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I.  Background 
 

1. The 41st Session of the Statistical Commission (February 2010) had given the CCSA the 
mandate to develop and maintain an ‘inventory of global statistical standards’ (Decision 
41/111, Report of the Statistical Commission on its 41st session E/2010/24). A CCSA 
project team consisting of UNECE, UNSD, World Bank and ILO, with support from 
INEGI (Mexico) took up the work on this issue and prepared a concept paper 
“Developing a Global Inventory of Statistical Standards” (Document SA/2010/11, 
September 2010), a progress report to the Commission at its forty-second session 
(E/CN.3/2011/30) and “Terms of Reference for the Project to Develop a Global 
Inventory of Statistical Standards” (Document SA/2011/3, February 2011). 
 

2. At its last session in February 2011, the Committee decided that CCSA members will be 
requested to prepare and send to UNSD their most important standards for a trial 
inclusion in the prototype of the inventory. This would allow the project team to start 
‘populating’ the inventory and make a list of potential difficult issues. It was, furthermore, 
decided, that the project team will be responsible for completing the first phase of the 
inventory development until it becomes fully operational, after which the responsibility 
for its maintenance will be transferred to UNSD and the editorial board. The composition 
of the editorial board and the need for domain editors was to be discussed further at the 
September 2011 meeting of the Committee. 

 
3. The present report recalls briefly in section II. the main features of the inventory. Section 

III. then describes the ongoing work on including key standards and their descriptions as 
provided by CCSA members in the inventory. In particular, this section identifies a 
number of critical issues that need to be discussed by CCSA, in order to continue with the 
further development of the inventory. Section IV. then outlines the timeline for the 
completion of first phase, leading up to a presentation to members of the Statistical 
Commission during the forthcoming Commission session in February 2012.  

 
 
II.  Brief summary of main features of the inventory 
 

4.  The main output of this project is an electronic inventory of statistical standards, open to 
the public via the Internet. The inventory will be owned in partnership by all CCSA 
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members. It is intended to provide a knowledge centre and reference system for 
international statistical standards to be used by the Statistical Commission, professionals 
in national statistical organisations, the research community and the general public. The 
inventory will be developed in phases. The first phase will provide a system that meets 
the main requirements, and with a limited level of detail. User feedback will help to 
determine the contents and priorities of future phases. 
 

5. With respect to the initial scope of the inventory, CCSA had decided to take a practical 
approach, focusing on standards adopted by relevant intergovernmental statistical bodies, 
key official methodological publications of CCSA members and internationally agreed 
upon statistical classifications. Standards will be sorted according to the classification of 
statistical activities developed for the UNECE Database of International Statistical 
Activities (DISA), whereby in the interest of helping users to find relevant standards, it is 
possible to reference a particular standard to more than one statistical area. 
 

6. Regarding the information contents for each standard, a basic model is being used 
focusing on key information elements for each standard, namely full name, version, date 
of adoption/publication, previous versions, a brief description, maintenance 
organisation(s), statistical domain(s), type of standard, reference/link, language(s). (refer 
also to table in Annex 1). By limiting the information elements to the essential minimum 
and by providing, wherever possible, an actual link to the standard/publication itself 
and/or Internet pages that provide additional background information on the standard, it 
is hoped to keep the maintenance of the inventory sustainable.  
 

7. A simple Wiki platform provides the technical backbone for the inventory. It allows the 
user to search by key words, statistical domains or organizations. The inventory will be 
developed first in English only. Bearing in mind the Statistical Commission’s concern 
about multi-lingual information access, an assessment of how multi-lingualism can best 
be realized will be made at the end of the initial phase. It should be noted in this context, 
that wherever language versions of the actual standard are available on the internet, the 
links are already being introduced into the system. 
 

8. As a certain amount of domain-specific knowledge will be needed to maintain the 
inventory, a single administrator can not be expected to follow developments in all 
statistical domains. For this reason an editorial board has been suggested that may be 
supported by domain editors, with expert knowledge in specific statistical domains. 
UNSD will host and administer the inventory web site, but other Committee members are 
strongly encouraged to later refer and link to it. 

 
 
III.  Initial effort to populate the inventory 
 

9. After creating the technical platform, UNSD invited CCSA members to provide 
information on their key standards in the pre-specified form as agreed upon at the last 
CCSA session. 12 members of CCSA responded positively and submitted their 
information. In addition, the project team at UNSD undertook a special effort to consult 
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with the various UNSD area specialists to receive all information referring to standards 
and methods under the custodianship of the Statistical Commission and/or UNSD. A total 
of 95 so-called information cards on standards have at this point been collected. The 
number of standards submitted by a specific agency ranged from 1 to 17. 
 

10. With respect to the main international classifications a different data collection approach 
was chosen. The Expert Group on International Economic and Social Classifications, 
operating under the Statistical Commission has recently undertaken an effort to update a 
similar inventory of key international classifications. Experts from the various subject 
matter domains are contributing to this exercise. It was therefore decided to use the 
listing of the Expert Group as the initial input into the CCSA inventory.  
 

11. UNSD is currently in the process of introducing all of these information cards into the 
system. The inventory is at this point located on the UNSD development server and is not 
accessible to the public. In this initial phase, UNSD will generally enter the information 
as it was received (even if incomplete), with the following exceptions: 

• If the same standard was submitted several times by different agencies, a consultation 
effort with the concerned partners will be undertaken in order to agree on one description; 

• Clear and simple editorial mistakes (e.g. obvious misclassifications) will be corrected; 
• If crucial information (e.g. classification by domains) is missing UNSD will consult with 

the corresponding agency to obtain the missing data. 
• Wherever possible UNSD will add the actual links to the standards, where these are 

available on the internet, even if they were not provided by the maintenance organization. 
 

12. As expected, this initial submission of information raised a number of issues, which will 
need to be addressed by the Committee. They are listed below (please also refer to Annex 
1): 
a. Scope: Submitting agencies adhered largely to the request of including only clearly 

adopted standards and major methodological publications. In some cases the CCSA 
may want to review the inclusion of specific items with the submitting agency. For 
instance, it is a matter of judgement, at what level of detail information will be 
included in the inventory (e.g. are various volumes of one overarching publication 
listed once or separately?). It can be expected, that after the first comprehensive and 
collective review, some agency may wish to withdraw – or add certain standards. 

b. Coverage: The coverage of the inventory at this point is clearly insufficient and the 
main effort over the coming weeks will have to be to collect additional inputs for the 
inventory. This will have to be done, both, by requesting those agencies who haven’t 
done so, to provide their information, as well as by encouraging some of those who 
have provided information cards to consider adding additional standards. A good 
cross-check will be to review all statistical domains, and ensure that all or at least 
most of them contain a reference to a standard. 

c. Non-CCSA standards: The above mentioned review of statistical domains will most 
likely reveal that some relevant standards are maintained by non-CCSA members. 
(e.g. ISO) It is suggested that the project team will then request specific information 
from such non-CCSA members. 
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d. Regional vs. Global: It had been decided earlier that the inventory would contain both 
global as well as regional standards. As these will appear next to each other in the 
inventory, especially if a user enters through a particular statistical domain, it might 
be helpful to provide the user with additional information. For instance, the key 
global standard in a particular domain could be highlighted. Alternatively, the 
relationship between various closely related standards could be made more explicit 
using the ‘description’ field. 

e. Versions: In principle, an international standard should be listed only once, 
identifying thereby clearly the latest version, which countries are encouraged to 
implement. The ‘previous versions’ field should be used to identify any previous 
versions, which may well still be the predominantly used versions in countries (e.g. 
SNA). In those cases, where previously versions are still widely used, it may be 
advisable to include in the ‘reference’ field the relevant links to both (multiple) 
versions of the standard. Still each standard should be listed only once. This principle 
was not consistently followed in the submissions, and it is suggested that UNSD work 
with submitting agencies to harmonize the presentation. 

f. Date of adoption/publication: Some submissions referred to ‘work in progress’. It is 
suggested not to include these, so that the inventory only contains already adopted 
and published standards and methods. 

g. Description: As might have been expected this field showed the largest degree of 
heterogeneity: some agencies did not provide any text, whereas others submitted 
rather detailed descriptions. At this point, UNSD will include the descriptions ‘as 
received’ into the system (including blank fields), giving the submitting partners the 
opportunity to make adjustments during the general review. Whilst there is no strict 
need to harmonize texts under this heading, it is strongly recommended to provide at 
least minimal guidance for prospective users. Usually publications or standards 
websites, do contain introductory paragraphs, which may be used here. Also the main 
chapter headings of a publication could be a useful starting point for writing a short 
description of its contents. 

h. Maintenance organization: As a matter of principle, agencies should only submit 
standards in which they have a role as a maintenance organization. In those cases 
where partners submitted standards attributed to other agencies, UNSD will 
encourage the providing organization to double-check with the ‘attributed agency’ 
and get their consent. It is recognized that certain standards (SNA, SDMX) have 
several maintenance organizations or institutionalized groups of organizations 
(ISWGNA). It is suggested that in those cases all maintenance organizations be listed. 
Furthermore, it is suggested that the ‘maintenance organization’ field be a “required 
field”, so that all information entered into the inventory has a clearly identified 
custodian, offering an interested user the possibility to follow-up with such a 
custodian. 

i. Statistical domain: This should also be a “required field”, as it is one of the main 
entry points for users. Most submitting agencies clearly identified one – or a limited 
number of statistical domains to which a specific standard refers. 

j. Type of standard: From the submissions it seems apparent that most agencies chose 
the default setting here and characterized their standard as ‘concepts and definitions’, 
the other two options being ‘classification’ and ‘methodologies and procedures’. As 
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mentioned above the set of key international classifications will be introduced 
centrally by UNSD in consultation with the classification expert group. It is also 
recognized that some standards contain concepts and definitions as well as 
methodological guidelines. This field may need further attention by the editorial 
board in the future. 

k. Reference: This is an important field, as it allows the user to go to the actual 
standard/publication on the internet. Wherever possible a direct link to a pdf-type file 
will be provided, or alternatively a link to a website, that contains additional 
information which pertains directly to this standard or publication. General links to 
publication listings are not useful here. As website references do change, it is clear 
that this field will need particular attention during future periodic reviews of the 
inventory, in order to avoid broken links. 

l. Languages: This refers to non-English versions of the corresponding standard. Given 
the Commissions special concern with multi-language access to this inventory, efforts 
should be made to list - and link - here additional language versions that are available. 

 
13. The Committee is invited to review the above critical issues one by one and to provide 

guidance for the further development of the inventory. 
 
 
IV.  Proposed future timeline 
 

14. The Statistical Commission, who had given the mandate to CCSA to develop the 
inventory will expect a report and a presentation of the system at the forthcoming 43rd 
session of the Commission (28 February – 2 March 2012). This requirement defines two 
specific deliverables: (i) a formal report by CCSA to the Commission, which will have to 
be completed by the end of November. (ii) a live presentation of the inventory during a 
side-event of the Commission. These deliverables, in turn, define the following proposed 
time table: 

• September 2011: CCSA members who haven’t done so to provide information to UNSD; 
UNSD, in close consultation with the project team, to complete the input of all available 
information into the inventory, taking into account the decisions of CCSA-18. 

• October 2011: UNSD to provide access to the inventory to CCSA members through a 
password protected website; CCSA members to review and verify the information 
contained in the inventory. Particular attention at this stage should be paid (i) to the 
question of the scope of the inventory (are there any elements that CCSA members do not 
agree to included? Are there any key standards missing?) (ii) to the verification of the 
correct attribution of standards to ‘maintenance organizations’. These maintenance 
organizations will be fully responsible for the descriptions of the standards attributed to 
them. 

• November 2011: UNSD, in close consultation with the project team, to draft and circulate 
the text of the report to be submitted to the Statistical Commission. Apart from drawing 
extensively on CCSA reports, describing the decisions taken in the development of the 
inventory, the draft report will also address the proposal by CCSA, that an editorial board 
will take over, jointly with UNSD, the main responsibility for the maintenance of the 
inventory, once the inventory becomes fully operational. The editorial board is expected 
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to make strategic decisions concerning the management and future development of the 
inventory (e.g. managing changes to the template, or deciding on and applying criteria for 
inclusion in the inventory). Due to the subject matter knowledge needed in specific 
statistical domains, such an editorial board may have to rely on a network of domain 
editors. This two-tier structure, namely an “inner circle” comprising standardisation and 
metadata experts, and an “outer circle” comprising domain experts is considered to be 
most effective. The Commission could be encouraged to draw in the formation of the 
editorial board from existing mechanisms, such as the Conference of European 
Statisticians Steering Group on Statistical Metadata (METIS) and to build on past 
exercises, such as the identification of domain experts as part of an SDMX initiative two 
years ago. 

• December 2011: Submission of the finalized version of the report to the Commission for 
editing and translation;  Final joint CCSA review of the content of the inventory, to 
ensure that corrections were made appropriately; Moving the inventory to the public 
website of UNSD and inviting member states to critically review it and to provide 
feedback. 

• February 2012: Live presentation of the inventory to the participants of the Statistical 
Commission. 
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Annex 1 
 

The information content model for the Global Inventory of Statistical Standards 

Element Description 
Name Full official name of the standard, plus any alternative names and 

acronyms 
Version The version of the standard (where applicable) 
Valid from Date on which the standard was adopted (or published) 
Previous versions References and links to previous versions of the standard 
Description Brief description of the standard, including objective, intended use and 

relationship to other standards 
Maintenance organisation The organisation or group responsible for approving and maintaining the 

standard 
Statistical domain(s) The domains in which the standard is used (according to the DISA 

classification of statistical activities) 
Type of standard Categories:  

(a) Concepts and definitions 
(b) Classifications 
(c) Methodologies and procedures 
(Note: other categories can be added as needed) 

References References and links to the standard and any other material that helps 
understanding or implementation of it 

Language Language(s) in which the standard is published 
Information last updated / 
validated 

The date on which the information above was last updated or verified to 
be correct 

 

 


