
 

 1

Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities SA/2012/5 
Nineteenth Session 28 June 2012 
New York, 27 February 2012 
=============================================================== 
 

Report of the 19th Session of the 
Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities 

 
 
 

I. Introduction 
 
1. The nineteenth session of the Committee for the Coordination of Statistical 
Activities (CCSA) was held in New York on 27 February 2012 on the margin of the 43rd 
session of the United Nations Statistical Commission. The session was chaired by the two 
Co-chairs of the Committee - Mr. Werner Bier, Deputy Director General, Statistics of the 
European Central Bank and Mr. Henri Laurencin, Head, Development Statistics and 
Information Branch, Division on Globalization and Development Strategies of 
UNCTAD. The agenda, documents presented and the list of participants of the present 
session are attached as Annexes I, II and III, respectively. 
 
 
II. Work of the CCSA Session 
 
 
A. Adoption of the agenda and other issues 
 
2. The Committee adopted the provisional agenda (see Annex I).  
 
 
B. UPU’s application for membership in the Committee 
 
3. The Committee considered the formal application for membership received from 
the Universal Postal Union (UPU). The representative from UPU introduced the 
statistical programme and expressed the commitment of his office to the Principles 
Governing International Statistical Activities. Upon the proposal of the co-chairs, the 
Committee agreed to vote on the UPU application in a written procedure shortly after the 
Session.1   
 
 
C. Follow up to the Special Session on Human Capital 
 
                                                 
1  During the written procedure, the Committee members voted in favour of UPU joining the Committee. The secretariat informed 
CCSA of the positive outcome of the vote by e-mail on 29 March 2012. UPU was informed of the outcome of the vote in a letter from 
the co-chairs on 2 May 2012. 
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4. During a special session on Human Capital, organized in conjunction with its 16th 
session in Vienna in 2010, the Committee had decided to establish two task teams for 
addressing the current challenges in human resources management in the specific 
environment of international organizations. Task Team 1, led by the World Trade 
Organization, had been tasked to explore best possible ways for identifying talent pools 
and to review the relevant experiences in this field. Task Team 2, led by UNSD, had been 
tasked to work on training of international statisticians, staff exchange and mobility. Both 
task teams had previously presented progress reports to the 17th session and to the 18th 
session. 
 
5. The Committee considered an oral report of the World Trade Organization on 
behalf of Task Team 1 and an oral report by UNSD on behalf of Task Team 2. 
 
6. Task Team 1 is developing a database to analyse statisticians' job profiles in 
various international organizations and serve as a repository for further inquiries. 
 
7. Since the last session, Task Team 2 has obtained some copies of actual material as 
it relates to exchange between organizations. The Task Team will send a second call for 
material to the CCSA members. The Task Team is planning on merging the newly 
collected material with the existing CCSA training webpages.  
 
Conclusions 
 
8. The Committee requested Task Team 1 to proceed with the development of 
typical job profiles and related tasks as requested at the 18th session and requested the 
Task Team to report back to the Committee at its 20th session.  
 
9. The Committee requested Task Team 2 to proceed with its analysis of training 
opportunities and staff exchange between international organizations and requested the 
Task Team to make this information available on the CCSA website in line with the 
mandate provided at the 18th session. Task Team 2 is expected to report back to the 
Committee at its 20th session.  
 
 
D. Global Inventory on Statistical Standards 
 
10. The 41st Session of the Statistical Commission (February 2010) had given the 
CCSA the mandate to develop and maintain an ‘inventory of global statistical standards’ 
(Decision 41/111, Report of the Statistical Commission on its 41st session E/2010/24). A 
CCSA project team consisting of UNECE, UNSD, the World Bank and ILO, with 
support from INEGI (Mexico) had previously prepared a concept paper (Document 
SA/2010/11, September 2010), a progress report to the Commission at its 42nd session 
(E/CN.3/2011/30), the “Terms of Reference for the Project to Develop a Global 
Inventory of Statistical Standards” (Document SA/2011/3, February 2011) and a 
document “Global Inventory of Statistical Standards” (Document SA/2011/17). The latter 
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was considered by the Committee at its 18th session, where UNSD also presented the 
prototype of the inventory. 
 
11. At the current session, the Committee considered an oral report by UNSD, in 
which UNSD briefed the meeting on the successful launch of the inventory on the 
protected pages of the CCSA website. The inventory was to be presented to the larger 
professional community during a UNSC side event on Wednesday. Three remaining 
issues were stressed: (a) the current content of the Inventory was not necessarily well 
balanced yet but rather reflected what organizations had contributed so far; (b) the 
question of how this Inventory relates or communicates with other similar inventories 
was still open, (c) the question of a future governance structure as well as the time and 
modus of the release to the public have to be resolved.  
 
Conclusions 
 
12. The Committee welcomed this tangible and visible CCSA output and 
congratulated the project team on this success. The Committee agreed with the proposal 
of a two phase release: to move the Inventory to the public domain before the side event 
on Wednesday and a properly advocated release to the UNSD main website 2-3 months 
later. The Committee also endorsed as a proper governance structure an editorial board 
consisting of 4 CCSA members and 4 countries. It welcomed the IMF, UNECE and 
UNSD as members of the editorial board. 
 
 
E. Network of statisticians working in International Organizations 
 
13. Under this agenda item the co-chairs informed the Committee that the group of 
four animators had been constituted. The animators are: Arman Bidar Bakhtnia 
(UNESCAP), Maria-Joao Santos (Eurostat), Tomasz Urbanski (Eurostat) and Andrei 
Barac (UNSD). The animators had created a LinkedIn group and were currently 
discussing the next concrete steps.  
 
Conclusions 
 
14. The Committee requested the co-chairs to report back at the 20th session at which 
a final structure of the network should be adopted. It also invited international 
organizations to send further nominations for the reference group to the Secretariat.  
 
 
F. CCSA and the Global Statistical System 
 
15. Under this agenda item the Committee received a presentation by the co-chairs 
entitled “CCSA: Ways for improvement”, which suggested possible adjustments needed 
to the CCSA methods of work in order to transform it into a more output-oriented body. 
 
Conclusions 
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16. The Committee welcomed this initiative to revitalize its work conscious of the 
fact that it was neither a governing body nor a decision-making body. The Committee 
acknowledged, however, that it must find a meaningful middle way between this, on the 
one hand, and, on the other hand, the fact that it needs to be more than an information 
exchange forum. The Committee decided to discuss this question in more detail at its 
next session in Frankfurt and requested the co-chairs to prepare a document to be 
circulated well in advance. Bearing in mind that the right balance might be different 
depending on subject areas, it invited its members to provide illustrative examples to this 
regard.  
 
 
G. Use of different data sources for the production of international statistics 
 
17. The Task Team on the use of Different Data had been set up in September 2010 
and had reported to the Committee at its 17th and 18th session in February and September 
2011, respectively. During the 18th session, UNODC had agreed to lead this Task Team. 
The Committee considered a report of the Task Team entitled “Development of 
guidelines/best practices on the use of non-official data. Follow up note” presented by the 
new chair of the Task Team, UNODC. 
 
18. The task team reported that CCSA members generally agree on the need to use 
alternative data sources to supplement official statistics, which should always be the 
starting point and have a high priority. The question on what constitutes “official 
statistics” remains unanswered as does the question whether it was necessary to consult 
or inform countries on such practices before supplemented or adjusted data was released. 
The task team reported divergent views in how to best proceed with the outcome with the 
majority preferring CCSA to “approve” guidelines/best practices if they were developed. 
 
Conclusions 
 
19. The Committee congratulated the Task Team on the progress made in this area 
and requested it to develop further “best practices or a common understanding”, which 
would be discussed at the 20th session in Frankfurt.  
 
 
H. Dissemination of microdata 
 
20. The Committee took note of the oral report provided by UNICEF as the new 
leader of the Task Team on Access to Microdata. After taking over leadership of the Task 
Team, UNICEF consulted with the World Bank and plans to invite all working group 
members to a meeting to restart the discussions.  
 
Conclusions 
 
21. The Committee requested the Task Team to report back at its 20th Session. 
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I. Food Security 
 
22. Under this agenda item the Committee took note of the oral report provided by 
FAO, in which it informed the Committee that the Statistical Commission during its 43rd 
Session this week would discuss a proposal to establish an inter-agency and expert group 
(IAEG) to bring countries and agencies together to develop and document good practices 
and guidelines on concepts, methods and statistical standards for food security, 
sustainable agriculture and rural development.  
 
 
Conclusions 
 
23. As the envisioned IAEG would fulfil the functions intended for the CCSA task 
team on food security, it was agreed that - provided the Statistical Commission endorses 
such an IAEG – the CCSA would not form a task team on food security.2  
 
 
J. Other business  
 
24. The Committee took note of the proposed agenda for a CCSA Quality Conference 
to be held back-to-back with the 2012 European Quality Conference. This Conference 
would be held in Athens, Greece on the afternoon of 29 May 2012.  
 
Conclusions 
 
The Committee requested the co-chairs to finalize the agenda for this conference and 
circulate it electronically among CCSA members as soon as possible. 
 
The Committee further acknowledged with satisfaction the active participation of the 
UNDP at the present Committee session. 
 
 
K. Date and venue of the 20th session of the Committee 
 
26. The Committee confirmed that its next, 20th session will be hosted by the ECB in 
Frankfurt from 17 (afternoon) – 19 September 2012.  
 
L. Agenda for the 20th session of the Committee in Frankfurt (17-19 September 
2012) 
 
The Committee agreed on the following topics to be discussed at its 20th session: 
 

- Follow up to the Special Session on Human Capital: 
                                                 
2 The Statistical Commission subsequently “endorsed the proposal to establish an inter-agency and expert 
group to bring countries and agencies together to develop and document good practices and guidelines on 
concepts, methods and statistical standards for food security, sustainable agriculture and rural 
development.” (Decision 43/104). 
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 Progress report of Task Team 1 “Defining profile of international 

statisticians and recruitment policy” 
 Progress report of Task Team 2 “Training of international statisticians; 

staff exchange and mobility” 
 
- Global Inventory of Statistical Standards  
 
- Network of statisticians working in International Organizations  
 
- Future agenda of the CCSA  
 
- Use of different data sources for the production of international statistics 
 
- Dissemination of microdata 
 
- Other business  
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M. Actions to be taken by the Committee 
 
 

 
Action 

 

 
Lead 

Agency 
 

 
Participating 

Agencies 

 
Deadline 

 
Output 

1. Adoption of the agenda --- --- --- --- 
2. Other business  Co-chairs all March 2012 Vote on UPU 

membership 
3. Follow up on the Special 
Session on Human Capital 
 
(i) Task Team 1 “Defining the 
profile of international 
statisticians and recruitment 
policies” 

 
 
 
WTO 

 
 
 
UNIDO 
WTO 
SESRIC 
UNECA 
UNPD 

 
 
 
27 August 2012 
 

 
 
 
Report to the 20th 
session (job profiles) 

(ii) Task Team 2 “Training of 
international statisticians; 
staff exchange and mobility” 
 
 
 

UNSD UNODC 
UNSD 
Eurostat 
FAO 

27 August 2012 
 

Report to the 20th 
session (analysis of 
training 
opportunities and 
staff exchange) 
+ online availability 

4. Global Inventory of 
Statistical Standards 
 

UNSD and 
UNECE 

WB, ILO, 
UNECE, 
UNSD and 
INEGI 

May/June 2012 
 
 
Sept 2012 

Full online release 
of Inventory 
 
Governance 
structure set up 

5. Network of statisticians 
working in International 
Organizations 
 
 

Co-chairs 
with 
animators 
and 
reference 
group 
 

all 
 
 
 

27 August 2012 
 

Report to the 20th 
session 

6. Future agenda of the 
CCSA 

Co-chairs all 
 

27 August 2012 
 

Report to the 20th 
session 

7. Best practices in the use of 
different data sources for the 
production of international 
statistics 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ODC Eurostat 
UNECE 
UNODC 
UNESCAP 
WTO 
IMF 
ITU 
WB 
UNIDO 
UN-Habitat 
 

27 August 2012 
 

Report to the 20th 
session 



 

 8

8. Dissemination of microdata 
 
Task Team to finalize the 
questionnaire and continue its 
work 
 
 
 
 

 
 
UNICEF 

 
 
WB 
UN-Habitat 
UNODC 
UNESCWA 
UNECE 
FAO 
UNHCR 
 

 
 
27 August 2012 

 

 
 
Report to the 20th 
session 

9. Food security --- --- --- --- 

10 Other business Co-chairs --- 29 May 2012 CCSA Quality 
Conference in 
Athens 
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Annex I 
 

 
Agenda of the 19th session of the Committee 

 
held in New York on 27 February 2012, 9:30 - noon 

 
 
 

- Other business: Membership application of UPU 
 
 

- CCSA and the Global Statistical System  
 
 

- Follow up to the Special Session on Human Capital: 
 
 Progress report of Task Team 1 (oral report by WTO) 
 
 Progress report of Task Team 2 (oral report by UNSD) 
 
 
- Global Inventory of Statistical Standards (oral report by UNSD) 
 
 
- Network of statisticians working in International Organizations  
 
 (Oral report by co-chairs) 
 
 
- Use of different data sources for the production of international statistics 
 
 (Report by UNODC) 
 
 
- Dissemination of microdata (oral report by UNICEF) 
 
 
- Food security (oral report by FAO) 

 
 

- Other business 
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Annex II 

 
List of Documents 

 
SA/2011/25 Report of the 18th session, Luxembourg, 7-9 September 2011 
 
SA/2012/1 Provisional agenda 
 
SA/2012/2 UPU's application for membership of in the Committee for the 

Coordination of Statistical Activities  
 
SA/2012/3 Development of guidelines/best practices on the use of non-

official data 
 
SA/2012/4  CCSA: Ways for improvement 
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Annex III 
 

List of Participants 
(in alphabetical order of the organization)  

   
African Development Bank (AfDB) Alice Nabalamba a.nabalamba@afdb.org 
Asian Development Bank (ADB) Douglas Brooks 

Chellam Palanyandy 
dbrooks@adb.org 
cpalanyandy@adb.org 

Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Philomen Harrison harrison@caricom.org 
European Central Bank (ECB) Werner Bier 

Per Nymand-Andersen 
werner.bier@ecb.int 
per.nymand-andersen@ecb.int 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO) 

Pietro Gennari 
Naman Keita 

Pietro.Gennari@fao.org 
Naman.keita@fao.org 

International Labour Organization (ILO) Rafael Diez de Medina diez@ilo.org 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) Andrew Kitili akitili@imf.org 
International Telecommunication Union (ITU) Susan Teltscher susan.teltscher@itu.int 
Interstate Statistical Committee of the 
Commonwealth of Independent States 
(CISSTAT) 

Vladimir Sokolin 
Andrey Kosarev 

sokolin@cisstat.org 
kosarev_ae@inbox.ru 

Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) 

Martine Durand 
 

martine.durand@oecd.org 

Statistical, Economic and Social Research and 
Training Centre for Islamic Countries (SESRIC) 

Savas Alpay 
 

salpay@sesric.org 
 

Statistical Office of the European Union 
(EUROSTAT) 

Pieter Everaers 
Cristina Pereira de Sá 
Maria João Santos 

pieter.everaers@ec.europa.eu 
cristina.sa@ec.europa.eu 
Maria-joao.santos@ec.europa.eu 

The Economic and Statistical Observatory of 
Sub-Saharan Africa (Afristat) 

Cosme Vodounou 
Freeman Komi A. 
Amegashie 

vodounoc@yahoo.fr 
freeman.amegashie@afristat.org 

United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) Tessa Wardlaw 
Claes Johansson 

twardlaw@unicef.org 
cjohansson@unicef.org 

United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD) 

Henri Laurencin henri.laurencin@unctad.org 

United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) 

Milorad Kovacevic milorad.kovacevic@undp.org 

United Nations Economic Commission for Africa 
(UNECA) 

Dimitri Sanga dsanga@uneca.org 

United Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe (UNECE) 

Lidia Bratanova 
Tiina Luige 

Lidia.bratanova@unece.org 
Tiina.luige@unece.org 

United Nations Economic Commission for Latin 
America and the Caribbean (UNECLAC) 

Giovanni Savio giovanni.savio@cepal.org 

United Nations Economic and Social Commission 
for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) 

Haishan Fu 
Rikke Munk Hansen 

fuh@un.org 
hansenrm@un.org 

United Nations Economic and Social Commission 
for Western Asia (UNESCWA) 

Juraj Riecan riecan@un.org 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

Hendrik van der Pol h.van-der-pol@uis.unesco.org 
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United Nations Human Settlements Programme 
(UN-Habitat) 

Gora Mboup gora.mboup@unhabitat.org 

United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization (UNIDO) 

Shyam Upadhyaya s.upadhyaya@unido.org 
 

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC) 

Angela Me angela.me@unodc.org 
 

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) Ralph Hakkert hakkert@unfpa.org 

United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD) Stefan Schweinfest 
Sabine Warschburger 

schweinfest@un.org 
warschburger@un.org 

World Bank Shaida Badiee 
Grant Cameron 

sbadiee@worldbank.org 
gcameron1@worldbank.org 

World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) Clara van der Pol cvanderpol@unwto.org 
World Trade Organization (WTO) Hubert Escaith hubert.escaith@wto.org 
   
Secretariat of the Pacific Community Gerald Haberkorn GeraldH@spc.int 
Universal Postal Union (UPU) Matthias Helble matthias.helble@upu.int 

   
 


