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its achievements and the way forward 
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I. CCSA history 

1. In September 2002, the UN Statistics Division called an inter-agency meeting 
in response to the request by the UN Statistical Commission at its 33rd session, that 
international organizations (IOs) “develop a new system for effective coordination 
given that the ACC Subcommittee on Statistical Activities had been disbanded as of 
December 2001”. Participants agreed to establish the Committee for the Coordination 
of Statistical Activities (CCSA) as the future format of inter-agency coordination in 
the area of statistics and discussed the proposed terms of reference for the newly 
formed committee. The CCSA adopted its terms of references (ToRs) during its first 
formal meeting held on 3 March 2003.1 

II. Work of the Committee 

2. The ToRs of the CCSA were reviewed in-depth in September 2008 at the 12th 
session making a clear distinction between the Missions, Key activities and Functions 
on one hand and the Working Modalities on the other hand. It was emphasized "that 
the CCSA aims to contribute in an active way to the development, integration and 
coordination of the global statistical system, making clear that it is not just the CCSA 
that is involved in these types of activities".  

3. The key activities and functions of the CCSA are summarized along the 
following lines: 

1. Efficient functioning of the statistical system by contributing to the 
coordination of statistical activities of international organizations in order 
to promote good statistical practices and the mutual consistency of 
disseminated data, minimize duplication and reduce the reporting and 
meetings burden on countries;  

2. Development, adoption and use by international organizations of common 
standards and platforms for the production of data and metadata, with the 
aim of creating a coordinated, global and high-quality statistical system; 

3. Development of methodologies by contributing to the coordination of the 
work on methodological development in statistics, aiming at ensuring 

                                                 
1 See SA/2006/16 A note on CCSA history and current functions prepared and presented by UNSD at 

the 8th session of the CCSA. 
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internationally agreed standards for official statistics and facilitating their 
use in countries and international organizations; 

4. Inter-institutional support by providing a forum for its members to share 
experiences and best practices and provide guidance and suggestions on 
how to address challenges related to international statistical activities, 
including the availability, quality and interchange of data and 
organizational aspects; 

5. Outreach by promoting and contributing to the coordination of the design 
and delivery of the capacity-building services of its members in official 
statistics; 

6. Advocacy for statistics by sharing experiences about ways to promote and 
gain recognition for the role of statistics within international organizations, 
for the implementation of the Principles Governing Statistical Activities 
and for maintaining and improving the suitability of governance 
arrangements that are supportive to that function. 

4. The issue of whether the coordination among agencies should cover all areas 
of work or rather a core set of activities that members have in common (burden 
reduction, dissemination, use of IT tools, classifications, missing data problems, 
quality) was discussed thereafter. Subsequently the CCSA programme of work 
contained elements that are not core for all organizations but are considered relevant 
for a substantial subset of members. 

III. CCSA: achievements in 10 years and 20 sessions 

5. The attached sheet (ToRs and Achievements of CCSA.xls) presents an 
overview of the main subjects covered by the CCSA during its ten years of existence 
and the main results obtained in the: 

i. Share of information, knowledge and experience 
ii. Production of best practices, principles and guidelines 
iii. Development of tools. 

6. Lessons learned may be the following: 

 Many topics were tackled by the CCSA and amongst them, special 
attention was given to: 

- Governance of the Global Statistical System 
- Quality 
- Human capital 
- Statistical capacity building 
- Modalities of data sharing among international organisations 
- Data exchange (SDMX) 

 The CCSA was rather successful as a forum stimulating the share of 
information, knowledge and experience between its members. Special sessions 
on quality, human capital, and communication gave participants the 
opportunity to learn more about practices of other IOs in selected areas. 

 The CCSA discussions have also realized the production of best 
practices and guidelines. The preparation of the "Principles governing 
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international activities" is a noticeable achievement. A recommendation on 
"The dissemination of microdata" should be another one in the near future. 

 However, there is no evaluation and feedback on how international 
organizations implemented these best practices, even if CCSA members have 
endorsed them. Finally, to what extent has the quality of the statistics released 
by the "international statistical system" improved during the last years, and if 
so, what was the contribution of CCSA in it?  

 In the development of methodologies, some papers such as the 
"Aggregation of national data to regional and global estimates" or the "Use of 
population estimates in the computation of indicators" are reference 
documents. The next one may be the "Use of different data sources for the 
production of international statistics". CCSA should consider how to make 
these pieces of work sufficiently visible. 

 Concrete results were reached in some other areas:  
- The release of general non-binding best practices for the modalities 
to share data and metadata among international organisations highly 
contributes to minimize duplication and reduce the reporting burdens on 
countries; 
- The gradual implementation of SDMX is an example of the 
development, adoption and use by international organizations of 
common standards for data and metadata exchange made possible under 
the auspices of CCSA; 
- The release of PRESS reports provides an annual overview of 
technical cooperation activities in the world based on inputs from IOs for 
a better coordination and best use of resources devoted to capacity 
building; 
- The development of a Global inventory of statistical standards; 
- The availability of a directory of the organizations members of the 
CCSA; 
- The inventory of groups, task teams and other coordination 
mechanisms in the international statistical system presented by Eurostat 
at the 12th session (2008) but not updated afterwards. 

 Despite intensive discussions and contributions of participants, CCSA 
could not achieve significant results on some other subjects. Human capital is, 
to a certain extent, one example and attempts to share trainings or foster staff 
exchanges proved to be difficult to implement. The repository, in preparation, 
of job profiles of statisticians working in international statistics should be 
useful for CCSA members as a benchmark for their own posts and for 
preparation of new ones. 

 Even if many activities of CCSA have finally contributed to introduce or 
strengthen good statistical practices in IOs, there was no direct attempt to 
promote the mutual consistency of disseminated data. From the end-user 
perspective, the IOs disseminate different series with significant discrepancies 
in some cases on some core subjects such as national accounts, some 
components of the balance of payments, international trade, employment, 
demography etc. The global statistical system which has demonstrated its 
capability to elaborate frameworks and standards and prepare manuals for 
compilers has not yet pushed its quality approach by releasing "the" best 
reference series compiled accordingly to the standards that it has defined.  
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 The working modalities of the CCSA state that representation should be 
at the level of Director of an organization's statistical service and participation 
at the highest statistical level is considered indispensable for the effectiveness 
of the Committee's work. However, some of their collaborators were involved 
in the preparation of contributions to the CCSA work, but frequently operating 
behind the scenes. Should they be encouraged to contribute more openly and 
be given opportunities to work together? This issue was not discussed but the 
decision by the CCSA to delegate to selected colleagues the animation of the 
network of statisticians working in IOs is clearly a signal in this direction. 

 The constraints of the governance arrangements of the CCSA members 
were never ignored and generally were overcome by the willingness of 
participants to preserve consensus and by looking for balanced and 
constructive decisions. 

IV. CCSA: future agenda 

7. On the basis of this stocktaking exercise, CCSA could decide to focus its 
activities in areas that are most relevant to the statistics function of international 
organisations. The dissemination of high quality statistics in general and specifically 
the "mutual consistency of disseminated data" is one of them. It is a major issue since 
the global statistical system is at the end evaluated on its capability to release reliable 
statistics. The proposed approach could be the following: 

A. Coordination of statistical activities on the agenda of global committees 

8. The CCSA is providing an ideal forum for exchanging views on (while not 
deciding upon) main initiatives on the agendas of global committees. The objectives 
would be: 

a) to keep the heads of the statistics function of international organisations 
informed upon main initiatives of global committees; 
b) to provide a forum for exchanging views on high-level priorities among 
different initiatives and their time schedule; 
c) to formulate an opinion on the priority setting for submission to the 
global committees in case of need and where there is a large majority of the 
CCSA members; 
d) to coordinate in general terms that the international organisations will be 
able to provide sufficient resources in support of the identified priorities; 
e) to limit overlaps and conflicting priorities among international 
organisations. 

B. Coordination of statistical acitvities among international organisations 

9. The CCSA is also providing an ideal forum for presenting new developments 
within international organisations and to offer presentations on good practices. The 
objectives would be: 

a) to provide presentations by international organisations on the collection 
of statistics from their constituencies with the objective to reduce, where 
possible, the reporting burden; 
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b) to illustrate statistical production processes, including the development 
of new methodologies within an international organisation with the objective 
to increase efficiency; 
c) to present new dissemination tools that accommodate user demands; 
d) to reflect upon and stimulate a more consistent provision of statistics by 
international organisations; 
e) to show good practices in cooperating with non-official statistics 
providers, mainly commercial data distributors; 
f) to contribute to the coordination of capacity-building services delivered 
by CCSA members. 

C. Working modalities of CCSA 

10. An annex on working modalities was introduced in the 2008 CCSA TORs. On 
this basis, it is proposed to introduce some reflection aiming to take into account the 
past experience, make the work of the committee more effective and value the 
contributions of all members. The proposal would be: 

a) to assign to a member the responsibility of animating a recurrent topic on 
the agenda of the CCSA for a given period; this would differ from the 
responsibility given to lead an ad-hoc task force initiated by the CCSA; 
b) interact more closely, when relevant, with existing Inter Secretariat 
Working Groups (IWGs) in line with principles to be defined; 
c) prepare a strategy to better communicate on CCSA work and outcomes. 
Volunteer colleagues would be requested to establish a list of proposals with 
practical implementation procedures for review and endorsement by the 
CCSA during a next session. 

 


