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The nature of the statistics managed by UNODC involves in many instances the 
collection of data on illegal activities which makes difficult to clearly distinguish between 
official and non-official data. The data collection at national level is in some instances 
(particularly the ones related to illicit drugs) managed by institutions which operate outside 
the official national statistical systems or other government authorities. “Non-official” 
institutions have the advantage of  assuring the neutrality of the data collection operations and 
improve the reporting of illicit activities1 by the concerned population. which are harder to 
report to government institutions. Some countries may report data collected through “non-
official” institutions to UNODC given them the status of “official” at international level, but 
other countries do not report “non-official” sources on the basis of a principle rather than data 
quality.  
 

While UNODC operates under the principle of maximizing the use of official data 
reported by member states, in the following cases it uses, creates, and publishes data which 
may be considered as “ non official”.  
 

 
• Estimating data based on statistical modelling. This includes data that are produced by 

UNODC utilizing statistical models on existing national official (or non official) data. 
One example is the estimates that UNODC produces of the annual prevalence of drug 
use among the adult population. For some countries these estimates are calculated 
applying statistical modelling to the data on the prevalence of drug use among the  
youth population. The main reason for developing new data when only proxy 
indicators are available is the need for comparable data. One of the important 
functions of UNODC is to develop comparable data in order to monitor global and 
regional trends and support international drug conventions and global commitments.    

 
• Filling gaps . When member states do not report the required data because of (i) the 

lack of data, (ii) the lack of reporting, (iii) the reporting of non-comparable data or (iv) 
the reporting of poor quality data, UNODC reaches out to the research community, 
NGOs, national data published in other countries2, specialized national, regional and 
international organizations, to include non official data which can accurately describe 
the issue of interest.  

 
• Utilizing scientific studies which are available only in non-official sources. One 

example is the estimation of the production of cocaine and heroin. This process 
                                                 
1 Such as corruption and the use, cultivation, production or trafficking of illicit drugs. 
2 An example is the use of data included in the Unites Sates annual International Narcotics Control Strategy 
Report which reports data on illicit drugs all countries worldwide.   
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requires a number of information which includes: cultivation, yield, and conversion 
factors from yield to pure drug3. While cultivation and yield are regularly collected by 
UNODC in partnership with national institutions, conversion factors are available only 
in non-official sources including experienced laboratories of drug administrations such 
as the United States Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA).  
 

When UNODC releases its data, in some instances (such as in the case of the production 
of its flagship publication World Drug Report), it seeks the review of member states which 
are given the chance to comment on the non-official data included/produced by UNODC. In 
all cases UNODC makes efforts to specify the source of the information to allow the reader to 
understand if the data are based on official and non official data.  

                                                 
3 Conversion factors are affected by  the chemical composition of the plants and the methods used by traffickers 
in the laboratories 


