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Communicating the Value of International Statistics 
 

1. In the current globalized world, more and more international and national decision 

making is also based on international statistics. Users rely on international sources to put the 

national data into perspective and to complement them with additional indicators. 

International Statistics add value to official national statistics through the transformation of 

national data to international “Global Public Goods”, provided to users in a standardized and 

comparable format across countries. International Statistics also play a role in addressing 

potential information gaps in official sources arising from changes in user-needs,  such as 

those associated with implementation of the 2030 agenda for sustainable development. 

2. However, the important role played by international statistics, particularly in reference 

to the indicators for monitoring the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)at global 

level, are not always fully recognized and valued by member countries.  With the increased 

accountability and ownership at national level for data production for indicator monitoring, 

some countries view reporting through international organizations as an unnecessary 

additional layer and would prefer to able to report directly to the United Nations Statistical 

Division.  This being the case, it has become evident that there is a need to better 

communicate the value-added proposition of international statistics in monitoring the SDGs. 

3. It is therefore proposed for the CCSA to engage in an awareness-raising campaign to 

highlight the benefits of International Statistics, and there are two upcoming opportunities for 

this to take place.   In addition to the traditional special sessions organized at the ISI World 

Statistics Congress and at the European Conference on Quality in Official Statistics, two 

forums with active country engagement are proposed.  

4. Firstly, it is suggested to hold a signature event during the 48
th

 Session of the United 

Nations Statistical Commission in 2017.   The target of this event would be to engage with 

National Statistical Offices to highlight the value of international statistics in the SDG 

monitoring process, perhaps focusing on three areas in particular such as: 

• In improving data reporting 

• In performing imputations (in particular the methodology to be applied) 

• In improving data quality (i.e. by applying a quality assurance framework) 



5. The second suggestion would be to hold a special session of the CCSA at its meeting 

in September 2017 on the subject of the value proposition of international statistics in 

monitoring the SDGs, and to take this opportunity to invite a few member countries to 

participate as observers.  During this special session, the benefits of international statistics 

would be showcased, supplemented by a discussion of successes and lessons learned in the 

process thus far, with the active participation of the invited countries.  Criteria would need to 

be established for deciding which countries to invite, with due consideration given to regional 

coverage but also targeting specifically those countries which have already expressed concern 

about the role of international statistics in SDG monitoring. 

6. CCSA members are invited to discuss this issue and to provide feedback/endorsement 

of the above two proposals. 


