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The Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities (CCSA) organised a special session on 

“Serving policy making with international statistics – Use of non-official sources in international 

statistics” at the European Conference on quality in official statistics, which took place in Vienna at 

the Schönbrunn Palace Conference Centre on 2-5 June 2014.1 

The session was chaired by the CCSA Co-Chair Mr Werner Bier, Deputy Director General, 

Statistics of the European Central Bank, and the CCSA Co-Chair Mr Pietro Gennari, Chief 

Statistician and Director, Statistics Division, of FAO provided the concluding remarks at the end of 

the session. The five CCSA contributions presented case studies on how the CCSA Recommended 

Practices on the Use of Non-Official Sources in International Statistics,2 published in November 

2013, are applied by the respective international organisation. The programme, associated papers 

and presentations are published on the Conference website in addition to the CCSA web-site3. 

In his welcoming remarks Mr Werner Bier introduced the CCSA and the Recommended Practices 

on the Use of Non-Official Sources and explained that official statistics is typically the best source 

of information for data used by international organisations (IOs), however, there are instances when 

IOs need to use non-official sources to fill gaps or to improve data quality and comparability. 

Mrs Angela Me, Chief, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, presented the topic of “The use 

of official and non-official statistics: an issue of quality or process?” Mrs Me highlighted the case 

where an IO has to make choices on the criteria to be applied for publishing data; for instance to 

apply a criterion exclusively based on data quality or a criterion based on institutional roles. While 

in the large majority of cases, the data quality criteria used by IOs matches the one used by national 

authorities, there are instances where there is a discrepancy and where IOs may need to make 

adjustments to official national statistics for comparability reasons. 

                                                             
1 Official website for the Conference programme: http://www.q2014.at/home.html. 
2 Please refer to the CCSA document “The use of non-official sources in international statistics”: 

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/accsub-public/practices.pdf 
3 Please refer to the CCSA website: http://unstats.un.org/unsd/accsub-public/data-quality.htm. 
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Mr Shyam Upadhyaya, Chief Statistician, United Nations Industrial Development Organization, 

presented the paper on the "Use of non-official sources for transforming national data into an 

international statistical product – UNIDO’s experience”. Mr Upadhyaya presented two main 

challenges faced by IOs. First, cases where data reported by national statistical authorities are not 

adjusted when being presented in international publications, and second, the challenge of 

safeguarding the international comparability, for which IOs are typically required to introduce 

adjustments to official data. Mr Upadhyaya explained the five stages of transformation, which are 

applied by UNIDO for publishing coherent sets of statistics. 

Mr Pietro Gennari, Chief Statistician, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

presented the paper on "Use of Non-Official Sources for International Food Security and 

Agricultural Statistics”. Mr. Gennari highlighted that IOs fulfil a specific function as provider of 

timely and relevant global public goods. In performing this function, IOs may need to rely on non-

official sources for a variety of purposes, in some cases by directly collecting data to fill 

information gaps in official sources. Whenever possible, however, these activities should be 

combined with capacity development work for national handover and long-term sustainability. He 

added that strengthened statistics governance systems, where countries endorse the statistical 

programmes of IOs and peer-review their data, may also help to mitigate the potential tension 

between IOs and NSOs. Mr. Gennari illustrated specific cases where non-official sources are used 

at FAO, with the “Voices of the Hungry” project featured as a prominent example. 

Mr Per Nymand-Andersen, Adviser at the European Central Bank, presented the paper jointly 

prepared with Mr Werner Bier on “The use of non-official sources in official international 

economic and financial statistics”. Mr Nymand-Andersen demonstrated, via two cases, that IOs 

may use as a last resort non-official sources to enhance the quality and comparability of 

international statistics and called for a closer cooperation among national statistical authorities and 

IOs and among IOs themselves to promote common concepts and a common and detailed 

methodology. 

Mr Pieter Everaers, Director Cooperation in the European Statistical System; International 

Cooperation, Eurostat presented the paper on “Quality assurance in the global statistical system- 

the role of CCSA”. Mr Pieter Everaers highlighted the important role IOs play in the quality 

assurance of the Global Statistical System and the new challenges faced by IOs in enhancing quality 

levels and the governance of statistics for better polices, leading to the use of non-official data 

sources and the necessity to improve the transparency of sources and methods applied. 

The CCSA presentations were followed by “questions and answers” before being closed by Mr 

Pietro Gennari, who highlighted the main outcomes of the session and expressed the need for 

closer cooperation between the national statistics authorities and the IOs. 


