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I. Background 
 
1.  Geospatial information (or location-based information) is increasingly used by 
governments, organizations and individuals across the globe to support modelling and 
analysis to understand complex situations and to enable effective decision making. The 
value of accurate and reliable geospatial information, especially in the context of 
monitoring sustainable development was explicitly recognized1 in the Rio+20 outcome 
document “The future we want”. 
 
2.   After wide-ranging consultations with Member States and relevant stakeholders, 
the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) recognized the need to 
promote international cooperation in the field of global geospatial information and 
decided in its substantive session in Geneva, in July 2011, to formally establish the 
United Nations Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management 
(UN-GGIM) (see ECOSOC resolution 2011/242). The work of the Committee is 
supported by the Statistics Division of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
and the Cartographic Section of the Department of Field Support. 
 
3.   The Committee of Experts on GGIM, as an intergovernmental body, is bringing 
together, for the first time at the global level, government experts from all Member States 
to consult on the rapidly changing field of geospatial information and to promote 
national, regional and global efforts in order to foster the exchange of knowledge and 
expertise and to assist developing countries in building and strengthening their national 
capacities in this field. The Committee sessions are formal UN inter-governmental 
meetings, organized at least once a year and report directly to ECOSOC.  
 

                                                 
1  cf. paras. 187 and 274 
2 ECOSOC resolution 2011/24 on the Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information 
Management: “The Economic and Social Council,…Decides, in this regard, to establish the Committee of 
Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management, in accordance with the terms of reference 
contained in the annex to the present resolution, to be established and administered within existing 
resources and organized accordingly, and requests the Committee to present to the Economic and Social 
Council in 2016 a comprehensive review of all aspects of its work and operations, in order to allow 
Member States to assess its effectiveness; 
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 4.   The UN Committee of Experts on GGIM convened its inaugural session on 26 
October 2011 in Seoul, Republic of Korea, which was attended by representatives from 
87 countries and major international/regional organizations. The second session of the 
Committee was held in New York, 13-15 August 2012.  
 
5.    The Third Session of the Committee, recently (24-26 July 2013) held in 
Cambridge, United Kingdom, discussed in-depth some geospatial information challenges 
and adopted recommendations3, such as: (i) Recognizing the importance for countries to 
build their national reference system and participate in the building of the Global 
Geodetic Reference Frame and maintaining it; (ii) Welcoming the formation of regional 
committees on GGIM, such as UN-GGIM-Asia & the Pacific and UN-GGIM for the 
Arab States, and the progress made towards the establishment of UN-GGIM Europe as 
well the interest and consideration expressed by other regions, including the Americas 
and Africa, to create similar UN-GGIM regional entities, which reflects the importance 
and usefulness of the work of UN-GGIM; (iii) Integrating geospatial information and 
statistical information has been considered as a major issue to be carried out by UN-
GGIM and countries are willing to participate in an UN Group of Experts, established by 
the UN Statistical Commission in 2013. 
 
II. Integration of Statistics and Geospatial Info 

6.   As mentioned above, geospatial information has become ubiquitous in almost 
every aspect of government, the economy and everyday life. At the same time, there is an 
increasing realization from planners, programme managers and policy makers that socio-
economic data are related to human activities that can be geographically referenced. The 
geographic dimension is indeed increasingly considered as key to virtually all national 
statistics, providing the spatial framework and the structure for collecting, processing, 
storing and aggregating the data. Furthermore, it has become recognized that “adding 
location information increases the value of statistics”.4  

7.   Earlier efforts regarding the integration of statistical and geospatial 
information were undertaken in the context of the 2010 World Population and 
Housing Census Programme. In response to the needs expressed by many countries 
for the use of geospatial tools and methodologies in their statistical activities, and 
particularly in support of their census activities, the United Nations Statistics Division 
(UNSD) had prepared guidelines for managers and census cartographers, in a form 
of a Handbook5, and organized regional workshops on census mapping in all the 
regions of the world. Subsequently, in 2011 an international Seminar on ‘Integrating 
Statistical and Geospatial Information - Issues and Challenges’ took place in Seoul 
on 27 October, as a side event of the High Level Forum on Global Geospatial 
                                                 
3 See report of the Third Session of the UN Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information 
Management E/C.20/2013/17 at http://ggim.un.org/ggim_committee.html 
4 (Programme review prepared by the Australian Bureau of Statistics for the 2013 session of the UN 
Statistical Commission: E/CN.3/2013/2, para.1, available at: 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/sc2013.htm). 
5 Handbook on Geospatial Infrastructure in Support of Census Activities, UN publication, 2009, 
ST/ESA/STAT/SER.F/103:  
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Information Management (GGIM) and the Inaugural Session of the UN Committee 
of Experts on GGIM. It was co-organized by Statistics Korea, US Census Bureau, 
Eurostat, and United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD). The Seminar was 
attended by 62 participants, from 31 countries and 5 organizations (4 UN agencies 
and one private company). 

8.    Then, at its 44th Session in February 2013, the Statistical Commission 
adopted the decision 44/1016 “Programme review: developing a statistical-spatial 
framework in national statistics” in which it “strongly supported the linking of socio-
economic and environmental data to a location in order to enrich and maximize the 
potential of statistical information”, “welcomed the proposal of an international 
conference as a way of outreach and best practices, bringing together both statistical and 
geospatial (professional) communities” as well as “the proposal to develop an 
international statistical geospatial framework”, and “requested the United Nations 
Statistics Division to establish an Expert Group composed of representatives of both 
statistical and geospatial communities to carry the work on developing a statistical spatial 
framework as a global standard for the integration of statistical and geospatial 
information” and to address various technical, institutional and information policy issues. 

9.  Furthermore, the Third Session of the UN Committee of Experts on Global 
Geospatial Information Management (UN-GGIM), held recently in Cambridge, United 
Kingdom, 24-26 July 2013, adopted its decision 3/107, in which it “supported the 
decision by the Statistical Commission to create an Expert Group on the integration of 
geospatial information and statistical information, comprising members of both the 
statistical and geospatial communities”. UNSD has initiated the formation of the expert 
group by circulating proposed draft terms of reference and by inviting those countries 
that had expressed their interest to an initial meeting from 30 October – 1 November 
2013 in New York. 
 
III. Interagency cooperation 
 
10. Comparable to the CSSA, the UN Geographic Information Working Group 
(UNGIWG) is an inter-agency working group, 7 established in March 2000, to coordinate 
activities and recommend guidelines and policies concerning geospatial information 
within the UN system. The Working Group consists of focal points from agencies 
throughout the UN system.  
 
11. UNGIWG is currently trying to develop the UN Spatial Data Infrastructure 
(UNDSI), an inter-agency initiative born out of the necessity to establish a 
comprehensive, decentralized geospatial information framework that facilitates decision-

                                                 
6 Report of the Statistical Commission (E/2013/24 E/CN.3/2013/33), page 7, available at 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/sc2013.htm. 
7 According to their website <http://www.ungiwg.org>, the UNGIWG currently has the following 
members: CTBTO, ECA, ECE, ECLAC, ESCAP, FAO, IAEA, ICAO, ITU, UN-HABITAT, UN/DESA, 
UN/DM, UN/DPA, UN/DPI, UN/DPKO, UN/DSS, UN/OCHA, UN/OLA, UN/OOSA, UN/UNOG, 
UNAIDS, UNDP, UNEP, UNESCO, UNFPA, UNHCR, UNICEF, UNITAR, UNODC, UNOPS, UNU, 
WB, WFP, WHO and WMO.  
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making at all levels. Another initiative, launched in 2001 under the umbrella of 
UNGIWG, is the Second Administrative Level Boundaries (SALB) dataset project which 
aims to provide the international community with a working platform that covers all the 
UN Member States for the collection, management, visualization and sharing of 
data/information down to the second administrative level. The project, developed under 
the leadership of WHO, has been handed over in 2011 to the UN Secretariat (a joint team 
from UNSD, for coordination and policy issues, and UN Cartographic Section for 
technical issues). 
 
12. In adopting its decision 3/110 on the activities on geospatial information within 
the United Nations system, the Third Session of the UN-GGIM “Urged international 
organizations and agencies, within and outside the UN system, which collect geospatial 
data from countries to make them available in a transparent and coordinated manner, 
while respecting the need to keep the efforts technical in nature, so as to not raise 
political concerns”; and “Stressed the need for better coordination and clarification of 
roles and responsibilities of geospatial information management activities, both within 
and outside the UN system, and requested the Secretariat and UNGIWG to work together 
and report back to the Committee.” 
 
IV. Points for discussion 
 
13. It is worth noting that a number of UN entities which are members of UNGIWG 
are also members of the CSSA. This raises the question of the degree of 
cooperation/integration between the statistical and geospatial units within the same UN 
entity?  Also, to what extent could and should there be a link between CCSA and 
UNGIWG?  Finally to what extent the CCSA, or individual members of the Committee 
want to get involved in the work of the Expert Group? 
 


