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• The team would be led by WTO with FAO, OECD, UNWTO, ILO, UNODC 
and UNIDO as members. 

The Committee endorsed the following Terms of Reference for the team’s 
work:

(1) Identify, in a succinct manner, the needs and issues related to
imputations/estimations made by International Organizations when

compiling :

(a) national data, in an effort to deal with missing data or data deemed 
inadequate for international use, and 

(b) regional and international aggregates, both taking into account existing 
studies and references;

(2) Collect examples of good practices and criteria for choice currently 
used by international organizations ;

(3) Assess the desirability, scope, format and timing of possible reporting 
to UN

Statistical Commission.
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Main Conclusions
• Each OI has a different statistical “business model” that 

condition its definition and use of non-official data.
• The review of experiences in the use of non-official sources 

shows a large array of strategies. 
To bridge information gaps,

• At international level (when the issue is trans-national by nature)
• At national level, when official data are 

missing/incomplete/unsatisfactory
To put the official data into perspective,
To collect directly data through surveys and questionnaires, in 
order to build proprietary indicators

• Even for National Capacity Building objectives:
Complementing official data with non-official ones can help 
international organizations in their capacity building mandate, 
when it reinforces the dialogue between national stakeholders
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Practical and technical issues
• Imputation methods: Use of consistent methods, 

comparable coverage, ...
• Stability in time of the non-official data sets (and life 

expectancy of the non-governmental source); 
Quality of the metadata 

• When the IO is compiling the data directly from 
surveys: stability of the internal funding

• Copy-right issues: Are data in the public domain?
• Dissemination policy:

separate indicators from official statistics
transparency on sources and methodology
good practices: open forum, external audit


