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Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities    SA/2009/4 
Thirteenth Session  
New York, 23 February 2009 
=============================================================== 
 

Report of the 13th Meeting of the  
Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities 

 

I. Introduction 
 
1. The thirteenth session of the Committee for the Coordination of Statistical 
Activities (CCSA) was held in New York on 23 February 2009 on the margin of the 40th 
session of the United Nations Statistical Commission. The session was opened by Mr. 
Paul Cheung, Director of the United Nations Statistics Division and co-chair of the 
Committee, who welcomed the participants and wished them fruitful deliberations. The 
session was chaired by Mr. Pieter Everaers, Director of Agriculture and Environment 
Statistics and Statistical Cooperation of Eurostat and co-chair of the Committee. The 
agenda, documents presented and the list of participants are attached as annex I, II and III 
respectively.   
 

II. Work of the CCSA Meeting 

A. Adoption of the agenda and other issues 
 
2. The Committee adopted the provisional agenda (See Annex I). 
 

B. Proposal for the topics and formats of future CCSA special events 
 
3. The Committee took note of the document “Proposal for the topics and formats 
of future CCSA special events” (Document SA/2009/2), prepared by Eurostat, and 
outlining the way forward for future quality conferences. Eurostat proposed to continue 
the practice of having back-to-back meetings with European Quality Conferences as this 
offers synergies of having available international experts participate in both events. The 
Committee acknowledged the success of previous conferences; however, it recognised 
that their format could be further improved. Issues discussed included the topics that 
should be considered by the next quality conference and whether the managerial or 
technical level staff should be targeted. Also, proposals were made to consider special 
events dedicated to other topics, e.g. governance of the global statistical system or carrier 
development and training for international staff. It was agreed that an Organizing 
Committee for the 2010 Quality Conference will be established in March/April 2009. 
OECD, Eurostat, PAHO and World Trade Organization volunteered to be its members. 
The Organizing Committee will prepare and present to the 14th session of the CCSA a 
concrete proposal for the agenda of the conference. 
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4.  As the issue of governance of the global statistical system was considered of 
strategic importance, the Committee decided that it needed to be discussed as part of the 
regular CCSA sessions, with high- level managers in attendance. It was, therefore, 
decided that a half day special session on the Governance of the Global Statistical System 
and the role CCSA could play will be organized in conjunction with the 14th session of 
Committee in September 2009.   

C. Report of Task Team 1 on Reporting mechanism 
 

5. The Committee took note of the progress report of the Task Team 1, led by 
PARIS21, on reporting mechanism “Coordination of capacity building activities: 
Partner Report on Support to Statistics (PRESS)” (Document SA/2009/3). The 
Committee welcomed the PRESS 2008 report and commended the work of PARIS21. It 
was noted that PRESS is a very important tool for improving the collaboration among 
development partners, as it provides useful information and key findings on who is doing 
what in the area of statistics. In some countries, PRESS has been well-received and is 
serving as a basis for donor dialogue.  From the regional perspective, it is seen as a good 
starting point to discuss issues of regional coordination. Serious concerns, however, were 
expressed about (i) the low response rate to the PRESS questionnaire and the fact that 
some CCSA members, including a significant number of UN entities, had not responded; 
(ii) reliability of data, since some of the most important donors of statistical capacity 
building have not responded and their data have not been included in the final results; 
(iii) methodology used, leading potentially to under- or double-counting; and (iv) 
difficulties faced by UN entities in completing the questionnaire. The Committee also 
made a number of suggestions on how to improve PRESS. UN entities announced their 
intention to discuss these issues further at their next meetings and get back to PARIS21.      
 
6. The Committee expressed support for the established reporting mechanism but 
stressed that some technical issues needed to be further discussed. The Committee 
requested Task Team 1 to consider the above comments and present to the 14th CCSA 
session a summary of the challenges and risks faced by PRESS and a roadmap on how 
PRESS could be improved. All CCSA members were strongly urged to ensure that they 
contribute to the next round of PRESS, which would be launched in late March 2009. 
 

D. Modalities and data sharing among international organizations   
 
7. The Committee took note of the oral presentation made by the European Central 
Bank on the status of the work done by the Task Team on modalities of data sharing 
among international organizations. The Committee was informed that according to the 
discussions among the Task Team members a short questionnaire exploring existing 
arrangements and best practices might be necessary. Terms of reference of the Task 
Team together with a possib le short questionnaire will be sent to the CCSA members 
shortly. The Task Team is planning a meeting in June 2009 in order to prepare its report 
for the 14th session of the Committee in September 2009.  
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E. Results of Eurostat’s work on development of a directory of the organizations 
members of the CCSA  
 
8. The Committee took note of the oral presentation by Eurostat on the development 
of a directory, containing a brief description of the main statistical services of each 
organization within the CCSA. As agreed during the 12th session of the Committee in 
September 2008 in Tunis, the template of the directory was revised and sent to CCSA 
members. Eurostat expressed its appreciation to all CCSA members that provided 
comments on the template. As of 20 February, the CCSA Secretariat had received 
templates of 15 CCSA members. The Committee invited CCSA members that have not 
yet submitted their templates to do so by the end of March 2009.  
 

F. Other business 
 
9. UNSD updated the Committee members on actions taken with respect to the 
proposal to celebrate the World Statistics Day on 20 October 2010. In response to a letter 
sent by UNSD, support and positive replies from more than 100 countries had been 
received so far. A listing by country and kind of commemorative event with which any 
national day or month on statistics is currently celebrated is available on the UNSD 
website. UNSD will work with countries to put forward a resolution to the 41st session of 
the Statistical Commission to officially endorse this event. UNSD reiterated its appeal to 
CCSA members to support this initiative.    

10. The Committee was informed about the ongoing work on the update of the CCSA 
website hosted by UNSD. While the new proposal retains the current split between 
protected and publicly accessible domains, it suggests broadening the scope of publicly 
accessible information (pages) about the Committee’s work. The Committee noted that 
the new proposal should feature a more attractive layout and requested UNSD to continue 
working on it. It was agreed that the prototype website will be uploaded for a trial period 
for review and comments by the CCSA members in April 2009.  

11. The Committee thanked Mr. Sylvester Young, ILO, for his active participation in 
the CCSA and wished him well on his forthcoming retirement. 
 

G. Dates and venue of the 14th session of the Committee   
 
12. The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
(UNESCAP) reconfirmed its offer to host the next CCSA session. The Committee agreed 
to hold its 14th session at the UN Conference Centre in Bangkok, Thailand from 9 to 11 
September 2009. In addition to the formal CCSA session it is foreseen that back-to-back 
meetings will be organized, taking advantage of the availability of the members of certain 
groups/committees. 



 4 

H. Agenda for the 14th session of the Committee 
 
13. The Committee agreed on the following topics to be discussed at the 14th session: 
 

- Round table discussion on major international projects such as the Global 
International Comparison Programme 2011 (ICP), MDGs, Strategic plan for 
Agricultural Statistics, 2010 Round of Population Census, implementation of 
the 2008 System of National Accounts, etc.;  

- Governance of the Global Statistical System and the role CCSA could play 
(discussion); 

- Final report of the Task Team on Population estimates (UN Population 
Division) ; 

- Follow-up on the report of Task Team 1 on Reporting Mechanism led by 
PARIS 21; 

- Progress report of the Task Team on Modalities of data sharing among the 
international organizations (ECB); 

- Use of non-official data in imputations/estimations made by the international 
organizations – follow up to the evaluation of the Quality Conference (World 
Trade Organization); 

- 2010 Conference on Data Quality for International Organizations. Follow up 
to the proposal of the Co-Chairs made at the 13th session;  

- Quality Assurance Framework - progress report (Eurostat); 
- Update on the progress with celebration of the World Statistics Day (UNSD); 
- Agenda, time and venue of 2010 sessions of the CCSA 
- Nomination of Co-Chairs for 2010 - 2011 
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I. Actions to be taken by the Committee 
 
 

 
Action 

 

 
Lead 

Agency 
 

 
Participating 

Agencies 

 
Deadline  

 
Output 

Task Team on Population 
estimates: To present final 
report to the 14th session of 
the Committee in September 
2009 focused on the third 
item of ToR – development 
of standards for annual 
population statistics 
 

UN 
Population 
Division 

World Bank; 
UIS, UNFPA, 
UNSD, 
AfDB, ECE, 
ECA, WHO 
and UN 
Population 
Division 

15 August 
2009 

Final report 
of the Task 
Team 

Task Team 1 on Reporting 
mechanism on statistical 
capacity building activities: 
Present a summary of the 
comments and suggestions 
made during 13th session of 
the Committee and a road 
map how PRESS could be 
improved to make it more 
useful 
 
All CCSA members to 
ensure that they contribute to 
the next round of PRESS 
 

PARIS21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PARIS21 

ECE, 
Eurostat, 
World 
Tourism 
Organization, 
World Bank, 
PAHO 
 
 
 
 
ALL 

15 August 
2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April/May 
2009 

Progress 
report 
including 
summary of 
comments 
and a road 
map  
 
 
 
 
Input into 
next round 
of PRESS 

Modalities of data sharing 
among the international 
organizations: Task Team 
to send the terms of 
reference and a short 
questionnaire to the CCSA 
members and prepare a 
report for the 14th session of 
the Committee 
 

European 
Central 
Bank 

OECD, 
Eurostat, 
World Bank, 
WTO/OMT 

15 August 
2009 

Progress 
Report 

Follow up to the evaluation 
of the Quality Conference:  
 
1. Establishment of the 

 
 
 
Co-chairs 

 
 
 
OECD, 

 
 
 
March/April 

 
 
 
Information 
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Organizing Committee for 
the 2010 Quality Conference 
 
 
 
 
2. More concrete proposal 
for the organization of the 
2010 Quality Conference 

and 
Secretariat  
 
 
 
 
Organizing 
Committee 

Eurostat, 
PAHO, World 
Trade 
Organization 

2009 
 
 
 
 
 
September 
2009 

to be 
circulated 
electronicall
y to CCSA 
members 
 
Update on 
the progress 
with 
organization 
of the 2010 
Quality 
Conference  
 

Quality Assurance 
Framework 
Update on the progress with 
quality assurance framework  

Eurostat  September 
2009  
 

Progress 
report 

Follow up to the evaluation 
of the Quality Conference: 
World Trade Organization to 
prepare a note about the use 
of non-official data when 
official data are missing in 
imputations/estimations 
made by the international 
organizations 
 

World 
Trade 
Organizatio
n 
 

 15 August 
2009 

Report to 
the 14th 
CCSA 
session 

CCSA directory 
All CCSA members to 
provide required information  
 

CCSA 
secretariat 

All End March 
2009 

Complete 
information 
for all 
members 

CCSA website 
UNSD to prepare a new 
more attractive layout of the 
CCSA website;  CCSA 
members to review and 
provide comments  
 

UNSD  April 2009 Updated 
CCSA 
website 
uploaded for 
a trial 
period 

Celebration of the World 
Statistics Day 
UNSD to report to the 14th 
CCSA meeting the progress 
with the organization of the 
World Statistics Day  

UNSD  15 August 
2009 

14th CCSA 
meeting 
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Annex I 
 

Agenda 
 
 
 
Monday, 23 February 2009 
Morning session, 9:30 am – 11:30 am 
 
 

1. Adoption of the agenda (UNSD: Document SA/2009/1) 
 

2. Proposal for the topics and formats of future CCSA special events (Eurostat: 
Document SA/2009/2) 

 
3. Coordination of capacity building activities – Report of Task Team 1 on 

Reporting Mechanism - Final project inventory, incl. proposals on how to 
meet the “information sharing objective” more effectively (PARIS21: 
Document SA/2009/3)  

 
4. Modalities of data sharing among the international organizations – Update on 

the progress of the Task Team (ECB: oral presentation) 
 

5. Results of Eurostat’s work on development of a directory of the organizations 
members of the CCSA (Eurostat: oral presentation) 

 
6. Other business 

 
7. Agenda, time and venue of the 14th session of the CCSA (September 2009) 
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Annex II 
 
 

List of Documents 
 
 
SA/2009/1  Provisional agenda 
 
SA/2009/2  Proposal for the topics and formats of future CCSA special events 
 
SA/2009/3  Coordination of capacity building activities – Report of Task Team 

1 on Reporting Mechanism - Final project inventory, incl. 
proposals on how to meet the “information sharing objective” 
more effectively     
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Annex III 
 

List of Participants 
(in alphabetical order of the organization)  

 
 
 
 
African Development Bank Charles Lufumpa 

Michel Mouyelo-Katoula  
Abdoulaye Adam  

c.lufumpa@afdb.org 
m.mouyelo-katoula@afdb.org 
a.adam@afdb.org 

Asian Development Bank Chellam Palanyandy cpalanyandy@adb.org 

Bank for International Settlements Stuart Feder Stuart.feder@bis.org 

Caribbean Community Secretariat Philomen Harrison harrison@caricom.org 

European Central Bank Werner Bier Werner.Bier@ecb.int 

Food and Agriculture Organization of 
the United Nations 

Pietro Gennari Pietro.Gennari@fao.org 

International Labour Organization Sylvester Young 
Ralf Hussmanns 

young@ilo.org 
hussmanns@ilo.org 

International Monetary Fund Adelheid Bürgi-Schmelz aburgischmelz@imf.org 

International Telecommunications 
Union 

Susan Teltscher susan.teltscher@itu.int 

Interstate Statistical Committee of the 
Commonwealth of Independent States 

Mikhail Korolev 
 

korolev@cisstat.org 
 

Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 

Enrico Giovannini enrico.giovannini@oecd.org 
 

PARIS 21 Mohamed El Heyba 
Lemrabott BERROU  
Christophe Duhamel  
Adriana De Leva 
Eric Bensel 

Abadila.BERROU@oecd.org  
 
christophe.duhamel@oecd.org 
Adriana.DELEVA@oecd.org 
Eric.Bensel@oecd.org 

Statistical Economic and Social 
Research and Training Centre for 
Islamic Countries 

Savas Alpay  
Cem Eyerci 

salpay@sesric.org  
ceyerci@sesric.org 

Statistical Office of the European 
Communities 

Pieter Everaers 
James Whitworth 

pieter.everaers@ec.europa.eu 
james.whitworth@ec.europa.eu 

United Nations Children’s Fund  Edilberto Loaiza  eloaiza@unicef.org 

United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development 

Henri Laurencin henri.laurencin@unctad.org 

United Nations Development 
Programme 

Alison Kennedy Alison.kennedy@undp.org 
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United Nations Economic 
Commission for Africa 

Ben Kiregyera bkiregyera@uneca.org 

United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe 

Lidia Bratanova Lidia.bratanova@unece.org 

United Nations Economic 
Commission for Latin America and 
the Caribbean 

Luis Beccaria  
Dirk Jaspers 

luis.beccaria@cepal.org 
Dirk.JASPERS@cepal.org 

United Nations Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific  

Haishan Fu 
Jan Smit 

fuh@un.org 
smit1@un.org 

United Nations Economic and Social 
Commission for Western Asia  

Juraj Riecan  riecan@un.org 

United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization 

Hendrik van der Pol h.van-der-pol@uis.unesco.org 

United Nations Human Settlement 
Programme 

Gora Mboup gora.mboup@unhabitat.org 

United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization 

Shyam Upadhyaya S.Upadhyaya@unido.org 

United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime 

Javier Teran  javier.teran@unodc.org 

United Nations Population Division Thomas Buettner buettner@un.org 

United Nations Population Fund Ralph Hakkert 
Jose Miguel Guzman 

hakkert@unfpa.org 
joguzman@unfpa.org 

United Nations Statistics Division Paul Cheung 
Stefan Schweinfest 
Youlia Antonova 

paul.cheung@un.org 
schweinfest@un.org 
antonova@un.org 

World Bank Shaida Badiee 
Misha Belkindas 

sbadiee@worldbank.org 
mbelkindas@worldbank.org 

WHO (PAHO, Health Metrics 
Network) 

Carla Abou Zahr  
Lic. Alejandro Giusti 

abouzahrc@who.int  
giustia@chi.ops-oms.org 

World Tourism Organization Antonio Massieu amassieu@unwto.org 

World Trade Organization Hubert Escaith hubert.escaith@wto.org 

 
 


