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I. Summary 
 
1. This report provides a brief overview over the steps taken during the past 12 
months toward establishing a network of statisticians working in international 
organizations.  
 
2. The report contains as an annex a more substantive assessment of the current 
status of the network, provided by the group of animators.  
 
II. History 
 
3. The topic of creating a network of statisticians working in international 
organizations was first brought up at the 6th Session held in September 2005 in Rome 
(see SA/2005/17, para 19). A first more concrete proposal was presented to CCSA at 
its 16th Session (held in Vienna in September 2010) in a report prepared by Shaida 
Badiee, Haishan Fu, Angela Me, Maria Joao Santos and Rafael Díez de Medina 
(SA/2010/15). The topic subsequently has been on CCSA’s agenda at every session 
ever since.  
 
III. Recent steps 
 
4. Since the 18th Session of CCSA (held in September 2011 in Luxembourg), the 
following concrete steps have been undertaken to establish the Network.  
 
January/February 2012: The group of animators was constituted. The animators are: 
Arman Bidar Bakhtnia (UNESCAP), Maria-Joao Santos (Eurostat), Tomasz Urbanski 
(Eurostat), Haeduck Lee (World Bank) and Vysaul Nyirongo (UNSD)1.  
 
March 2012: A LinkedIn group with the name “International Statisticians” was 
created. The animator group started testing the functionality. 
 
June 2012: The secretariat wrote to all CCSA members inviting them to update their 
list of members in the reference group. Six organizations confirmed or updated their 
combined 15 nominees for the reference group.  
 
July 2012: The animators sent an invitation to the 50 members of the updated 
reference group to join the LinkedIn Group “International Statisticians”.  

                                                 
1 In June 2012 Vysaul Nyirongo replaced Andrei Barac, who was the original UNSD representative in 
the group. 
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July/August 2012: Six topics were posted for discussion within the network 
 
September 2012: The Group currently has 25 members, who have contributed to the 
currently 6 discussions. 
 
5. For more details and a more substantive assessment of the current status of the 
network, please refer to the report provided by the group of animators in an annex to 
this document. 
 
IV. Conclusions 
 
6. It is proposed that CCSA  

- notes with thanks the work done so far by the animators 
- encourages the animators to continue their excellent work and request the 
animators to provide their full assessment and recommendations to a later 
session of CCSA, and 
- provides guidance to the animators as necessary. 
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Annex 
On the Network of International Statisticians: 

Animators Report to the 20th Session of the CCSA 
17-19 September Frankfurt, Germany 

 
1. Introduction 
In 2010, a first proposal was presented to the Committee for the 
Coordination of Statistical Activities (CCSA) on creating a network of 
International Statisticians (NIS) with the objective of raising the 
professional profile of International Statisticians, facilitating exchange 
of knowledge and information among them and increasing coordination 
and cooperation in statistical activities undertaken by international 
organizations. Subsequent to this decision, a reference group was 
created consisting of representatives from all the CCSA member 
organizations. The reference group has served as a sounding board for 
discussions relating to the network and constitutes the core of the 
network. A second proposal on the establishment of the network was 
made in 2011 which led to the creation of a group of animators and the 
establishment of an Internet based LinkedIn group "International 
Statisticians". 
The group of animators asked the CCSA’s secretariat to follow up with 
member organizations to confirm their representatives in the reference 
group members. The "International Statisticians” group was created in 
LinkedIn and was opened to the reference group consisting of 47 
members in July 2012. 
This report aims to provide the 20th Session of the CCSA with an 
overview of the observations and activities implemented by the group 
of animators since its establishment and report on the feasibility of 
supporting an effective network of International Statisticians using 
LinkedIn tools. 
 
2. Objectives  
The objectives of creating a network of statisticians working in 
international organizations could be formulated as follows:  
(I) To promote exchange of information such as professional 
standards, good practices, innovative ideas and application of 
statistical methods; 
(II) To facilitate coordination of statistical activities by enhancing 
sharing areas of work by statisticians working in international 
organizations, identifying common interests and exchanging expertise; 
 (iii) To promote flexibility of international organizations in staff mobility 
and enable multi-skilled International Statisticians; 
(iv) To ease compilation of skill profiles of statisticians working in 
international organizations in order to fill up the gap between academic 
training, international organisation needs and the work expectations of 
prospective young professionals; 
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(v) To provide a brainstorming platform on issues relating to 
international statistics including organization of the global statistical 
system, global statistical standards, and capacity building, among 
others.  
 
3. Comparisons to other networks 
In the recent years, thanks to technological advancements, the number 
of associations/networks involving statisticians is rapidly growing. In 
particular with the advent of social network tools such as Facebook, 
Twitter and LinkedIn, it requires just a few clicks to create a network 
and it has become almost free to exchange views, ask quick questions 
and advertise job opportunities. Examples of active communities of 
both specialized and general statisticians include the “Statistics 
community” on Facebook, “Official Statistics Network”, “STATA users”, 
“Statisticians” and “Statistics and Analytic Consultants Group” on 
LinkedIn, and many tweets on Twitter on various issues relating to 
statistical methodology and official statistics, are In addition, almost 
every statistical software has a user forum in which users exchange 
ideas, share solutions and workarounds to problems and give useful 
feedback for software providers to improve their products. The informal 
nature of such communities along with their voluntary base 
membership has rendered these types of networks to be mostly useful 
for information sharing and only beneficial to the ultra-resourceful 
individuals rather than organizations.  
On the other hand, there are also numerous formal and academic (both 
national and international) statistical societies such as International 
Statistical Institute (ISI), International Biometric Society, International 
Society for Bayesian Analysis, American Statistical Association (ASA), 
Royal Statistical Society (RSS), etc,  with  objectives going beyond 
networking. These contribute to promoting statistical methodologies 
and application of statistics by organizing physical meetings, 
conferences, workshops and publications. Such societies heavily rely 
on donations, subscriptions and their nature fundamentally differs from 
online networking communities.  
There are also several forums where technical issues relating to 
international organizations are being discussed (e.g. SDMX, IT 
business architecture).  
It is proposed that NIS be established as a community of International 
Statisticians with some formality (through the CCSA) that is more than 
that of social network groups, and at the same time requiring less 
organizational arrangement and financial dependency or needs 
compared to formal societies. The NIS will differ from the above-
mentioned groups in several ways: 
- The membership of the NIS will be voluntary but limited to 

statisticians working in international organizations; the focus will be 
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only on issues mostly relating to international statistics and 
statisticians; 

- Members will meet regularly in the virtual setting and discussions 
will be informal based on topics proposed or questions raised by 
members; 

- Self-funded physical meetings will be held occasionally to discuss 
new developments and share ideas regarding emerging issues 
related to international statistics and statistical capacity building. 

Benefits for members who join the NIS could include: 
-  Sharing knowledge about good practises on issues relating to 

international statistics/statisticians. Members will benefit from 
experiences of others; 

-  Enhanced professional circles, helping International Statisticians to 
move from isolation to collaboration while pursuing goals with 
others who share similar interests. International statisticians can 
benefit from continued motivation, acknowledgment, and support of 
self- development efforts.  

 
4. Constraints and characteristics of the network  
• NIS is a voluntary initiative developed and shaped by its members, 

usually as an extracurricular activity.   

• The development of the network would rely on the creativity, ideas 
and contributions from its members. To be successful, the network 
would require a critical number of members in order to generate 
active discussions. There are about 2000 eligible members 
(http://unstats.un.org/unsd/accsub/2010docs-16th/CCSA-16th-
session-final-report.pdf). It is not clear how many will join the 
network with a voluntary membership option.  

• NIS would be supported by and dependent on free communications 
technologies and volunteered time of its members. 

• The current moment of financial constraints is putting an increased 
pressure on human resources which has a negative impact on the 
time that members can dedicate to the network on a voluntary 
basis. A way to overcome this is to create a network Board that will 
be fully recognized by the CCSA.   

• Physical meetings of NIS can be envisaged once the network 
becomes more mature, viable and most importantly when some 
budgetary resources become available. However, once again 
financial sources are not clear at the moment. 

 
             5. Structure and membership of the network 
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Currently, the network is being tested with the membership limited to 
the reference group before expanding it to all International Statisticians. 
The membership of the network is also free.  
At the moment the network has the following structure: 
- Reference group: core network. 

- Group of animators: in charge of animating the discussions in 
LinkedIn and propose a structure of network for the future. 

 
6. Potential Tools  
So far the NIS has been organised around email exchanges, Skype 
meetings and the LinkedIn group "International Statisticians". The 
LinkedIn group was established as a tool to bring people together and 
to enable first informal discussions and exchange of ideas online. 
To complement the functionalities which are not available on the 
LinkedIn, the NIS could establish its own website.  This website could 
be linked to the UNSD CCSA website and be available to network 
members only. Potential contents of the website include: 
- Links to available resources on official statistics including training 

materials. 

- A directory (data base) on (international) statisticians including their 
profiles.  

- News and upcoming events and training opportunities. 

- Vacancies, staff visit and exchange agreements. 

- Discussion forum on issues specific to international 
organisations/statistics. 

- Repository of good practices. 

 
7. Discussion in LinkedIn 
The group of animators after discussing objectives and identifications 
of the network through online meetings has launched a series of 
discussions on LinkedIn and is inviting members of the reference group 
to join the LinkedIn group and discussions. LinkedIn discussions are 
supposed to facilitate the connection of network members, and provide 
evidence to the CCSA on the feasibility of creating the network and the 
usefulness of LinkedIn platform. Also LinkedIn discussion topics that 
are more popular among members of the reference group will be 
summarized for the CCSA.  
Some of the topics under discussion in LinkedIn are as follows: 
- Name of the network. 

- Structure of the network. 

- Desirability of making the group an ISI Committee 
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- Training schemes for statisticians of international organisations  

- Post-MDGs; what is the role of international organisations. 

- What benefits could members expect from this network? How would 
you be willing to contribute?? 

- What should make the network (of International Statisticians) 
different from the existing networks / associations? 

- Is LinkedIn an appropriate platform for the Network of International 
Statisticians (NIS)? Do we need any other IT tools or alternative 
platforms? 

- What could be the strategies for developing and vitalizing the NIS in 
the near future? 

8. Recommendations 
(a) The building of a network corporate image would benefit from a 
physical meeting of the reference group.  
This meeting would help focus the work on the group, motivate 
participation and help create a network corporate identity. We propose 
that this meeting could take place back to back to the 2013 CCSA 
plenary. This meeting would have as an objective to evaluate the 
function of the network, develop new ideas, and help establish a 
stronger professional identity. 
(b) It is proposed to occasionally organize self-funded physical 
meetings to discuss new developments and share ideas regarding 
emerging issues related to international statistics and statistical 
capacity building. 
(c) Establishment of a website with a repository of information on 
technical aspects, member’s profiles and on coordination and visibility 
issues. This website could be linked to the UNSD CCSA website and 
be available to network members only. 
(d) Establishment of an official Network Board and Secretariat. The 
Network Board would be useful in defining a strategic medium term 
action plan and in the continuous follow up of activities as well as 
giving the necessary impulse towards the achievement of the 
objectives. The secretariat also would be active in animating 
communication, organisation of meetings, regular update of information 
on the website, authorising new members, among other functions. 
(e) The group of animators should continue animating the discussions 
in LinkedIn and table a more comprehensive document on the future 
structure, strategic plan and vision of the network at the February 2013 
CCSA meeting. 
 
 

 
 
 
 


