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Background 
 
While the response burden of surveys to businesses and households has regularly been the subject 
of political debate – and one of the arguments put forward when national budgets for statistics are 
curtailed – remarkably little attention has been paid to assessing the direct costs of producing 
statistics, and putting all costs in relation to societal benefits that accrue from quality figures. Two 
recent initiatives stand out, however. One is countries’ efforts - under the auspices of a UN-ECE task 
force1  - to devise common ways of assessing the value (benefits) of official statistics. Another recent 
initiative is a project by Eurostat that aims at harmonising cost accounting for statistical systems in 
the Member States and wants to measure costs for main statistical products. 
  
The purpose of this special session of the CSSA is to take stock of these and any related initiatives at 
the national or international level and to assess whether the CSSA has a role to play in devising 
common approaches towards quantifying the costs and benefits of official statistics, in particular 
those at the international level. Possible projects to pursue could include basic guidance on 
methodologies or common taxonomies for the measurement of costs and outputs. 
 
Draft agenda 
 
Thursday, 29 September 2016  
 
15:45 – 15:50 Introduction (Martine Durand) 
 
15:50 – 17:00 Cost structures of statistical output 

- Eurostat initative to harmonise cost structures and to measure key statistical products 
(Pieter Everaers, Eurostat)  

- OECD experience on measuring the costs for national accounts (OECD) 
- Merits and Costs Procedure on European statistics provided by the ESCB (Werner Bier, 

ECB) 
 
17:00 – 17:15 Coffee Break 
 
17:15 – 17:50 Benefits of official statistics 

- Approaches towards assessing the value of statistics – overview of work of UN-ECE Task 
force (Lidia Bratanova, UN-ECE) 

- Returns on Investment in Official Statistics: Two Methods and Applications (Thilo Klein, 
PARIS21) 

 
17:50 – 18:00 Implications for CCSA work 

                                                           
1
 http://www.unece.org/statistics/statsexperts/task-force-on-the-value-of-official-statistics.html 

http://www.unece.org/statistics/statsexperts/task-force-on-the-value-of-official-statistics.html

