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Data and capacity building for the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda 

Informal  discussion note prepared by UNSD 

Elements of guidelines/principles of data reporting/data sharing for the 2030 Sustainable 

Development Agenda (discussed on 28 September by the Meeting of the Chief Statisticians 

of the UN System). 

During the Meeting of the Chief Statisticians of the UN System, it was suggested that it would be 

useful to prepare a note needed to facilitate a discussion between international agencies and 

country statisticians on the relationship between national and international data for monitoring of 

the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda. A small working group was established to elaborate 

a proposal over the coming weeks. The note should contain/build on the following elements 

discussed, without being limited to them: 

• Recognize and explain the difference between national and regional/global reporting and 

thus data; different purposes; national reporting more focused on ‘over-time consistency’, 

whereas international reporting has the additional dimension of ‘over-space consistency’; 

make reference to existing mandates for international organisations, as given by countries. 

• Emphasize the need for standard based data to allow for global comparison; 

• To ensure ownership and use of global data, and also to comply with the explicit mandate 

contained in the 2030 SDG agenda, stress that to the extent possible global data need to 

be ‘nationally based’; 

• Describe/confine situations where international estimations/amendments are necessary: 

e.g. complete lack of national data, recognized non-compliance of national data with 

international standards, multiple inconsistent national data sources… 

• Commit to full transparency of methods used for international amendments/estimates; 

• Allow for a mechanism of prior communication with and review of the data by countries; 

• Make strong commitment to reduce national reporting burden, by using SDMX, by 

assisting countries to establish national platforms from where data can be pulled, by 

establishing appropriate, no-cost data sharing arrangements among international 

organisations (principle that each data item is only reported once by countries to 

designated international custodian). 

• Establishing the link between ‘filling data gaps’ and capacity building to enable countries 

in the long run to produce own data.    

Reference documents to be consulted (for consistency): 

ECOSOC resolution 2006/6, CCSA document on use of non-official data, UN System document 

on a Quality Assurance Framework, WHO ‘GATHER’ check list, etc. 


