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Self-Assessment Questionnaire

• Purpose: assist the NSOs in their assessment on the status 
of development of their SBR.

• Who can use it: the SBR team and IT team in the NSO

• Where can I find it: UNSD website at 
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/business-
stat/sbr/workshops/Amman2024 

• How to use it: try to answer as many questions in the 
questionnaire as possible. When in doubt, check the Manual 
on the SBR Maturity Model for guidance, especially Chapter 
3: Dimensions of the Maturity Model for SBRs.

• What does the result mean: identify areas for future 
improvement, so as to establish a mature SBR

https://www.aitrs.org/en
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/business-stat/sbr/workshops/Amman2024
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/business-stat/sbr/workshops/Amman2024
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Dimension 1: Legal and institutional framework

1.1 Is there a provision in the statistical law or a MOU that 
mandates or allows the NSO to collect data that are relevant 
for SBR? (This includes for example the conducting of 
economic censuses and surveys, or access to an 
administrative business register.)  Select one of the following.

☐A. Yes

☐B. No

If A is selected, proceed to the next question. Otherwise skip to 
the end of this dimension and give assessment “Preliminary 
stage”

https://www.aitrs.org/en
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Dimension 1: Legal and institutional framework

1.2 Are the following descriptions true for your country’s SBR? 
(Select all that apply)

☐ A. The statistical law allows the NSO to establish and 
maintain an SBR.

☐ B. The statistical law gives the NSO access to relevant 
administrative data.

☐ C. The statistical law or MOU has the provision that all 
providers of administrative data should provide the NSO with 
access to their data, and at the level of detail necessary to 
produce official statistics.

If A plus at least one other answer are selected, proceed to the next 
question. Otherwise skip to the end of this dimension and give 
assessment “Early stage”

https://www.aitrs.org/en
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Dimension 1: Legal and institutional framework

1.3 Are the following descriptions true for your country’s SBR? (Select all that apply)

☐ A. Within the fundamental principle of data confidentiality, the statistical law has 
the provision that allows the dissemination of aggregate data or anonymized unit 
record data (microdata) from the SBR.

☐ B. The statistical law has the provision that allows microdata sharing from the SBR 
with statistical authorities of other countries or international/regional organizations 
when complying with the principle of confidentiality.

☐ C. The statistical law or MOU contains the provision that the providers of 
administrative data shall consult with NSO before carrying out major changes in their 
data collection or processing that may affect the data provided.

☐ D. There are formal agreements to allow some data sharing between the national 
SBR and the SBRs of other countries.

☐ E. There is an inter-institutional committee or other coordinating mechanism with 
the aim of cooperating in the collection and/or promoting the quality of the 
administrative data.

If one or more answers are selected, give assessment “Advanced stage”. Otherwise 
give assessment “Mature stage”

https://www.aitrs.org/en
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Dimension 2: Data sources for SBR

2.1 Is there information which enables regular updating and 
maintenance of the SBR is based on administrative data (business 
registers, taxation data, etc.); or economic censuses (possibly in 
conjunction with SBR improvement surveys)

☐A. Yes

☐B. No

If Yes is selected, proceed to the next question. Otherwise skip to 
the end of this dimension, and give assessment “Preliminary stage”

https://www.aitrs.org/en
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Dimension 2: Data sources for SBR

2.2 Are the following descriptions true for your country’s SBR? 
(Select all that apply)

☐ A The maintenance of the SBR is primarily* based on 
administrative sources, such as business registers, taxation data, 
etc. (*Most of the new units are included and the variables are 
updated)

☐ B. If economic censuses are used, regular and comprehensive 
updates of the SBR during the inter-census are conducted by 
additional sources such as administrative data which enable the 
addition of new units and updated variables.

If A or B is selected, proceed to the next question. Otherwise skip to 
the end of this dimension, and give assessment “Early stage”

https://www.aitrs.org/en
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Dimension 2: Data sources for SBR

2.3 Are the following descriptions true for your country’s SBR? 
(Select all that apply)

☐ A. The SBR is based on one or more data sources that allow 
comprehensive and frequent updates of the SBR regularly or in line 
with the frequency of data source updates.

☐ B. Web scraping and data mining techniques may be used to 
verify/update the content of the SBR.

☐ C. Where there is enabling supranational legislation, data from 
other countries can be used to update and validate the SBR. 

If one or more answers are selected, give assessment “Advanced 
stage.”  Otherwise give assessment “Mature stage”

https://www.aitrs.org/en
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Dimension 3: Maintenance and update of SBRs

3.1 Are the following descriptions true for your country’s SBR? 
(Select all that apply)

☐ A. The SBR is updated irregularly with no agreed procedures or 
schedule. 

☐ B. Maintenance and updating procedures are not well established 
and continuously reviewed, but under development.

☐ C. The maintenance and update procedures are well established 
and regularly reviewed.

If A is selected, skip to the end of this dimension and give 
assessment “Preliminary stage.” If B is selected, skip to the end of 
this dimension and give assessment “Early stage.” Otherwise 
proceed to the next question.

https://www.aitrs.org/en
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Dimension 3: Maintenance and update of SBRs

3.2 Are the following descriptions true for your country’s SBR? (Select all that apply)

☐ A. Validation is conducted on a regular basis. 

☐ B. The SBR is updated regularly: 

                     ☐ on an annual basis

                     ☐ several times in a year (e.g., on a quarterly basis)

                     ☐ on a continuous basis 

☐ C. The quality of the SBR is periodically evaluated against a set of defined 
objectives pertaining to coverage of units and variables, accuracy and timeliness of 
source data, the effectiveness of validation and maintenance procedures, and the 
extent to which SBR outputs meet user needs

☐ D.  Unique identifiers are available in the government institutions and are used for 
maintenance and update of the SBR.

If all of A-E (one of the three for C) are selected, proceed to the next question. 
Otherwise skip to the end of this dimension, and give assessment “Early stage”

https://www.aitrs.org/en
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Dimension 3: Maintenance and update of SBRs

3.3 Are the following descriptions true for your country’s SBR? 
(Select all that apply)

☐ A. The maintenance and update of the SBR (live register) are 
conducted at a higher frequency (more than once in every year) on a 
regular basis or in line with the updates from the administrative data 
sources

☐ B. The SBR maintenance supports SBR outputs, including frozen 
frames and publication of data from the SBR, and the schedule 
indicates to users the likely variations in SBR coverage and content 
over time.

☐ C. There is a Large case unit to profile the largest, most complex 
or significant companies in the country.

If one or more answers are selected, give assessment “Advanced stage.” 
Otherwise give assessment “Mature stage”

https://www.aitrs.org/en
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Dimension 4: Coverage of an SBR

4.1 Is there some evaluation of how complete the 
coverage of the SBR is? 

☐ A. Yes

☐ B. No

If A is selected, proceed to the next question. Otherwise 
skip to the end of this dimension, and give assessment 
“Preliminary stage”

https://www.aitrs.org/en


A logo with a black background

Description automatically generated

13/25

Dimension 4: Coverage of an SBR

4.2 Are the following descriptions true for your country’s SBR? (Select all 
that apply)

B. Which types of units are included in the SBR:  

☐ Legal units 

☐ Local units 

☐ Establishments (local kind-of-activity units) 

☐ Kind of activity units 

☐ Enterprises

☐ Enterprise groups 

☐ External links

A. Which institutional sectors of the economy 
are included in the SBR:

☐ Non-financial corporations 

☐ Financial corporations 

☐ General Government

 ☐ Households  

 ☐ Non-profit institutions serving households    

   

(To be continued)

https://www.aitrs.org/en
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Dimension 4: Coverage of an SBR

4.2 (Continued) Are the following descriptions true for your country’s SBR? 
(Select all that apply)

☐ D. The coverage of the units in the SBR is 
comprehensive* for the formal sector. (*All (or 
almost all) active economic units in the formal 
economy that are engaged in economic 
activities contributing to the gross domestic 
product)

☐ E. Coverage issues are monitored on a 
regular basis (and the cases which cause the 
issues are clearly identified)

C. Which types of variables are included in the 
SBR:  

   ☐ Identification and contact information 

   ☐ Demography 

 ☐ Economic/stratification variables 

 ☐ External links   

If all of A (at least ”Non-financial corporations” and “Financial 
corporations”), B (two or more), C (at least “Identification and contact 
information”, “Demography”, “Economic/stratification variables”), D and E 
are selected, proceed to the next question. Otherwise skip to the end of this 
dimension, and give assessment result “Early stage”

https://www.aitrs.org/en
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Dimension 4: Coverage of an SBR

4.3 Are the following descriptions true for your country’s SBR? (Select all 
that apply)

☐ A. the SBR includes the informal sector in the SBR if it is relevant in the 
country

☐ B. the SBR includes geospatial information and usage of geographic 
standards for delineating regional and geolocational information in the SBR 
to allow for spatial analyses

☐ C. Other additional variables are included in the SBR (or can be linked to 
the SBR) that can support thematic analysis such as digitalization, etc.

☐ D. Dedicated efforts are in place to keep coverage adequate at all times 
(e.g. monitoring by a special team such as the chain management team)

If one or more answers are selected, give assessment “Advanced stage.” 
Otherwise give assessment result “Mature stage”

https://www.aitrs.org/en
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Dimension 5: Use of SBR

5.1  Is the SBR used to create consistent frames for 
some business surveys? 

☐ A. Yes 

☐ B. No

If A is selected, proceed to the next question. Otherwise 
skip to the end of this dimension, and give assessment 
“Preliminary stage”

https://www.aitrs.org/en
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Dimension 5: Use of SBR

5.2 Are the following descriptions true for your 
country’s SBR? (Select all that apply)

☐ A. The SBR is used to create a snapshot/frozen frame 
from which most economic surveys including register-
based census frames are drawn

☐ B. Business demography is compiled based on the 
SBR.

☐ C. The SBR is used to link to administrative data. 

If all of A-C are selected, proceed to the next question. 
Otherwise skip to the end of this dimension and give 
assessment “Early stage”

https://www.aitrs.org/en
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Dimension 5: Use of SBR

5.3 Are the following descriptions true for your country’s SBR? (Select all 
that apply)

☐ A. The SBR is used for microdata linking with other registers 

☐ B. The SBR is used as a tool for data exchange for statistical purposes 
among producers of official statistics 

☐ C. The SBR contributes to the development of international or regional 
group registers

☐ D. The SBR (or part of the SBR) is publicly disseminated in line with 
legislation and the confidentiality principles of official statistics

☐ E. The SBR (or part of the SBR) is released to researchers in line with 
legislation and the confidentiality principles of official statistics

☐ F. User feedback is regularly sought and incorporated into SBR 
improvement plans

If one or more answers are selected, give assessment “Advanced stage.” 
Otherwise give assessment “Mature stage”

https://www.aitrs.org/en
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Dimension 6: IT Environment

6.1 Does the IT infrastructure for the SBR consists of 
a database structure (not, for example, an Excel 
spreadsheet)?

☐ A. Yes

☐ B. No

If A is selected, proceed to the next question. Otherwise 
skip to the end of this dimension and give assessment 
result “Preliminary stage”

https://www.aitrs.org/en
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Dimension 6: IT Environment

6.2 Are the following descriptions true for your 
country’s SBR? (Select all that apply)

☐ A. The IT infrastructure supports multiple tasks and 
user requirements related to SBRs, such as the updating 
of records, the validation of records and the importing of 
data from administrative sources. 

☐ B. The IT infrastructure is supported by continuous 
maintenance procedures and dedicated staff.

If A and B are selected, proceed to the next question. 
Otherwise skip to the end of this dimension and give 
assessment “Early stage”

https://www.aitrs.org/en
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Dimension 6: IT Environment

6.3 Are the following descriptions true for your 
country’s SBR? (Select all that apply)

☐ A. The IT infrastructure incorporates elements such 
as dealing with big data, web scraping, datamining, or 
cloud environments.

☐ B. There is a dedicated portal for businesses to enter 
and edit their information (either directly or via the 
organization that administrative data is sourced from).

If A or B is selected, give assessment “Advanced stage”. 
Otherwise, give assessment “Mature stage”

https://www.aitrs.org/en
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Dimension 7: Interoperability

7.1 Is The SBR interoperable with other systems or 
registers including administrative sources? 

☐ A. Yes

☐ B. No

If A is selected, proceed to the next question. Otherwise 
skip to the end of this dimension and give assessment 
“Preliminary stage”

https://www.aitrs.org/en
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Dimension 7: Interoperability

7.2 Are the following descriptions true for your 
country’s SBR? (Select all that apply)

☐ A. Unique identifiers for businesses are available 
across national administrative sources.

☐ B. Where relevant, variables within the SBR are 
compatible with international standards and 
classifications, such as ISIC.

If A and B are selected, proceed to the next question. 
Otherwise, "Early" stage (skip to the end of this 
dimension)

https://www.aitrs.org/en
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Dimension 7: Interoperability

7.3 Are the following descriptions true for your 
country’s SBR? (Select all that apply)

☐A. The SBR contains regional or global identifiers 
where available.

☐B. The SBR is part of an integrated system of registers 
including population registers, housing registers and 
address registers.

If A or B are selected, give assessment “Advanced 
stage.” Otherwise give assessment “Mature stage”

https://www.aitrs.org/en
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Result of the Assessment

Dimension 1
Legal and institutional

framework

Dimension 2
Data sources for SBR

Dimension 3
Maintenance and update of

SBRs

Dimension 4
Coverage of an SBR

Dimension 5
Use of SBR

Dimension 6
IT Environment

Dimension 7
Interoperability

Current Status Desired Status Ideal Status

Advanced
Mature
Early
Preliminary
Unknown

Stages:

https://www.aitrs.org/en
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