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I. CONTEXT 

1. Open Data is digital data that is made available with the technical and legal 

characteristics necessary for it to be freely used, reused, and redistributed by anyone, anytime, 

anywhere. Open Data fosters collaborations around key social challenges, provides effective 

oversight of government activities, and supports innovation in policy and program design.  

2. Through its recent work, the CCSA agencies reinforced their leadership in the global 

statistical architecture that embraces aspects of the Open Data agenda by: 

• Reaffirming that CCSA agencies abide by the Principles Governing International 

Statistical activities as well as the set of good practices supporting each principle.  

Among other things, these practices recognize the importance of adopting Open Data 

approaches to maximize CCSA agency data use and re-use.1 

• Endorsing a set of best practices in microdata dissemination for CCSA members 

that balance access to microdata while protecting the confidentiality of individuals2. 

3. CCSA members are not alone in recognizing the importance of adopting Open Data 

approaches and improving microdata acquisition, storage, and dissemination.  Other 

supranational initiatives to improve data access, use, and re-use include: 

• Eurostat assessed its microdata access practices to improve statistical production 

and to “enhance the use of microdata to better serve the society’s need for a deeper 

understanding of the social, economic, and financial developments”3. 

                                                           
1 Under Principle 1: “Developing different modalities for data access and data dissemination, including various 

formats for data and metadata downloads” and “Defining a strategy for … the use of Open Data as it pertains to 

international statistics”. 
2 https://unstats.un.org/unsd/accsub-public/microdata.pdf 
3 “Micro data: a push for transparency”, 8th European Central Bank Statistics Conference (6 July 2016). 
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• Members of the G-20 convened a data sharing workshop to find ways to share 

experiences on how to increase the exchange of detailed information to support decision-

making in an increasingly globalized economic and financial environment.4  

• Based on the G8 Open Data Charter, adopted in July of 2013, a set of six core 

Open Data principles provide the foundation for the Open Data Charter (ODC)5 initiative. 

As of July 2017, the ODC has been adopted by 47 national and local level governments 

as well as many agencies and private companies. 

• At the first United Nations World Data Forum in 2017, the value of Open Data 

was highlighted in many sessions. The new Cape Town Global Action Plan includes 

several recommendations for expanding Open Data practices for official statistics. 

• The 2017 United Nations Statistical Commission’s Friday Seminar on Emerging 

Issues devoted a day-long discussion to “Open Data – Adding value by matching access 

with privacy and security”. 

• UNSD and Statistics Korea are organizing an International Seminar on Open Data 

for the Sustainable Development Goals. The seminar’s outcomes will provide inputs to 

the paper on Open Data that will be presented to the 49th Session of the Statistical 

Commission6. 

• The adoption of Open Data approaches by national governments has advanced 

considerably over the past 5-7 years in both developed and developing countries.  As part 

of their contribution to these programs, leading national statistical agencies have revised 

their terms of use for statistical products and are making data available free of charge and 

in machine-readable and non-proprietary formats. 

4. To remain global exemplars, CCSA members must commit to adopting common 

standards and procedures to publish their data consistent with Open Data principles, maximize 

the ease of use of their microdata, improve sharing experience and lessons learned so that all 

CCSA members can improve their working practices, encourage Open Data principles when 

supporting country capacity building, and encourage feedback from their users.  Specifics on 

each proposed action follow: 

ACTION 1: CCSA MEMBERS ADOPT COMMON STANDARDS AND PRACTICES 

FOR OPEN DATA 

5. The Open Definition sets out principles that define “openness” in relation to data and 

content7. In short, “Open data can be freely used, modified, and shared by anyone for any 

purpose”.  Inspired by this definition, the NGO Open Data Watch has developed an index of 

                                                           
4 “Update on the Data Gaps Initiative and the Outcome of the Workshop on Data Sharing”, IAGFS, March 2017. 
5 https://opendatacharter.net 
6 https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/meetings/sdg-seminar-seoul-2017/ 
7 http://opendefinition.org/. 
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data openness, The Open Data Inventory (ODIN)8. Along with data coverage, ODIN assesses 

National Statistical Offices’ Data Openness on five elements9: 

i.  Is downloadable data machine readable? 

ii.  Is it available in non-proprietary formats?  

iii.  Is it available through several download options (e.g. bulk downloads, through an API,     

etc.)?  

iv.  Is it accompanied by robust metadata? 

v.  Is it governed by terms of use, easily found on the website, that allows for unrestricted   

use and re-use? 

6. Most international organizations (e.g. World Bank, IMF, UIS, FAO, IAEA) have taken 

steps consistent with the Open Data principles.  But there is more work to do.  Some agencies 

have too many portals that can confuse users, others continue to have terms of use that restrict re-

use of their data.  

7. CCSA agencies must adopt more Open Data friendly approaches consistent with the five 

ODIN elements, and should do so through visible collective action.  To put this action into 

effect, CCSA agencies should: 

• Adopt the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 (CC BY 4.0) as its terms of use.  

Adopting CC BY 4.0 would be a critical step to maximize the ease of use of data drawn 

from different CCSA institutions as users would be subject to a common terms of use. 

• Make their publicly available data downloadable in an agreed-to set of machine-

readable and non-proprietary formats. 

• Adopt a rigorous definition on the details presented in metadata regarding 

indicator definition, method of data collection and compilation. 

• Move to a common approach to making indicators easily downloadable. 

8. Should international agencies wish to stretch their ambition, CCSA agencies should 

consider adopting or endorsing the Open Data Charter and use this opportunity to show their 

commitment to making their data open. 

ACTION 2: COMMON STANDARDS FOR MICRODATA DOCUMENTATION AND 

TAXONOMY 

9. The CCSA’s endorsement of practices governing dissemination of microdata stopped 

short of adopting a common standard for metadata documentation and a taxonomy for 

categorizing access to microdata products.  

                                                           
8 http://odin.opendatawatch.com/Downloads/otherFiles/ODIN-2016-Methodology.pdf 
9 Although the ODIN methodology can be applied to international organizations, Open Data Watch assessments 

remains restricted to the national level at present.   
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10. Adopting the following standards for microdata documentation would complement the 

Committee’s support of adopting the use of SDMX for “pulling” data from other agencies and 

publishing time series indicators:  

• The standard most commonly used for the documentation of microdata is the Data 

Documentation Initiative (DDI) by the DDI Alliance. The standard is used by most of the large 

social science data archives around the world, and has been adopted by CCSA agencies of the 

IHSN (including FAO, ILO, UNICEF, WFP, WHO, and the World Bank). As such, the DDI 

should be formally adopted by CCSA agencies as their standard to document microdata. 

• Adoption of the DDI standard by CCSA agencies should be complemented by the 

adoption of a common, multilingual taxonomy of statistical topics.  CCSA agencies should adopt 

a common taxonomy based existing templates developed by academic data centers, international 

agencies, or by NSOs. 

• CCSA members publishing microdata should adopt a common categorization of the 

conditions under which microdata can be used. As an example, the World Bank’s terms of use 

categories for microdata are referenced10. 

ACTION 3: IMPROVED EXPERIENCE SHARING IN MICRODATA ACQUISITION 

11. Many CCSA members acquire statistical products from national statistical offices and 

work with NSOs to produce statistics.  When these data are formally acquired by a CCSA 

agency, the conditions by which these data can be disseminated vary.  Exchanging practical 

experiences on the conditions of dissemination when acquiring these data could bring CCSA 

agencies to a common standard closer to Open Data principles. 

ACTION 4: EMPHASISING OPEN DATA PRACTICES THROUGH CCSA CAPACITY 

BUILDING PROGRAMS 

12. CCSA agencies provide technical and financial assistance to countries to improve their 

statistical capacities. All CCSA members should commit to encouraging the adoption of Open 

Data approaches as part of their support. 

13. Should international agencies wish to stretch their ambition, CCSA could go one step 

further and ensure that all their supported programs/research publish the data used using the 

Open Data principles. 

ACTION 5: IMPROVED TRACKING OF DISSEMINATED DATA 

14. CCSA agencies should monitor the use of their data and their users.  There is always the 

risk that expensive systems are constructed, but enjoy little use. CCSA members should track 

data use, know who is using their data, and get feedback.  

                                                           
10 Categories for Microdata access are: Open Access, Direct Access, Public Use, Licensed, Enclave, External, and No 

Access.  The definitions for each category can be found at: http://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/terms-of-

use 
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II. NEXT STEPS 

15. It is suggested that a task team be established to assess the feasibility of adopting the 

actions described above.  The World Bank would volunteer to lead the task team.  The task team 

would: 

i.   Conduct a survey among CCSA members regarding their: 

� Adherence to current Open Data practices as per the five ODIN elements,  

� Existing procedures/practices for data acquisition, storage, and dissemination – 

for both data compiled by the agency or whose origin is a national statistical office 

� Approaches to metadata and related taxonomies 

� Data licensing (i.e. terms of use) 

� Commitment to encourage Open Data approaches in their capacity building 

support to countries. 

� Tracking of the use of their disseminated data and how feedback from users is 

acquired 

ii.      Prepare and submit to the CCSA a document outlining:  

� Feasibility of implementing the actions described above in this document 

� Where feasible, drafting relevant common standards and  

� Developing effective mechanisms for information exchanges 

III. CONCLUSION 

16. To demonstrate its relevance and leadership in the global statistical architecture, CCSA 

members are urged to create the task force recommended above and quickly work to adopting 

the five actions. 


