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Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities SA/2014/6 
Twenty-third Session 3 March 2014 
New York, 3 March 2014 
================================================================= 
 

Report of the 23rd Session of the 
Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities 

 
I.  Introduction 
 
1. The twenty-third session of the Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities 
(CCSA) was held in New York on 3 March 2014 on the margin of the 45th session of the United 
Nations Statistical Commission. The session was chaired by the two Co-Chairs of the Committee 
- Mr. Werner Bier, Deputy Director General, Statistics of the European Central Bank and Mr. 
Pietro Gennari, Chief Statistician and Director, Statistics Division, of FAO. The agenda, 
documents presented and the list of participants of the present session are attached as Annexes I, 
II and III, respectively. 
 
II.  Work of the CCSA Session 
 
A.  Welcome and adoption of the agenda  
 
2.  The Co-Chairs welcomed the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs (UNOCHA) and the Statistical Center for the GCC member states (GCCSTAT) as new 
Committee members.  
 
3. The Committee adopted the provisional agenda (see Annex I).  
 
B.  Preparation of the 45th Session of the UN Statistical Commission 
 
4. During the special session on the “Future of CCSA” in September 2012 in Frankfurt, 
CCSA had decided to work on joint positions on UN Statistical Commission agenda items that are 
important to CCSA and that CCSA would devote most of its February session to finalizing such 
joint positions. The first joint statements were delivered during the 44th Session of the UN 
Statistical Commission in 2013. 
 
5. The Committee decided at its 22nd Session to work on joint statements for the 45th session 
of the Statistical Commission for the following agenda items and identified lead organizations for 
each as follows:  
  

3(a) Implementation of the Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics (Co-Chairs)  
3(c) Programme review: broader measures of progress (Eurostat, PARIS21)  
3(d) National accounts (with a focus on SDMX) (AfDB, ECB)  
3(j) Big data and modernization of statistical system (ECE, IMF)  
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The Co-Chairs together with the lead agencies prepared four drafts for joint CCSA statements 
contained in SA/2014/2. The Co-Chairs, Eurostat, the ECB and ECE introduced the respective 
draft joint statements.    
 
6.  The Committee reiterated that any joint statements needed to meet a high degree of 
support by members in order to mandate the Co-Chairs to speak on behalf of the CCSA. The 
Committee further stressed again that a joint CCSA statement on an agenda item would not 
exclude (neither supporting nor diverging) interventions of other CCSA members on the same 
agenda item. 
 
Conclusions 
 
7. CCSA agreed that the Co-Chairs will make joint statements on behalf of the CCSA on 
agenda items 3(a) Implementation of the Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics, 3(c) 
Programme review: broader measures of progress, and 3(d) National accounts. The Committee 
decided not to proceed with a joint statement on agenda item 3(j) Big data and modernization of 
statistical system, as there was no sufficient support. The final version of the three statements are 
contained in annex iv.  
 
C.  Principles Governing International Statistical Activities 
 
8. At its 22nd Session the Committee reaffirmed the Principles as still valid and decided to 
slightly revise the preamble to reflect the fact that the Fundamental Principles of Official 
Statistics were recently endorsed by the Economic and Social Council and now also by the UN 
General Assembly. The revised preamble is contained in document SA/2014/3.Add1. 
 
9. Based on the Committee request, the Co-Chairs also wrote to the member organizations 
that have not subscribed to the Principles yet and invited them to do so now. Several 
organizations have already responded favourably. Furthermore, FAO developed a questionnaire 
on the implementation of the Principles presented in document SA/2014/3.  
 
Conclusions 
 
10. The Committee endorsed the revised preamble as contained in document 
SA/2014/3.Add1. The revised preamble will be posted on the website.  
 
11. The Committee decided to proceed with the questionnaire. It was suggested to include 
additional questions on the barriers hindering the implementation of the Principles and on gauging 
whether there is an interest for a formal endorsement by organizations. Some members requested 
that anonymity of respondents is ensured. Committee members will be able to submit comments 
on the questionnaire until end March, at which time, FAO and UNSD will finalize the 
questionnaire. The questionnaire should be sent to all members before the summer and results 
should be reported in aggregated format by the Co-Chairs to the Committee at its 24th session to 
be held in September 2014, when the Committee will also discuss the level of endorsement that is 
being sought for these Principles. 
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D.   Dissemination of Microdata by International Agencies 
 
12. Under this agenda item the Committee considered report SA/2014/4 on “Microdata 
dissemination best practices” prepared by the task team on the dissemination of microdata by 
international organizations under the leadership of the World Bank.  
 
Conclusions 
 
13. The Committee thanked the task team for finishing its work and endorsed the document 
with an amended last paragraph provided by FAO as follows: “The CCSA is invited to 
recommend the adoption of the DDI metadata standard for microdata by International Agencies 
and to promote its use by member countries.” The document will be released on the CCSA 
website (with the amended paragraph) as CCSA output. 
 
E.  Post-2015 Development Agenda   
 
14. The Committee received an oral briefing from UNSD on recent developments in this area, 
e.g. with regards to the work of the Open Working Group and the Statistical Briefs prepared for 
the Open Working Group.  
 
Conclusions 
 
15.  The Committee will keep this item on the agenda of future sessions to foster further 
information exchanges in this area. 
 
F.  Q2014 
 
16.  The ECB briefed the Committee on the status of preparations for the CCSA session at the 
Q2014 in June 2014 in Vienna. The programme of the session, entitled “Use of Non-Official 
Sources in International Statistics”, is available in document SA/2014/5 and abstracts are 
presented in document SA/2014/5/Add.1. 
 
17. The Committee thanked the ECB for its leadership in organizing this session. The 
Committee, furthermore, agreed to reserve a slot for a CCSA session for the 2015 ISI World 
Statistics Congress.  
 
G.  Agenda and dates of the 24th session of the Committee 
 
18. The Committee confirmed that its 24th session will be hosted by the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations in Rome from 11-12 September 2014. 
 
19.  The Committee considered a draft provisional agenda for the 24th session as distributed in 
an informal document. A proposal was made to discuss “country names and boundaries” in future 
CCSA sessions. In this context it was suggested that the UN Systems Meeting look into this 
matter first. UNSD will keep CCSA informed on this.  The draft provisional agenda is available 
in annex V.  
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H.  Other business 
 
20. The Committee thanked Mr. Hendrik van der Pol from the UNESCO Institute for 
Statistics for his contributions over many years to the work of CCSA. Mr. van der Pol, who 
hosted the 8th Session of CCSA in Montreal in 2006, is scheduled to retire before the 24th session 
in September. 
 
I.  Actions to be taken by the Committee 
 

 
Action 

 

 
Lead Agency 

 

 
Participating 

Agencies 
 

 
Deadline 

 
Output 

1. Preparation of the 45th 
Session of the UNSC 

Co-chairs --- 3 March 2014 Joint statements 

2. Principles Governing 
International Statistical 
Activities 

Secretariat 
 

Co-Chairs 

---- 
 

All members 

March 2014 
 

March 2014 

Post new preamble online 
 
Report on implementation 

3. Dissemination of 
microdata 

Secretariat ----- March 2014 Post final document online 

4. Other business Co-chairs All members May 2014 Reserve a slot for a CCSA 
session at the ISI WSC 2015 
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Annex I 
 

Provisional agenda 
 
 
Monday, 3 March 2014 
 
9 am – 11:45 am 
 
1. Welcome and adoption of agenda (5 minutes) 
 
2. Preparation of the 45th Session of the UN Statistical Commission  (90 minutes) 
  
 Agenda items: 3(a) Implementation of the Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics 
   3(c) Programme review: broader measures of progress 
   3(d) National accounts 
   3(j) Big data and modernization of statistical system 
 
3. Principles Governing International Statistical Activities (20 minutes) 
 
4. Dissemination of Microdata by International Agencies (20 minutes) 
 
5. Post-2015 Development Agenda (information exchange) (15 minutes) 
 
6. Q2014  (5 minutes) 
 
7. Agenda and dates for the 24th Session (5 minutes) 
 
8. Other business  (5 minutes) 
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Annex II 
 

List of documents 
 
SA/2013/23 Report of the 22nd session, Ankara, 4-6 September 2013 
 
SA/2014/1 Provisional agenda for the 23rd session  
 
SA/2014/2 Preparation of the 45th session of the UN Statistical Commission – Prepared by 

the Co-Chairs 
 

Agenda items: 
 
3 (a) Implementation of the Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics 
3 (c) Programme review: broader measures of progress  
3 (d) National accounts 
3 (j)  Big data and modernization of statistical system 

 
SA/2014/3 Global Assessment of the Implementation of Principles Governing 

International Statistical Activities – Prepared by FAO 
 
SA/2014/3/Add.1 Principles Governing International Statistical Activities – Prepared b the Co-

Chairs 
 
SA/2014/4 Dissemination of Microdata by International Agencies – Prepared by the Task 

Team 
 
SA/2014/5 Proposal for a CCSA session on international statistics at the Conference on 

Quality in Official Statistics in Vienna “Call for CCSA presenter” – Prepared 
by ECB 

 
SA/2014/5/Add.1 Abstracts of presentations 
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Annex III 
 

List of Participants 
(In alphabetical order of the organization)  

   
African Development Bank (AfDB) Charles Leyeka Lufumpa c.lufumpa@afdb.org 
Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Philomen Harrison harrison@caricom.org 
European Central Bank (ECB) Werner Bier 

Per Nymand-Andersen 
werner.bier@ecb.int 
per.nymand-andersen@ecb.int 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO) 

Pietro Gennari 
 

Pietro.Gennari@fao.org 

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Andrii Gritsevskyi a.gritsevskyi@iaea.org 

International Labour Organization (ILO) Rafael Diez de Medina diez@ilo.org 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) Louis Marc Ducharme 

Qi He 
lducharme@imf.org 
qhe@imf.org 

International Telecommunication Union (ITU) Vanessa Gray vanessa.gray@itu.int 
Interstate Statistical Committee of the 
Commonwealth of Independent States 
(CISSTAT) 

Andrey Kosarev kosarev_ae@inbox.ru  
 

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD)  

Martine Durand 
Paul Schreyer 

martine.durand@oecd.org 
paul.schreyer@oecd.org 

Paris 21 Johannes Jutting 
Margo Cointreau 

johannes.jutting@oecd.org 
margo.cointreau@oecd.org 

Statistical Centre for the GCC  Member 
Countries (GCCSTAT) 

Sabir Al-Harbi 
Hessa AlJanahi 

salharbi@gccstat.org 
haljanahi@gccstat.org 

Statistical, Economic and Social Research and 
Training Centre for Islamic Countries 
(SESRIC) 

Savas Alpay 
Zehra Selcuk 

salpay@sesric.org 
zkoc@sesric.org 

Statistical Office of the European Union 
(EUROSTAT) 

Cristina Pereira de Sa cristina.sa@ec.europa.eu 

United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) Tessa Wardlaw 
Claes Johansson 

twardlaw@unicef.org 
cjohansson@unicef.org 

United Nations Economic Commission for 
Africa (UNECA) 

Chukwudozie Ezigbalike 
 

ezigbalike.uneca@un.org 
 

United Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe (UNECE) 

Lidia Bratanova 
Steven Vale 

lidia.bratanova@unece.org 
steven.vale@unece.org 

United Nations Economic Commission for 
Latin America and the Caribbean 
(UNECLAC) 

Daniel Taccari 
Xavier Mancero 

daniel.taccari@cepal.org 
Xavier.mancero@cepal.org 

United Nations Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
(UNESCAP) 

Rikke Munk Hansen 
Margarita F. Guerrero (SIAP) 

hansenrm@un.org 
querrero@unsiap.or.jp 

United Nations Economic and Social 
Commission for Western Asia (UNESCWA)  

Juraj Riecan riecan@un.org 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

Hendrik van der Pol h.van-der-pol@uis.unesco.org 

United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) 

Tarek Abou Chabake abouchab@unhcr.org 
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United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization (UNIDO) 

Shyam Upadhyaya s.upadhyaya@unido.org 
 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) 

Javier Teran teran1@un.org 

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC) 

Angela Me angela.me@unodc.org 
 

United Nations Population Division (UNPD) Barney Cohen cohenb@un.org 
United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD) Stefan Schweinfest 

Matthias Reister 
Sabine Warschburger 

schweinfest@un.org 
reister@un.org 
warschburger@un.org 

World Bank Haishan Fu hfu1@worldbank.org 
World Health Organization (WHO/PAHO) Ties Boerma boermat@who.int 
World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) Oliver Herrmann 

Clara van der Pol 
oherrmann@unwto.org 
cvanderpol@unwto.org 

World Trade Organization (WTO) Hubert Escaith hubert.escaith@wto.org 
   
Observer organizations   
   
Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC) Gerald Haberkorn geraldh@spc.int 
UN Women Papa Seck papa.seck@unwomen.org 

 
 



 

 9 

Annex IV 
 

CCSA joint statements for the UNSC – March 2014 
 
CCSA joint position on the “Implementation of the Fundamental Principles of Official 
Statistics”. UNSC agenda item 3(a); 
  
I am providing a joint statement on behalf of the Committee for the Coordination of Statistical 
Activities (CCSA), which consists of 41 international and supranational organizations promoting 
the inter-agency coordination and cooperation on statistics. 
 
The Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities (CCSA) 
 
• CONGRATULATES the Commission on the endorsement of the Fundamental Principles of 

Official Statistics by the UN General Assembly; 
 

• INFORMS the Commission that in September 2005 the CCSA endorsed the Principles 
Governing International Statistical Activities, which are based on the Fundamental Principles 
of Official Statistics and adapted to the work of International Agencies. These Principles are 
further specified with best practices that should guide International Agencies in their 
implementation. The 22nd session of the CCSA held in Ankara in September 2013 reaffirmed 
the importance and validity of the Principles and decided to slightly revise the preamble to 
reflect modifications introduced in the Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics; 

 
• INFORMS the Commission that the CCSA is monitoring the implementation of the Principles 

Governing International Statistical Activities via a questionnaire to its members; follow up 
actions shall be on the Committee’s agenda during the 24th session in Rome in September 
2014. 

 
CCSA joint position on “The report by the Friends of the Chair Group on Broader 
Measures of Progress”. UNSC agenda item 3(c); 
 
I am providing a joint statement on behalf of the Committee for the Coordination of Statistical 
Activities (CCSA), which consists of 41 international and supranational organizations promoting 
the inter-agency coordination and cooperation on statistics. 
 
The Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities (CCSA) 
 
• WELCOMES the discussion on broader measures of progress and the review by the Friends 

of the Chair group of the existing proposals for a post-2015 development agenda; 
• SUPPORTS the key messages for policymakers and the strong emphasis on the need to 

develop a technically sound new monitoring framework;  
• WELCOMES the greater role foreseen for regional organisations and existing partnerships;  
• STRESSES the active participation of its members in the works of the Friends of the Chair 

group by contributing to the preparation of the statistical notes;  
• RECONFIRMS that its members stand ready to further support this process and the proposed 

work programme of the Friends of the Chair group; 



 

 10 

• STANDS READY to engage in the data revolution by assisting countries, through the 
implementation of the Busan Action Plan for Statistics, in building permanent and sustainable 
in-country statistical capacities. 

 
CCSA joint position on the “Report of the Inter-secretariat Working Group on National 
Accounts”. UNSC agenda item 3 (d); 
 
I am providing a joint statement on behalf of the Committee for the Coordination of Statistical 
Activities (CCSA), which consists of 41 international and supranational organizations promoting 
the inter-agency coordination and cooperation on statistics. 
 
The Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities (CCSA) 
 
• WELCOMES and SUPPORTS the report of the Inter-secretariat Working Group on National 

Accounts, notably the emphasis placed on the need to scale up efforts towards the 
implementation of the SNA and related statistics at the national level. CCSA members already 
active in the field of national accounts stand ready to contribute to these efforts in a 
coordinated way; 

• RECALLS the request of the Statistical Commission at its session in 2013 to ensure that the 
collection, validation and dissemination of the data collected from countries are harmonised 
and that unnecessary duplications are avoided; 

• ENCOURAGES the increasing use of the Statistical Data and Metadata eXchange (SDMX) 
format together with the globally harmonised Data Structure Definition on national accounts 
and other statistics; 

• STANDS READY to support a close cooperation between regional organizations and 
international organizations when collecting and validating statistics from countries as well as 
to continuously enhance accessibility of internationally harmonised national accounts and 
related statistics. 
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Annex V 
 
 

         Provisional agenda for the 24th Session  
 
 
1. Welcome and adoption of agenda  
 
2. Principles Governing International Statistical Activities (FAO, UNSD) 
 
3. Post-2015 Development Agenda (UNSD) 
 
4.  Special session: “Organizational aspects of SDMX implementation” 
 (Organized by the ECB) 
 
5.  Review of working methods of the CCSA (ECE, Co-Chairs) 
 
6. Preparation of the 46th Session of the UN Statistical Commission (Oral report by UNSD) 
 
7. Agenda and dates for the 25th and 26th Sessions  
 
8. Other business   
 

• Q2014 
• ISI 2015 

 


