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Background 

1. In an effort to promote effective collaboration among development partners in the field of 
statistics, the PARIS21 Secretariat along with a number of partners developed a Partner Report on 
Support to Statistics (PRESS). The PRESS collects information on ongoing and future support to 
statistical development by financial and technical partners. The exercise is intended to enable an 
easier exchange of information on statistical activities being carried out and planned in recipient 
countries.  

2. Results from the PRESS exercise can therefore be useful in designing the assistance 
programs of development partners, by minimizing the duplication of efforts (in line with the 
principles of the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness). For recipient countries, they could serve 
as a basis to improve the mobilization of resources for the implementation of their national 
strategies for the development of statistics (NSDS) by identifying possible financing sources in 
particular areas. PRESS will also be of use to national planners to formulate action plans for 
statistical development activities in the international context.  

3. To date, two rounds of PRESS have been conducted. The most recent round (PRESS 2009) 
reflects the activities of 60 donors in 113 recipient countries as well as regional and global projects 
to multiple countries. The results of both rounds can be downloaded from the PARIS21 website at: 
http://www.paris21.org/.  

4. At its fifteenth session in February 2010, the CCSA considered a report on several PRESS 
issues and provided comments that have helped refine the 2010 Round. At that same meeting, 
participants requested that PARIS21 report at the sixteenth session on progress in the 2010 Round.  

Progress in 2010 Round 

5. In the margins of its June 2010 Board meeting (formerly known as the Steering 
Committee), PARIS21 held a seminar on the PRESS that included a demonstration of the new 
online system for collecting and validating partner data. Participants warmly welcomed the new 
system and encouraged partners to use PRESS results as advocacy for improved collaboration. The 
week following that meeting, PARIS21 launched the collection of PRESS data. Many partners  
requested additional time to complete the exercise, so PARIS21 extended the deadline until the end 
of August. 

6. Although the data collection is not yet complete, some preliminary results have emerged: 
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• 63 partners have provided data so far, up from 60 in PRESS 2009 and 46 in PRESS 
2008. 

• 18 different United Nations bodies reported. UNICEF reported by far the most in terms 
of total number of projects and total financial commitments to ongoing statistical 
development projects over the period 2008–12. The FAO and UNFPA reported the 
second and third most, respectively, in terms of financial commitments. 

• As with previous PRESS rounds, the European Commission, World Bank, and United 
Kingdom are by far the largest providers of financial support: combined, they have 
provided 65% of reported commitments. 

• Nearly 2,500 unique projects have been reported, up from 775 in PRESS 2008. 

• Over 125 future projects have been reported from 27 different partners. 

7. With the development of the online data collection system in the present round, the 
PARIS21 Secretariat took advantage of the opportunity to add an additional question on 
coordination mechanisms. At the end of the data entry process, the questionnaire presents a table 
listing all the countries in which a partner reported a project. For each country, the reporter is asked 
to indicate if a mechanism for coordinating donor support to statistics is in place, if the partner 
participates in this coordination, and how effective the reporter perceives the coordination. 

8. Judging by these preliminary results, coordination mechanisms — or awareness of their 
existence — appear to be lacking in developing countries. Seventy-five percent of responses 
acknowledged that they were unaware if such mechanisms were in place, while a further three 
percent confirmed that none exist. 

9. Of the preliminary responses in which partners confirmed that a coordination mechanism 
does indeed exist, only 58% stated that they participated. Where partners participated, the average 
perception of this mechanism’s effectiveness was 3.25 on a scale of 1 to 5 (1 = ineffective; 5 = 
excellent). 

Next Steps 

10. Once the data have been fully compiled, the PARIS21 Secretariat will issue a full report 
and summary booklet presenting results. Publication on the web will be timed to coincide with 
World Statistics Day celebrations on 20 October 2010. Data will be made available through the 
OECD.stat portal (linked from the PARIS21 website). Users will be able to download and 
manipulate data according to their own needs. 

11. The use of the new online system for collecting data has enabled PARIS21 to draw some 
lessons for future rounds. For example, the 2011 round will enable users to generate partner-specific 
reports for printing and validation before final submission. In addition, the questionnaire will 
provide an improved definition of coordination mechanisms, drawing on the results and remarks 
from respondents. 


