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Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities SA/2017/14 

Thirtieth session 18 December 2017 

Muscat, 27-28 September 2017 

================================================================ 

  

Report of the 30th Session of the 

Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities 

I.  Introduction  

1.  The 30th session was held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Muscat (Oman) from 

27-28 September 2017. The session was chaired by the two Co-chairs of the 

Committee: Mr. Pietro Gennari, Chief Statistician of FAO and Ms. Martine Durand, 

OECD Chief Statistician and Director of Statistics. The agenda, documents presented 

and the list of participants of the present session are attached as Annexes I, II and 

III, respectively.  

II. Work of the CCSA Session  

A.  Welcome and adoption of the agenda  

2.  Mr. Gennari welcomed the Committee members to the 30th session.  

 

3.  The Committee adopted the provisional agenda (SA/2017/6) without 

changes (see annex I). 

B.  GCC Stat    

4. Sabir Al Harbi (GCC Stat) provided an overview of the statistical work carried 

out by the GCC Stat.  His presentation is available online. 

C.  New Terms of Reference 

 

5. Mr. Gennari informed members that the Committee’s new terms of reference 

(TORs) have been finalized as decided in the 29th session and posted on the CCSA 

website. At the current session, the Committee would set up the new enlarged 

bureau and elect for the first time three vice-chairs (see paras. 7 and 8 in the TORs). 

He invited expressions of interest before consideration of agenda item 14 

“elections” by the Committee (see para. 27-29 below). 

 

D.  Indicator Framework for the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda: 

Next steps and principles of global data reporting and data sharing 

 

6. UNSD provided a brief update on the current work of the IAEG-SDG clarifying 

that the IAEG at its next meeting to be held from 11-14 November 2017 in Bahrain, 
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will focus on the methodological development (tier III indicators) as well as data 

flows. The need for more clarity in the process was discussed.  

 

7. FAO introduced the document entitled “CCSA’s Contribution to the 

Guidelines on Global SDG Reporting” (SA/2017/10) recalling the history of the 

related work on the "Guiding Principles of Data Reporting and Data Sharing for the 

Global Monitoring of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development - Version 1”. He 

pointed out that the document was aspirational and a living document. It had to be 

finalized by early October for it to be considered by the IAEG at its next meeting in 

Bahrain. During the discussion, members emphasized the holistic nature of the 

statements made in the document and discussed at length the complexity of the 

international statistical system. They recognized the challenge of including in the 

paper a simple prescription which could capture all possible scenarios while 

considering the legitimate needs of international organizations and member states.   

 

Conclusions: 

 

8. The Committee took note of the updates provided by UNSD and finalized and 

approved the document on the basis of the suggestions provided at the session.1 

 

E.  Nowcasting techniques to improve timeliness 

 

9. OECD introduced the document entitled “Nowcasting techniques to improve 

timeliness“(SA/2017/7). The Committee discussed the definition, importance and 

limitations of nowcast estimates as well as possible ways to advance these 

techniques in the context of the international statistical system, such as through 

organizing a conference or conducting a survey.   

Conclusions 

10. The Committee welcomed this initiative and encouraged OECD to reflect on 

key issues brought up during the discussion and to further develop the suggestion of 

a conference. The Committee will reconsider this item at its next session. 

F.  Special session on “Revitalizing Capacity Development in Data and 

Statistics”  

11. The special session, prepared by PARIS21, gave an opportunity to CCSA 

members to reflect on the impact of statistical capacity building and discuss new 

approaches to increase efficacy and efficiency of interventions by international 

organizations. The meeting presented and discussed the conceptual framework of 

Capacity Development 4.0 developed by PARIS21, and explored innovative 

initiatives by CCSA members involved in capacity development in specific areas. The 

                                                        
1 The final document was transmitted to the IAEG-SDG co-chairs on 4 October 2017 and is available online at 

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/accsub-public/Principles_stat_activities/Ltr-CoChairs-Principles.pdf.   
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special session featured the following presentations, which are all available online 

on the CCSA website: 

• Capacity development through innovative approaches: Mobile technology 

project - by UNECA 

• Eurostat approach to international statistical cooperation - by Eurostat 

• IMF capacity development in statistics - by IMF 

• Capacity development and data dissemination in the SDG context: a new 

approach - by OECD 

• Revitalising capacity development in data and statistics - by PARIS21 

• Capacity strengthening to estimate SDG indicators at lower geographical 

levels: Small Area Estimation (SAE) - by UNFPA 

• Capacity development 4.0 - by UNHCR 

• Cape Town Global Action Plan for Sustainable Development Data - by UNSD 

Conclusions  

12. The Committee agreed to inform the High-level Group (HLG) about some of 

the innovative approaches taken by some CCSA members.  Members also agreed to 

present some of the members’ initiatives at the second World Data Forum to be held 

from 22 to 24 October 2018 in Dubai. 

13.  The Committee requested the Bureau to take this work forward and develop 

for the next session a proposal with a short report on how to convey the results of 

these “pilots” to the HLG, possibly through issue partners. 

G.  Global Network of Institutions for Statistical Training (GIST)  

 

14. UNSD presented the “Global Network of Institutions for Statistical Training 

(GIST)” as contained in document SA/2017/8. UNSD further clarified that this 

network would be presented to the Statistical Commission through the Report of the 

Secretary General on the implementation of SDGs. The Committee appreciated the 

ambitious roadmap towards a “light” network and reflected upon the role of CCSA in 

this global network.  

Conclusions: 

15. The Committee requested UNSD to share the main comments made in the 

discussion with the agencies and staff coordinating the work towards this network.  

H.  Coordination of International Household Surveys: A Panel Discussion 

16. The Committee benefited from presentations by UNSD, UNICEF and the 

World Bank on the diverse “universe” of household surveys and discussed ensuing 

issues. 
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Conclusions 

17.  The Committee requested the secretariat and FAO to transmit the comments 

made in this session to the ISWG-HH Surveys. 

I.  Open Data Policies 

18. The World Bank presented document SA/2017/9 on “Adopting common 

standards and procedures for improved open data and microdata dissemination”. 

The Committee discussed and generally supported the action plan laid out in the 

document.  

Conclusions 

19. The Committee created a task team on open data, to carry out the next steps 

listed in SA/2017/9, i.e. conducting a survey on open data among CCSA members 

and report back to the Committee in 2018. The Committee asked the task team to 

align its work with the Cape Town Global Action Plan, taking into account the 

discussion at this session. The Committee welcomed the offer by the World Bank to 

lead the task team and by Eurostat, OECD, AfdB, UNICEF, UNHCR and UNSD to join 

the task team.  

J.  Multi-Year-Programme 

20. OECD introduced document SA/2017/13 entitled “CCSA Multi-year 

Programme”. During the discussion, the following agenda items were supported for 

consideration in 2018: “Use of geospatial information for international statistics” 

and “new approaches for communicating statistical information”. 

Conclusions 

21.  The Committee requested the secretariat to regularly update the multi-year 

programme. The Committee further requested the co-chairs to take the priorities 

raised into account when drafting the provisional agendas for the Committee’s 2018 

sessions. The Committee further decided to focus on the preparations of the 

Statistical Commission session (and a maximum of one other topic) during the 

spring session of the Committee.  

K.  ISI Special Session  

22.  OECD provided a briefing on the CCSA Special session at the 61st World 

Statistics Congress held form 16-21 July 2017 in Marrakech (Morocco) entitled “The 

Value and costs of national and international statistics” (STS074). 

Conclusions 
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23.  The Committee thanked OECD for organizing this special session and 

Eurostat, FAO, UNIDO and the World Bank for contributing presentations.  

L.  Preparations of the 49th session of the UN Statistical Commission 

24. The Committee received a briefing by UNSD on a tentative list of documents 

that will be considered by the UN Statistical Commission at its 49th session, which 

will take place 6-9 March 2018 in New York. The Committee discussed possible 

agenda items for joint statements. 

Conclusions  

25. The Committee reaffirmed its past practice for joint statements and asked 

the Co-chairs together with the new vice chairs to propose topics for joint 

statements once the annotated UNSC agenda becomes available in December.   

M.  Other business 

26. OECD invited CCSA members to the16th IAOS Conference, which will be co-

organized by OECD and held from 19-21 September 2018 at the OECD premises in 

Paris, France.  

N.  Elections  

27.  The Committee thanked the two Co-chairs, Mr. Pietro Gennari and Ms. 

Martine Durand as well as the entire team supporting them for their effective 

leadership.  

28. Ms. Martine Durand, OECD Chief Statistician and Director ofStatistics, and Ms. 

Angela Me, Chief of the Research and Trend Analysis Branch, United Nations Office 

on Drugs and Crime, were nominated for re-election and election, respectively. The 

Committee endorsed the nominations and elected Ms. Durand and Ms. Me as the 

new Co-chairs of the Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities for the 

next two years.   

29.  In accordance with the new terms of reference (see also para 5 above), the 

following members were nominated as vice-chairs: Mr. Pieter Everaers, Director of 

Cooperation, European Statistical System, Eurostat, Mr. Oliver Chinganya, Director, 

African Centre for Statistics, and Mr. Sabir Al-Harbi, Director-General, GCC-Stat. The 

Committee endorsed the nominations and elected Mr. Everaers, Mr. Chinganya 

and Mr. Al-Harbi as vice chairs. 

O.  Dates and venues of the 2018 sessions of the Committee  
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30. The Committee confirmed that its next session will be held on 5 March 2018 

(morning) in New York on the margins of the 49th session of the UN Statistical 

Commission.  

Conclusions  

31. The Committee accepted an invitation by UNODC to hold the fall 2018 

session in Vienna. The Committee agreed that it was desirable to hold that session 

back to back with the 16th IAOS Conference, which will be held 19-21 September 

2018 at the OECD premises in Paris, France. (see also para 26). 

P.  Summary of follow up actions  

 

Action  
Lead 

Agency  

Participating 

Agencies  
Time Frame  Actions/Output  

A. Adoption of the agenda  ---  ---  ---  ---  

B. Presentation by host ---  ---  ---  ---  

C. TOR of CCSA --- --- --- --- 

D. 2030 Agenda Co-chairs All members  6 Oct 2017 

“Guiding Principles of Data 

Reporting and Data Sharing for 

the Global Monitoring of the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development” delivered to IAEG-

SDGs 

E. Nowcasting techniques 

OECD 

 

Co-chairs 

 

Develop idea of a 

conference 

Add item to 2018 

session 

Feb 2018 

 

Feb 2018 

 

Report by OECD at one of the 

2018 sessions 

 

F. Special Session on 

capacity development 
Bureau --- Feb 2018 

Short report on how this work 

can be conveyed to the HLG 

G. GIST UNSD --- Oct 2017 
Share main comments with 

“GIST secretariat” 

H Household Surveys FAO, UNSD --- Oct 2017 
Share comments with the ISWG-

HHS 

I. Open data WB 

Eurostat, OECD, 

AfDB, UNICEF, 

UNHCR, UNSD 

Sep 2018 
Survey on open data and other 

relevant activities 

J. Multi-year programme 
Bureau  

Secretariat 

--- 

--- 

Feb 2018 

Feb 2018 

Agendas for 2018 sessions 

Updated MYP 

K. ISI Special Session --- --- --- --- 

L. 49th UNSC Bureau 
UNSD/Secretariat; 

all members 
Feb 2018 

Decide on agenda items for joint 

statements and draft statements 

M. Other business --- --- --- --- 

N. Elections --- --- --- --- 

O. Dates/venue for 2018 

sessions  
Co-chairs  --- Feb 2017  Finalize dates for fall 2018 
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Annex I 

Agenda 

 

 

Wednesday, 27 September 2017 (09:00 – 18:00) 

 

1. Opening and adoption of agenda     

 

2. Presentation by GCC-Stat      

 

3. New TOR         

 

4. Indicator framework for the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda: 

 

 Next steps and Principles of global data reporting and data sharing  

(Oral update by UNSD and Document by FAO)      

      

5. Methdology and quantitive analysis  

Nowcasting techniques to improve timeliness (Issue paper by OECD)   

 

6. Coordination and standardization 

Special Session on "Revitalising Capacity Development in Data   

and Statistics" (Organized by Paris21)       

 

7. Coordination and standardization  

Global Network of Institutions for Statistical Training (GIST) 

 (Document by UNSD)     

 

Thursday, 28 September 2017 (09:00 – 16:00) 

 

8. Coordination and standardization       

Coordination of international household surveys: 

 A panel discussion (Moderated by FAO)  

     

9. Data collection and dissmination 

Open data policies (Issue paper by World Bank) 

           

10. Multi-Year-Programme (Document by the Co-chairs)  

 

11. ISI special CCSA session (Oral report by OECD) 

 

12. Preparation for the Commission 2018     

 

13. Other business      

 

14. Elections         



8 

 

Annex II 

 

List of documents 

 

SA/2017/5 Report of the 29th session, New York, 6 March 2017  

SA/2017/6 Provisional agenda for the 30th session  

SA/2017/7 Nowcasting techniques to improve timeliness and Powerpoint presentation  

SA/2017/8 Global Network of Institutions for Statistical Training (GIST)  

SA/2017/9 Adopting common standards and procedures for improved open data and 

microdata dissemination and Powerpoint presentation  

SA/2017/10 CCSA's Contribution to the Guidelines on Global SDG Reporting   

SA/2017/11 New TOR  

SA/2017/12 Agenda item 8: Coordination of international household surveys: A panel 

discussion  

 

Presentations:  

 

• Inter-Secretariat Working Group on Household Surveys - by UNSD  

• Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys since 1995 - by UNICEF 

  

SA/2017/13 Multi-year programme  

  

Special session on "Revitalizing Capacity Development in Data and Statistics" 

  

Agenda for the special session  

  

Presentations:  

 

• Capacity development through innovative approaches: Mobile technology 

project - by UNECA 

• Eurostat approach to international statistical cooperation - by Eurostat  

• IMF capacity development in statistics - by IMF 

• Capacity development and data dissemination in the SDG context: a new 

approach - by OECD 

• Revitalising capacity development in data and statistics - by PARIS21 

• Capacity strengthening to estimate SDG indicators at lower geographical 

levels: Small Area Estimation (SAE) - by UNFPA 

• Capacity development 4.0 - by UNHCR 

• Cape Town Global Action Plan for Sustainable Development Data - by 

UNSD 

  

Additional presentations:  

 

• Building sustainable statistical capacity for the implementation of the 

2030 agenda and the SDGs - by AITRS 
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Annex III 

List of Participants 
(In alphabetical order of the organization)    

African Development Bank (AFDB) Fessou E. Lawson f.lawson@afdb.org  

Arab Institute for Training and Research in 

Statistics (AITRS) 

Hayder Janabi 

 

hayder@aitrs.org 

 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations (FAO) 

Pietro Gennari 

 

Pietro.Gennari@fao.org 

 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) Jose Roberto Rosales jrosales@imf.org 

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 

Development (OECD)  

Martine Durand martin.durand@oecd.org 

Paris 21 Johannes Jutting johannes.jutting@oecd.org 

Statistical Centre for the GCC Member Countries 

(GCCSTAT) 

Sabir Al Harbi 

Suha Al-Ruqaishi 

Salharbi@gccstat.org  

 

Statistical, Economic and Social Research and 

Training Centre for Islamic Countries (SESRIC) 

Musa Kulaklikaya 

Atilla Karaman 

dg@sesric.org 

akaraman@sesric.org 

Statistical Office of the European Union 

(EUROSTAT) 

Cristina Pereira de Sa cristina.sa@ec.europa.eu  

United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) Mark Hereward 

Attila Hancioglu 

mhereward@unicef.org 

ahancioglu@unicef.org 

United Nations Conference on Trade and 

Development (UNCTAD) 

Steve MacFeely steve.macfeely@unctad.org 

United Nations Economic Commission for Africa 

(UNECA) 

Oliver Chinganya ochinganya@uneca.org 

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

(UNECE) 

Lidia Bratanova 

 

lidia.bratanova@unece.org 

 

United Nations Economic and Social Commission 

for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) 

Yanhong Zhang zhangy@un.org 

United Nations Economic and Social Commission 

for Western Asia (UNESCWA) 

Juraj Riecan riecan@un.org 

juraj.riecan@usa.net 

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Ludgarde Coppens ludgarde.coppens@unep.org 

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

(UNHCR) 

Andrea Pellandra 

 

pellandr@unhcr.org 

 

United Nations Human Settlements Programme 

(UN-Habitat) 

Robert Ndugwa Robert.ndugwa@unhabitat.org 

United Nations Industrial Development 

Organization (UNIDO) 

Valentin Todorov v.todorov@unido.org 

 

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

(UNODC) 

Angela Me 

 

angela.me@unodc.org 

 

United Nations Population Division (UNPD) John Wilmoth wilmoth@un.org 

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) Rachel Snow rsnow@unfpa.org 

United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD) Stefan Schweinfest 

Sabine Warschburger 

schweinfest@un.org 

warschburger@un.org 

World Bank Grant Cameron 

Gero Carletto 

gcameron1@worldbank.org 

gcarletto@worldbank.org 

World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) Clara van der Pol cvanderpol@unwto.org 

 


