dissemination of the country experiences

2. Collaboration to develop the HIBTS



3. Lessons learned



• Early scoping and objective definition is critical: the initial discussion
on the outline was very relevant and crucial for the subsequent
development process

• Engaging stakeholders from the start enhances relevance: the
inclusion of topics related with the HIBTS in several global
consultations was decisive

• Diverse expertise is crucial, but it needs to be coordinated
effectively

• Iterative drafting and feedback loops were essential in the
development of the HIBTS

3. Lessons learned (1 of 2)



• Documentation of decisions ensures transparency and continuity:
maintain a decision log and version-controlled drafts to track
rationale and revisions was relevant in the overall process

• Balancing technical depth with accessibility takes time: striking the
right tone and detail level for multiple audiences (e.g., technical
experts vs. policy users) is challenging, and the global consultations
were useful for the improvement of HIBTS

• Coordination with external partners can be complex, but it was
relevant, to ensure the usefulness of HIBTS

3. Lessons learned (2 of 2)



4. The Way forward



4. The way forward: Implementation strategy

• As part of promoting the integration of business
and trade statistics, it has been envisaged an
implementation strategy along the HIBTS

• This includes the preparation of training
materials, organization of regional workshops
and development of a public online repository
on national practices

• To achieve this goal, collaboration with other
international working groups and
intergovernmental bodies is essential

Template of 
National 
practices

Handbook on 
Integrating 

Business and 
Trade Statistics

Global Online 
Repository

Training 
resources: 

online material

Collaboration 
with 

International 
working 
groups

Region-specific 
workshops



4. The way forward: Global online repository

• During the UNCEBTS meeting held 24–26 September 2024, the Task Teams
agreed to collaborate on launching a Global Online Repository of Practices for
Business and Trade Statistics

• This repository will cover several areas within business and trade statistics. It is
intended to include relevant documentation for each area, as well as country-
specific experiences

• The primary objective is to create a platform for knowledge sharing and to
support countries in implementing the recommendations and practices
advocated by the UNCEBTS Task Teams

• The Global Online Repository of Practices for Business and Trade Statistics is
considered a key component of the HIBTS implementation strategy



4. The way forward: Capacity building

• UNSD also envisions the development of online materials to support the
implementation of the HIBTS in countries

• Additionally, regional workshops will be organized as part of the
implementation strategy

• In this regard, a regional workshop is planned in collaboration with the
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) in
September 2025



5. Call to action



5. Call to action

• UNSD and the HIBTS coordinators
kindly request your support in
sharing your experiences on
integrating business and trade
statistics by fill in the template on
national practices

• These contributions will form part
of the specific domain on
integrating business and trade
statistics within the Global Online
Repository for Business and Trade,
developed by UNSD



Thank You!

Cristina Neves
Co-lead of the Task Team on International Trade Statistics
Statistics Portugal - INE
cristina.neves@ine.pt

Gerardo Durand
Deputy Director General of Economic Administrative Records
National Institute of Statistics and Geography of Mexico (INEGI)
gerardo.durand@inegi.org.mx


